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PREFACE. 



« Mankind to each other, stories still repeat ; 
And Man to Man is a succeeding cheat." 

I beg the public, who are at all times generous, will 
excuse my banning with an old distich, that came out 
above 200 years ago; and I think some will say — 
" What is coming ? I was led to believe that these 
tales woxdd possess some degree of merit from their 
originality. And for him to begin with a couple of 
lines that came out 232 years ago I What are we to 
think?" I should reply ; patience, good Sir. I trust 
that they do possess some original merit ; and sincerely 
hope, if you have patience and peruse them, that they 
may entertain and, perchance, beguile a smile from most 
of my readers. If I should be so fortunate as to be 
rewarded with their smiles ; how happy I shall feel. 

" I have two duties to fulfil, let the result be what it will." 
The first is, to thank the many hiunble Mends and 
neighbours, who so unhesitatingly placed that confi- 
denqe in me, and answered all my questions without 
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IT PBEFACE. 

reserve or condition ; not one requiring even a promise 
of my not saying anything that would prejudice their 
character, or debar them, if they chose, from following 
that dapgerous avocation once more. 

The second is, to give my humble and hearty thanks 
to those liberal and generous patrons, who instantly, on 
its becoming known that I, my humble self, had 
strung together a xnimber of tales and recollections, sent 
and wished me to supply thfem with one or two copies. 
Gratefully do I thank you, one and all, from the titled 
nobleman to the humble mechanic. 

The death of my father, which took place at the 
t>eginning of the year 1860; placed in iny hands 
many interesting accounts of old cricket inatches, which 
he woxdd detail witk a zest rarely to be met with. I 
refer you to the end of this volume for the descripidon 
that was given in the Brighton Herald, of my father, 
j^e died at a patriarchal age ; and told many of iJie tales 
that X have inserted, within a fortnight of his death. 

I will mention one name of cricketing celebrity, 
** Mr. W. Ward," who was a great admirer of my fkther, 
from his making a most extraordinary catch, at a taatch, 
when he went to see my father, the one-handed man. 
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PBEFACK. T 

play; he afterwards repeatedly came to see him at Fish- 
boiinie> Sussex. 

If I should be successful with the present volume, I 
promise that it shall be followed by another containing 
a &ir share of what is so rarely written about, the 
game of cricket. 

B^ging the indulgence of a kind public, I shall 
wait patiently, though anziouslyi for ;I:hppe H^m 
&TOurable decision. 
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TALES AND RECOLLECTIONS 

07 THB 

SOUTHERN COAST, 



The tales tKat are about to be laid before our 
readers^ are mostly taken from &ctsj and as they 
extend back many years, it might be as well to 
say — ^the smuggler will take a prominent part in 
these pages. The smuggler of the last and the 
present century are so different, that it would 
be well to attempt a description of the old 
smuggler. 

The sailor smu^lers were usually men well ac- 
quainted with the sea in small crafts from 18 up 
to 30 tons, as well as in rowing boats; endowed 
with great perseverance, and capable of bearing 
great hardships with patience, as was often tried 
by their having to row 10 or 12 miles, and some- 
times further. Indeed, they have often been 
known to row the whole distance from England 
to France. They generally carried sails with 
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them; however, if it fell calm and they wanted 
to be at the place of meeting at a certain time, 
they would set to with a hearty will and a strong 
pull, and use their utmost efforts to be there. 

It has been known that one man in a 14 feet 
boat has made three trips to Cherbourg by himself. 
Two men have often been across, though four or 
five is usually the number. 

In old times, when the goods were landed, and 
they went a few miles up the country, the land 
smugglers brought their horses for the convey- 
ance of the goods about to be run. Their horses 
were of a good sort, and their masters were very 
proud of them; they, knowing that their pro- 
perty as well as liberty depended on their having 
a good one, to take them across the country in 
steeple chase style. They were men who generally 
had some property, and some of them two or 
three horses; mostly possessing' muscular power 
and daring to excess, and hard drinkers; who 
never gave up their goods without a struggle, 
sometimes ending in death to one party. 

They seldom carried fire arms, though they had 
them at home. Their whip — ^the thong of which 
they would wind round their wrist — ^was loaded at 
the end with a knob or hammer, which they used 
with powerful effect on their opponents. 

If they lost their goods, they were outrageous ; 
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OF THB SOUTHBBK COAST. 3 

no place within miles round could safely contain 
them. Let us for a moment think of the deter- 
mined Robin Hood manner in which the smug- 
glers of West Sussex and East Hants^ some 80 or 
90 years ago, met on horseback, mustering nearly 
one hundred men, and proceeding in a body, in 
the face of open day, a journey of nearly 70 miles 
by Southampton, through the New Forest, to the 
town of Poole, and pressing a number of men to 
hold their horses, each man taking charge of seven 
or eight ; some six or seven smugglers standing by 
with a pistol in each hand threatening to shoot the 
first man who attempted to escape. The body of 
the men went straight to the Custom House, and 
with crow bars and sledge hammers broke open 
the doors, took firom thence a cargo of goods that 
had been captured from their boat, and with 
cheers and shouts took their departure, without 
interference, in the middle of the day. 

In passing through Lyndhurst, a smuggler re- 
cognized a person by the name of Charter, and 
threw him a bag of tea. This being noticed by 
some of the neighbours, and an inquiry being put 
on foot in Sussex, Charter was summoned. In 
going from the New Forest, in company with 
Galley, the Custom House officer, to give their 

evidence at C r, they were set upon by some 

of those desperate men ; and after most unheard 
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of cruelties^ were barbarously murdered ; one body 
being buried in a turf house, the other sunk in a 
well by a number of large stones. The perpetra- 
tors of this act were afterwards tried, and suffered 
the extreme penalty of the law. Seven of them 
were buried in one grave, and there is a large 
stone to mark the spot at the present day. 

It was very rare that they committed them- 
selves in any act that would make them obnoxious 
to the people, it being their policy to conciliate 
them, in which they usually succeeded. Now 
these were the times before the block'ade or coast 
guard. At that time of day, there was no one, 
with the exception of the riding officers, and it was 
needful that they should be men of nerve — ^who 
could give a blow as well as take one. 

I have heard of an officer that was very vigilant 
— ^being wounded seven different times. He lived 
to be an old man, in good circumstances, and died 
highly respected, even by the smugglers. 

At some places there was a signal station along 
the coast, at which there usually was a lieutenant, 
midshipman or an oldster, and some five or six 
men. Their duties being to look out for an enemy, 
they often fell upon a crop, (as a number of tubs are 
called.) The signal officers being at most times 
in retired places, generally were welcome guests 
in the neighbourhood, and many, when the stations 
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were done away with, who came single went away 
married. 

A most singular seizure was made by an officer 
in this way. He was spending an evening at an 
hospitable farmer's house — ^by no means an im- 
common event — ^where the glass was passing pretty 
freely, when some one began to say, " I thought 
Lieutenant Fish was a man who would never neg- 
lect his duty/' The cue being taken up by the 
rest, the lieutenant, after a time, asked Mr. S. 
what was meant by those allusions. Mr. S. said, 
"Why, lieutenant, they say that there id a crop 
of tubs about being run at Small Steps, and you, 
who they always consider so active in the Bang's 
service, ought to go and make a seizure, and not 
be here singing and smoking.'' The host asked if 
he would have a lantern. " No, Sir; how far do 
you call it?" ''About a mile and a half; it is 
very dark, shall the lad go with you?" ''No, no, 
— ^stop — ^let us look at the priming of the pistols — 
all's well." Mr. Fish, on leaving the farm, had to 
go through a village, so that he might get o£f the 
high land on to the shore; he succeeded in reach- 
ing it with but one mistake — ^he walked into a 
pond — ^and his white trousers looked as If he had 
Hessian boots on. Once on the shore, he felt 
himself at home, and made his way for Small 
Steps, keeping under or as near to the cliffs as he 
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could. In approacliing the Steps^ he heard a hum 
as if men were speaking in a guarded manner. 
'' Now, lads, there is the rope, hoist away, gently 
does it — ^mind, or you will bilge them against the 
rocks.'* The lieutenant, cocking his pistols, said, 
'' Thank you, gentlemen, I am Lieutenant Fish, 
and I seize those tubs in the King's name, and the 
first man that resists, I will send a brace of bullets 
through his head.'' The chargin and consterna- 
tion that ensued may easily be imagined. The 
stairs or steps were mounted in a few minutes by 
those who took that way; some to the right, some 
to the left; never for a minute thinking but that 
he had his men with him. 

The cUffs were from 100 to 300 feet high along 
tljis part of the coast. The place of ascent, to a 
stranger, would be a most difficult imdertaking. 
But the smugglers would take a couple of tubs — 
one before and one behind — and ascend this steep 
place. The tubs had been brought over, and — (a 
very common mode of theirs) — ^had been sunk till 
wanted. To prepare them for sinking, a stone was 
placed between every two tubs, and the slings were 
made by a rope being tied at each end and a loop 
made, bow fashion, so that it could be easily car- 
ried. A stout rope, as long as might be required, 
with a stone at each end, being secured first, the 
tubs were then made fast to it. All these prepa- 
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OF THE SOUTHBBN COAST. 7 

rations were made in France. The French mer- 
chant^ of whom the spirits were bought, supplying 
all required without charge. 

If, on nearing the coast, they can land, the 
stones are then cast off. If warned by their friends • 
on shore that it is not safe to come in, which is 
often done by showing a light in a certain place, 
the tubs are sxmk, a land mark, or sometimes two, 
are taken, and when wanted a grapple is thrown 
over that soon catches hold and brings them up. 
It is truly astonishing with what accuracy they 
take their points, they being enabled to take up, 
in a dark night, and in a very rough sea, the 
sunken goods often at the first haul. 

Many years ago, I did a service to an old smug- 
gler, and the following tale he told me one even- 
ing. Three of the larger craft, with heavy cargoes, 
had been flashed off the coast night after night, 
and being short of provisions, sent word in by a 
fishing boat, that they should run all risk and come 
in that night, the east side of the Bill; that they 
had better do that than remain out and starve; their 
destination being at a distance from the Bill; that 
perchance they could lay them for a short time in 
a little copse close by the church, and they should 
thank Mr. M. to get as many hands together as 
he could ; that they should come in two hours be- 
fore high water, lay themselves under the copse^ 
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and no doubt be able to draw off before the tide 
left. The first boat came in^ was surrounded by 
thirty men up to their middle^ the word being 
given '' all right* ' on boards and one " all well*' on 
shore . answered in a short time. Number one 
hauled off^ two and three followed^ and the tubs 
stacked in the copse as regular as cannon balls in 
the Ordnance Yard. The word was passed up the 
country far and near. They were landed on Mon- 
day night, and 'W'ednesday night the time agreed 
on to meet. Two men lay by the tubs, on the 
look out. Nothing occurred on Tuesday, but on 
Wednesday, about 11 a. m. — hs^k, there is some 



persons coming into the copse. Steady — ^it is two 
women and two little children to gather flowers. 
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One of the men said^ '^ I know them, it is the nurse 
maid at Mr. B — ^p's ; by all that is tmlucky, there 
is one of the yoimkers coming straight here. FIl 
stop it/' And making a murmuring noise like the 
low of cattle, the little creature ran back alarmed, 
and would go home, to the great deUght of the 
watch. 

On Wednesday night, above 1,100 tubs were 
put into the church yard, apd so arranged that 
every gang had their share given out to them in 
the regular way. They then started, carrying two 
or four tubs each man; and although they had to 
be taken 10 or 15 miles, strange to relate, there 
was but one pair of tubs lost out of the whole. 
How that pair was lost, occurred in this way. 

Five men had got through the town of C ^r, 

when they heard a strange noise behind them, 
they increased their pace, one took to his heels and 
left his companions, he having thrown his tubs 
away in a meadow. The noise heard was a milk 
man running with four tin milk pails down a nar- 
row lane. 

I return once more to the cliffs, of which I beg 
to remind the reader of the height. 

A short distance from the cliffs was a deer park, 
and it was not uncommon for a buck to break out 
at a farm. Some people ploughing, saw a fine 
one in the next field. The men sent a lad to tell 
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their master, Mr. Jolly. He sent the lad to inform 

Mr. W . The lad said, " what Billy W r 

'' I will box your ears, if you do not speak more 
respectfully of my friend in future.'^ Now Mr. 

W was a hearty good fellow, could clear a five 

bar gate, shoot a buck or pheasant with any, and 
fancied he could speak French. He took his gun, 
called his two dogs and they soon saw the slot, got 
a shot, and slightly wounded the deer in the neck. 
The dogs ran the deer to the edge of the cliff; the 
buck went over; and when the two sportsmen 
came up, they could hardly make it out, till a 
Tally Oh ! on the sands told them where the game 
was. They hastened down the glen, calling lustily 
for Trusty Will and Honest Davy. " What^s up, 
gentlemen ?^^ "Why don^t you see, we shot at 
that buck, and think we hit him; at any rate, 
there he goes to sea. He is a rare good one ; he 
came down the cUff nearly two hundred feet high, 
and not seven feet out of an upright. He heads 
straight for Barfleaur. Why, Will, he is going 
across for brandy. Step into the boat and we will 
soon be up with him, and drink your health in 
brandy when we come back. He swims well, 
don't he, Davy?'' " Why, Sir, he has got the tide 
with him, and that running pretty strong. Now 
Mr. Jolly, it is your turn to shoot. Well hit." 
'' PuU away, boys ! Slip this rope round his neck. 
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and it will be all right/' W was in such a 

hurry to put the rope round the neck, that he 
nearly fell into the water. Mr. Jolly fortunately 
caught him by the tail of his shooting jacket. 

W bawled out, "hold hard — ^hold hard, or I 

' will never forgive you. Don't let me go.'' Will, 
with the boat hook, soon had hold, put him on his 
legs again, and Davy said he was more frightened 
than hurt. The game was soon securely boated, 
and then to shore. They had a merry evening, 
and drank success to their next stag hunt. 

It is a wonderful circumstance the preservation 
of life both of men and animals falling and jump- 
ing over the cliflf. An acquaintance of mine had 
to go five or six miles from home. It was dark 
when he returned. The nearest way home was 
close by a land cliflF, from 150 to 200 feet high. 
A bit of a bramble hedge was on the cliflf, trees 
growing at the base, and here and there ivy on the 
side. He fell to the bottom, got up and went 
home. On the morrow, finding he had lost his 
knife, he went the lower road and found it. He 
then saw where he had fallen over, and a most 
awful place it was. 

He was more fortunate than Mr. S ^ who 

came the same road late, lost his way and went 
to some cottages close by. The shepherd said his 
lads were gone to bed, but he would put him in 
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the right way. It appeared that he had not left 
him five minutes when he fell over the diff, (within 
fbrty yards of where the first fell) laid at the base^ 
and was found insensible about the middle of the 
next day. The unfortunate gentleman^ on goipg 
out, was asked if he would have a boat. '^ Oh, 
no,*' said he, '' I am not tired of my life yet.'' He 
was a person who came from London for a week, 
and this accident happened on the third day. He 
no doubt fell into a tree, as his wig was found in 
one, and thence to the ground. 

At another land cliff, some distance from the 
one spoken of, a most providential escape occurred. 
A woman walking on the top on a windy day, a 
strong gust of wind took her off her feet and over 
the cliff. Her clothes fortunately becoming bal- 
loon fashion, took her to the bottom and deposited 
her safely in a clump of bushes; a few scratches 
from them being all the injury received. 

A lady's fSEivourite spaniel jumped over; it then 
leaped up and ran into my place and drank hear- 
tily of some water. A lamb of ten weeks old fell 
over, got up and ran away, so that another person 
and myself had a hard run to drive him up to the 
fold. When he saw his dam he bleated, and both 
appeared highly pleased with each other. 

We could tell of many who had fortunately 
escaped injury in falling over. But there is one 
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more case in which a person jumped over without 
injury^ which I shall here relate. 

At a romantically situated Inn^ about two mfles 
from a temporary barracks^ dose to the cliffy com- 
mftufling a view of the sea, a deep ravine or glen 
on one side, overshadowed by oak trees on the 
other ; 'at one end there was a bowling alley hol- 
lowed out of the cliff. This Inn was afSEivourite re- 
sort of the soldiers. And whether it was the 
beauty of the place or the goodness of the liquor, 
they often stopped till the picquet came and escorted 
them to the barracks, when they had to pass the 
night in the guard house, and then, perhaps, had 
an extra drill in the morning. It happened one 
evening, a few minutes after the prescribed time, 
that two of the gallant 26th Regt. had forgotten 
the time of night, when the picquet came with a 
sergeant, who said, " HoUoo, lads, time is past for 
staying out, you must come with us.^' One com- 
plied, the other said, '^ I will have a run for it,'' 
started at once, followed by the sergeant, across a 
meadow field; the rails were charged and cleared 
in a sporting manner; after a time the private 
worked back nearly to the place of starting; look- 
ing round, he saw the picquet at some distance, but 
the seigeant within twenty yards of him. " You 
had better stop, for I am sure to have you,'' said 
the latter. '^ 1 am not sure of that," cried out the 
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fugitive. '^ K you go to the d — ^1, I will follow 
you/^ said the i^ergeant. " You will then follow 
now/^ on saying these words, he turned to the 
edge of the cliff and jumped off. The height of 
the cliff were he went over, happened fortunately 
to be the lowest part, it being the end of it, and 
about fifty or sixty feet in height. On their run- 
ning round expecting to find him dead, to their 
astonishment, they found that he had alighted on 
some loose sand, into which he had sunk some dis- 
tance. On being taken out and asked how he 
was, he told them he was very well and not the 
least hurt. And it appeared so, for he walked to 
the barracks. 

One morning early, smoke was observed issuing 
firom a schooner, which appeared to be going up 
the channeL She suddenly tacked and made way 
for the shore. Just cleioing some rocks, she came 
in and took a berth on the sand about fifty yards 
from the cliffs; a pilot boat laid close to windward 
of her till she took the shore. A boat came ashore 
with a few things in her, a young man jumped out, 
and said, " thank Grod, he spared our lives.^^ " No 
fear of your lives, my man,^^ a person said. "No 
fear of our lives! suppose this had happened five or 
six days ago.^^ 'HiVTiere came you from?^^ "Kingston, 
South Carolina, laden with resin and turpentine, 
and have been fifty-one days out, made the land 



y Google 



OF TUE SOUTHBBN COAST. 15 

two days ago — ^the captain^ and all the crew but 
myself, were laid down with a fever — ^I had to wait 
upon and give them their food, and steer the 
ship for ten days ; the wind was low and fair/' By 
this time the boat was empty and oflf to the vessel. 
The Preventive ofl&cer and men came alongside, 
they cut away the rigging to windward, and did 
aU that possibly could be done under such circum- 
stances, when there was an explosion which blew 
off some of the hatches, and lodged a burning 
substance in the fore-mast top, setting light to it. 
One man jumped off the bowsprit into the water — 
and every person left the vessel; and then followed 
such a scene of fire that is not easily to be de- 
scribed. I have seen many fires in London — ^the 
late Houses of Parliament, the Penitentiary, and 
other large buildings, but none to compare with 
this for extent of flame. As the flames increased, 
the barrels burst. Out of the whole 400 barrels, I 
do not believe that there were 10 untouched, and 
they laid at the very bottom of the hold. When 
her upper seams opened a little, and the united 
resin and turpentine ran down her sides, in a short 
time she was encased in a body of flame from stem 
to stem, the water receeded and left her high and 
dry; the burning liquid ran from her faster and 
more furiously than it did before, covering the sands 
in its progress with a liquid fire many yards over; 
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the body of black smoke at times would be wafted 
away, and then the bright gas-like looking flame 
would show itself in such a manner that those 
who saw it will never forget the sight. People 
came far and near, and the sands presented in the 
afternoon, an appearance more of a fashionable 
lounge from the many well-dressed persons, mostly 
on foot, some on horseback, promenading the 
sands, sometimes surrounding a sketcher, for there 
were many. How do you? and shaking of hands, 
appeared to be the order of the day. It was mild 
and very little wind for November. Towards the 
close of the day, the working people came from a 
distance, in great numbers — ^and in high glee, as 
if it was a grand gala day. The vessel burnt the 
whole of the day, indeed, fourteen hours after she 
came on shore. She was a Prussian vessel, named 
the "Gazeale.'* The young man who escaped 
the fever, was he that came with the boat ashore. 
He had the day before sailing, ran away from the 
vessel, and hid himself in a large store — ^intending 
to ship for India, a negro betrayed his place of 
concealment to his captain, who took him aboard 
a few hours before leaving Eangston. 

One morning early, I met Trusty Will on the 
shore. ''Good morning, how do, friend?^' It 
would be as well to give a short account of his 
person and habits. In the first place, he was a 
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most staimcli and siaeere fiiend to those he admit- 
ted to his fiiendshipf let him be called upon by 
night or daj, fine or rongh weather, he was ready 
to assist. He stood about 5 feet 10 inches, large 
bone witib great strength ; in fact he was a down* 
right old smuggler, brought up to the sea from his 
boyhood and by occupation a fisherman. " Well, 
Trusty Will, I have h^ard such strange stories 
about you, that I am glad to meet you; now be 
so good and teU me about your being pulled up 
the cHflf by your leg, and the night^s adventure 
from beginning to end." '^ Well, you see, the tubs 
had been sunk and were wanted, so me and two 
others went off and soon had hold of the line ; we 
put into the boat about a score, made all ready, 
pulled to land, the word ' all right !' and they 
were soon out of the boat and close under the 
cliffs; before you could look round the boat was 
pulled up above high water mark. They all went 
to the top of the cliff except me, and there they 
rigged a donkey, which is done by two poles being 
tied together nearly at the end, and then a third 
laid in the cinitch with a pulley attached to it; 
a rope is rove through the pulley with a hook at 
the end and passed over the cliff; a guide line is 
then thrown down and the tubs hooked on. 
The guide line is to keep them from striking the 
cliff as they go up. When all the tubs were up. 
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they put the rope down for me; there was a loop 
to put my leg through; while attempting to do so, 
I noticed a twist in the rope and shook it a little, 
the chaps at the top, who were in a great hurry, 
for there was a cold wind blowing, thought that I 
meant for them to pull up, began to pull away; 



the hook slipped down my. leg and hitched in the 
bottom of my trousers. It happened that they 
were a new pair of strong canvass ones, put on 
that day for the first time.'' To my question '' of 
what did you think of as you went up?'' '' I had 
no time for thinking, though when I. was safely 
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landed^ I gave it to the chaps pretty strong/' 
*' Why did you come up that way, Will?'* 
^' Because you would not let me have time to put 
the hook round my thigh ;" and off they started, 
and left me to manage the tackle. Oh! about 
my carrying the tubs ; it was not so many as was 
talked about. There were some tubs moving one 
night, and when we came to a ploughed field some 
said, ' rest a bit/ some said, ' go on/ I said, ' here, 
put your tubs on my shoulder and I will carry 
them across for you; now you two wait until I 
come back, and I will carry you over the fallow.' 
So, you see, I only carried six, and very awkward 
they were, I can tell you/' 

One day, a Biding officer being in the village, 
and a heavy lot expected, they enlisted into their 

service our old acquaintances, W and Mr. 

M . The officer was very fond of cribbage. 

The party had a nice comfortable rubber at a little 
Inn; and Trusty Will had the pleasure of seeing 
a crop run in a fair trader's manner. In a few 
days after this, there was a knock at the officer's 
door, and when opened, there was a sack in which 
was a tub of brandy and a small slip of paper, on 
which was written, " one for his knob." 

A safe anchorage being dose to the cliffs, a 
French barque lay there some two or three weeks, 
owing to contrary winds; the captain of the barque 



yGoOgl^^ 



20 «Ai^& jsm w^otjJ!iM!^ifs 

w^ invited t6 midiy of tbe inbaU^f^ts' homes^ 
lie in return gaVe an invite to as iitiany as conlcT 
avail themselves of it to^ con^ aboard. Tmsty 
Will's boat was again in req'aisitionL fey a large pBity, 
among whom was Mr. W— ^. ^' Is their any 
one here that can speak French?" " Yes/' says 

W. , "1 can/' ''Then be so kind as to ask 

them to throw over a rope, as the tide will soon 
sweep ns by the instant we leave off rowing." 

W stood np, gave two or three " hemsP and 

in a loud voice cried out, "Parley vous, the French- 
man, chucky down Johnny Englishman de ropey, 
de ropey." The captain gave them a warm recep- 
tion and a good spread, and all spent a pleasant 
afternoon; on leaving, they gave three cheers, 
wishing him a pleasant voyage. 

A party had determined to go to Boulogne, 

Mr. W was one; the day after they arrived, 

they took an early walk; on returning to their 
place of abode, they passed the fish market; on 
the stalls were some fine mackerel; one of the 

party said to Mr. W , '' will you be so kind as 

to purchase a few for me?" " Certainly, Sir. Par- 
ley vous, de Frenchman, de price of de mackerel, 
de mackerel?" " Speak English, you fool, Billy 

W /' was the reply; it turned out that the 

seller of fish was a woman from the same place as 
W ; her husband had made himself amenable 
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to the exdae hms, adA liad aettled in France long 
enou^ for Jbk wife to jMigaire tlieir fiishicm of 
dress as well as the langnage. 

Some yeaas ago^ Liell in with a petty oflBicer^ 
who gaye me the foBowing tale. He belonged to 
a rei^enne entter ; ihpj had inlbrmation th^t at a 
retired place. along the ^western eli^GB, some smug- 
gled goods werp to be run. They had been in 
the boat two ilights^ and on the third the men be* 
gan to tire of liieir task, and by way of diver- 
sifying their jdollDess, widied they had the infor« 
mers towing befaind iheir boat; they thought that 
it was only done to ke^ them there while they 
went and ran dJieir cargo at some other place. 
After two or three honrs gnimUing, and they had 
i^pliced the main brace, one of the men said, " shaU 
Ked^ Sir, spin a yam about his father wh^i aboard 
of the Attock, 14-gun brig, taking the French 
privates ?" " fladc! a^moment,'' said one in the 
bow, "I thought :I heard oars, there is a light — 
no— yes, there away under the cliff/' Every one 
listened, and b^re long we could hear the pars 
and see something like a boat slowly approadiing. 
We put our boat alongside of a dark rock as 
ffili^tly as we oauld$ when within a £3W yards of 
T$s, tihey put in:to the base of the cliff. ^'Give 
way,, lads.^' A. couple of strokes brought us along 
sideof'them. ''Well, lads, what are you about 
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here?'* One jumped out of the boat and made up 
the cUff, the other I. caught. We set off a couple 
of blue lights^ and then we saw a zig-zag path in 
which the first man was making his way towards 
the top. I called out^ "if you do not stop, I will 
shoot you.'' I then fired a pistol over his head; 
the man in the boat seeing me about to present 
my second pistol, said, "Oh! Sir, for God's sake, 
fire low; in pity. Sir, fire low. Oh ! think if your 
father was begging for you, his son, you would 
wish his prayer to be heard." I never fired within 
ten yards of him, and the man got to the top by 
a road that I should think was not safe for a 
goat. We took the tubs that the boat was tow- 
ing into our own boat, showed a light that was 
answered by those on board of our own vessel, 
which was then about two miles off. The next 
morning the old man denied that the man who 
got away was his son. He was imprisoned for a 
few months, and then took up the trade again. 

The tale that I am about to narrate, though 
happening a long time ago, having heard one who 
was a party concerned in some of the incidents 
spoken of. It was of a man who's name was Pitt, 
who committed many highway robberies. His 
career, after a long run, terminated by being hung 
at Winchester. He was a tall active man, a farm 
labourer. This was his manner of robbing;. he 
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would go out with his gon^ (without which he was 
never known to rob) stop at a place near the 
roadj lay down his hat^ and when a person 
came up^ he would order him to stop^ and say^ 
"whatever you have got, put into that hat;^^ 
he standing a little out of the road with his gun to 
his shoulder pointing straight at the person; " turn 
out the right-hand pocket, now the left, your 
watch, is that all? Goon/' He robbed on many 
line of roads, though one place appeared to be his 
favourite spot; it was a valley called Bumble's 
Bottom; the rise of the road was not twenty feet, 
dwarf oaks were on each side, and one way they 
extended some distance. A farmer riding home 
from market, saw the hat lay in the middle of the 
road. "Stop, there.'' "What for, my friend?" 
"Whatever you have got, put into that hat." 
" Good God, Pitt, is that you?" The farmer felt 
within himself that he was wrong in mentioning 
Pitf s name, instantly put spurs to his horse and got 
the mare into a gallop. " Stop, or I wiU fire; stop, 
I say." Pitt ran attempting to head the mare, but 
finding that he could not succeed, leveled his gun 
and fired, wounding the mare, though not enough 
to stop her. It was the farmer's opinion that he 
intended to murder him, and the slugs that wound- 
ed the mare were intended for his back, there be- 
ing nine slugs in the tree of the saddle and thirty- 
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two taken from the back of the mare. Two 
yeterinarfT sm^eons att^ided n&d moroiBg, and 
did all that the case required. ^6 fiEuniier did 
not like to swear to Pitt, and so it passed on. 
Pitt hearing that his name W)fts mcsitioaed ocm- 
nected with the gonner, put on ihe innocent man, 
went to the feinner imd smd he^as doing him a 
serious injury. The suifgeons called -oc^asionaUjr 
in their rounds to see the mioie. One night tfa^ 
staid a little late; on going home their con^ersa^ 

tion related to the highwaytnati. R ^ said, *' if 

he should come to night, the best tlnng that we 
can do will be to put spurs to obx horses and ride 
(^ as fast as we can; your horse, N— ^, will be 
sure to travel like the wind, but my old horse I 
am not so sure about; however, I will try and 
keep up with you.'' In avhort time they came 
to the bottom, and on one side of the road there 

lay a hat. B eried, " now, Charley, away.*' 

Pitt called out, ^'pull'up, or you are a dead man." 

N pulled up. R-^ — rode up Iherise, and 

Pitt, trying to head the horse, failed. B 
stopped on the brow, about a third of a mile away 

from the bottom, until N rode up, minus his 

mon^ and watch. 
One night, at a road-side public bouse, a few 

miles from C ^, on the P road, Pitt was 

there drinking. There xxaae in a^peraon who was 
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g)^ng to C J to put up for the nighty to be 

ready for the be»st market m the momingj he 
was a stout big man, a butcher by trade; he car- 
ried a laj^ stick with him. Their conversation 
was about the gunner. The man with the stick 
said he should like to meet him once, and see which 
was best — the stick or gun. He had often said 
that one perscm should never rob him, and nothing 
would please him better than to have a good rat- 
ling bout with the gunner. " Perhaps you may/* 
said some one. " So much would I like to meet 
him, that I would give any one a crown piece that 
would tell me where to meet him.** Some of the 
company left the house, saying, '4t was not those 
who talked most that did most.'* Pitt went away 
at the same time, took his gun, which he had hid 
in a hedge, went a short distance and waited for 
the jolly butcher.; he had not to wait loi^; he 
heard him coming, put down his hat and took his 
stand. The butcher came up. " Stop, or I will 
blow ycmr brains out.*' " Oh ! >don*t. Sir. D(m*t 
hurt me, and I will give you all that I have.** 
''Throw that stick over the hedge; now put aU 
that you have into that hat.'* After obeying 
all his commands, the butcher retraced his steps 
to the public house* The landlady exclaimed, 
''the Lord have merqr on us ! Why, what is the 
matt^ with yw. Sir." ^'Oh! my good woman. 
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I have been robbed by the man with the gun; he 
made me throw my stick away^ took all my money, 
and, if you please, I will sleep here to-night and 
go back to Port to-morrow. 

On the same road, he robbed Mr. C. M y a 

celebrated gunsmith, who at that time lived in the 
neighbourhood. He soon after this event, went and 
commenced business in London, at the West end. 
He was celebrated for his guns, being equal to any 
in the world; the same business is kept on by his 
descendants to the present day, and I believe with 
the like success. 

There is this to be said of Pitt, that with the 
exception of his shooting at Mr. M , the far- 
mer, he was never known to ill use any person. 
The way in which he was taken was through an 
umbrella left at an Inn; a person came in and 
said, "that is my umbrella — ^I Was robbed by the 
gunner, and among other things, that umbrella.'^ 
It was talked over and put into the same comer 
in which Pitt had placed it. He, a few weeks af- 
ter, came and claimed it. A constable, who had 
heard about it, and held himself ready at a mo- 
ments notice, charged him with stealing it. He 
was then taken before a magistrate and committed 
to Winchester, were he was convicted and suffered 
death. 

He would answer any question put to him afker 
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conviction. He said the watches were taken to a 
Jew in Portsmouth^ to be disposed of. On being 

asked about his shooting at Mr. M , and what 

would have been the consequence if the farmer had 
stopped^ he said he did not know. He told the 
veterinary surgeon that his watch was taken to be 
repaired^ and he would find it at such a place. 
That latterly he robbed with his gun not loaded. 
The butcher was the greatest coward he ever met 

with. The gun flints he took from Mr. C. M 

were the best that he ever had. He never robbed 
a woman^ though he had robbed a man once on 

the M road^ who was in company with one. 

The passengers of one of the four-horse coaches 
that travelled between Portsmouth and Chichester^ 
observed two men leading their horses toward the 
road, on PostdownHill; one held the horses when 
they arrived at the bottom^ the other came into 
the road with a pistol in each hand; the driver 
stopped; the man went to the window and received 
the contributions from those inside^ then he began 
to collect on the top from the outside passengers; 
one of them, dressed as a sailor, sat with his arms 
folded, never moved, but looked straight at the 
horses. He seemed hard of hearing. The coach- 
man told him, in a loud voice, that he must give 
that gentleman his money. "Money — Oh! what 
all of it?'* '' Yes.'' He then put his hand inside 
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his jacket and fumbled aliout a little. '^ Come^ 
come/' said the highwaymaa^ ** be^ukfc)" wboB 
he suddenly drew a pistol from his breast and shot 
the highwayman dead; as he fell^ his pistols went 
off. The sailor then alighted from the eoach and 
started in pursuit of the other man^ who fired his 
pistols^ mounted his horse and rode up the hill^ 
whipping and spuring as hard as he eould^ leaving 
the other horse behind. The sailor proved to be 

Ounner Young, of C , who very coolly loaded 

his pistols and quietly said, " come, coachman, let 
lis go on.^' 

Gunner Young was of a respectable fSamUy, but 
w^ould go to sea; when he had left off voyaging 

and settled at C , he would provision his house 

for three months in winter and for two in summer. 
He would go and spend a few days with some 
friends of his, who resided close to where a pack of 
beagles were. kept. He was very fond of joining 
th^n, mounted on an old hunter. Once he wa^ 
thrown off, though not much hurt; the old horse 
ran home and Mx, Young had to walk. The next 
time he went hunting, the old horse was brought 
out and started at speed. All went well till th^ 
came to a rife or common with a wide ditch in the 
middle; some two or three pillled up; not j90 our 
friend; when he came to the ditch, he gave a 
bearty chear and put the old horse at it, who de^ 
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ponted him in the water up to his middle. The 
horse and his rider got out together^ and to the 
astonishment of tiiose on the other side^ the old 
liorse did not run off as they expected. In a short 
space of time^ Mr. Young was again mounted and 
had it all to himself for five or six minutes. They 
killed^ and he was well in at the death. One of 
his friends said, " I thought, Mr. Young, it was 
all over with your fiirther hunting to-day, when I 
saw you in the water; how was it that the old 
horse did not start off?'* '' Why, you see. Sir, I 
had lashed the bridle to my left wrist, so I soon 
brought him too and was in at the whoo-hoop, and 
that is more than either of you gentlemen that I 
left on the other side of the water, can say.'' They 
had a merry evening, and hunted the ground over 
again. He thanked them for drinking his healthy, 
and offered to lend any of them a piece of sinnet. 
In a village with a small green that the high 
road ran through the middle, early one morning,, 
was seen a light waggon with two horses attached 
to it, and two men seated in front smoking their- 
pipes. At the opposite end of the green, are- 
venue officer and two dragoons were perceived com-< 
ing toward the waggon. The men instantly took, 
the horses out of the shafts and rode off as quicks 
as possible, pursued by the others. The waggon^ 
was left in the middle of the road not far from two* 
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or three houses^ A shoemaker had the curiosity 
to peep into the waggon; he then looked in the 
direction of the chase; seeing the road clear^ he 
laid hold of two tubs^ one in each hand^ and walked 
into his house; he went a second time; on his re- 
turn, an elderly female saw him, and said, *' Mr. 

Y > what are you about smuggling in this bare 

faced manner? lam ashamed of you. I would 
not do such a thing for a £100.'' " Go and look 
into that waggon, Mrs. Prude. There are 100 tubs 
or more. The officer is after the men who drove it 
there, and if he comes back he does not know 

how many there were. Go, Mrs. P .'' " Lau, 

if I thought that I should not be seen — ^besides 
there can be no harm;'' and the old lady ran from 
her house to the waggon, took two tubs and put 
them down the well. The blacksmith and all that' 
lived round the green, paid a visit to the waggon 
and took away a rememberancer. Upon the offi- 
cer's and soldiers' return, they found a woman at 
the side of the waggon, with a bundle of straw. 
" What are you doing there," they asked. " Only 
taking a little straw for my pig," said the woman. 
"To whom does this waggon belong?" "I don't 
know. Sir, it is a strange one to me." Having 
obtained two horses, they drove the waggon away, 
to the great comfort of the villagers, without ask- 
ing any more questions. 
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A large cart (loaded with tubs, as it proved) with 
some straw on the top, was passing through a 
town in the middle of the day. When close to 
the Custom House, one of the wheels broke. The 
driver, who had on a smock frock, took the horse 
out, propped up the cart, and then very coolly 
said that he knew where to get another wheel. 
He nor his horse never made their appearance 
again. It was some hours before the contents of 
the cart was discovered. 

In another part of the town, a cart with a tilt, 
which had a half dozen of cheese in the front and 
a little hay at the back, was stopped. In boxes, 
neatly packed, were neiarly 2,000 packs of cards. 
They were seized on information, in this way. 
They had been shipped and the drawback of duty 
allowed as if they were going abroad; they were 

then unloaded and about being sent to B for 

sale. They were all burnt in the Custom House 
yard. 

I was asked by an old smu^ler one evening, if 
on such a night I had heard any noise, I said, 
" No, but my father did.^^ " He looked, I dare to 
say.'^ ^' Yes, he did.^^ " Was there any thing to 
be seen?^^ "No, it was very dark.^' Well, come 
tell me all about it. He than began. '^You 
know the Sluice in the Marsh?'' "Yes.'' Well, 
the guard was on the watch at eight o'clock. 
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Seven men, of which I was ane, had thfe roads — 
mine was from the church to the little bridge. The 
men began to come as early as nine or ten o'clock, 
though twelve was the hour ; but some came six or 
eight miles, and wanted a rest, no doubt. They 
went to the different hedges, banks and ditches. 
I went once to the Sluice, and it was all as it should 
be. The tide was up about one o'clock. A man 
came along the side of the harbour, and asked 
how far it was to the village. " About a mile,'' I 
said. ^^ I should not have thought it so &t, " he 
replied. I then knew that she was pretty close, 
and passed the word round. 

When she did come, she took the ground, or 
mud, the village side of the Sluice. There were 
plenty of men aboard, a boat having put five or 
six on board a few minutes before. There were 
above 100 men; where did they all come from? 
You would have thought it had been enchantment. 
Not a word had been said. There was two or 
three whistles — and that was the only noise that 
called them together. 

When they were all ready for running, a sailor 
brought a rope on shore through water and mud. 
The chaps ran the rope over the bank and roused 
the tubs in. The tellers stood each side of the 
rope with a knife. Ten — ^twenty — ^for such a club. 
Twelve for the Chance. Here. The boats rowed 
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in with some^ and every gang had got their load, 
were off and away in less than half an hour. Some 
went round by the mill, others by the church, but 
the great bulk of them went close past your house. 
It was a man who fell oyer the gate, that made 
the noise that I spoke of, and there was a laugh 
at his expense. Oh, the little vessel that brought 
the tubs, directly she was cleared, there being no 
wind, two boats towed her out into the channel, 
and the tide took her down to Valelock; there 
they laid her alongside of a coal vessel, and took 
in some coal the next morning. 

" You said something about a club. What am I 
to understand by that?'' " I do not know whether 
I ought to tell you so much about the matter. 
Master Tom, but then you did me a good turn 
once, and all our chaps know it/' When the 
master of a little vessel has made up his mind to 
go over to some place in France, he will leave the 
coast and go into the towns; if he finds they do 
not want any goods, he will come into the villages, 
go into a house and say, ^' well, do you think the 
people about here could send me a voyage to bring 
over about 150 or 200 ?" " We will try and see." 
They will then call two or three together, who go 
from house to house. In the evening, they will 
again meet. One will say, "this village will send 
for 30, and the next 20, and ^uch a place 50 ; 

n 
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captain^ we shall make up the number^ so let us 
talk about the cost por tub. The tub in France 
will cost nine or ten shillings^ and the bringing 
over will be five or six shillings more — ^say fifteen 
shillings a tub, and you will have only to pay the 
carriers/^ '^ Well, that will do ; the money to be 
given to me for the spirits before I start, and the 
bringing over to be paid for when landed.^' 
"Agreed; when do you think of starting, cap- 
tain r' " The third night from this/' " Come 
Over to-morrow ni^t and you shall have the 
shiners. Now then, let us drink success to the 
club's boat. Wife, come down, we want you to 
drink a health.'' "No, I would rather not." 
" But it is to drink good luck to the club's boat." 
" Oh ! I beg pardon, I will be down in a minute 
to drink that." On the night agreed they meet, 
and then the place of landing, time and signals 
are all settled together. The voyage takes up 
from ten to twelve days, though it as been done 
in five. 

It was a club's cargo that was run at the Sluice. 
A woman took twelve tubs and called herself 
Chance. You would be surprised how many wo- 
men will risk a pound or two. If they have good 
luck, they dear twenty or twenty-five shillings on 
each tub. That is what we call a club boat's trip. 

"At the mouth of the harbour, they have lately 
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put a guard. It was a bother at first. We could 
not get a cargo iu that way for a long time^ until 
an old man said^ " turn them out into the water^ a 
little way from the mouthy as the tide runs in ; you 
will he sure to find them a little way off, as you 
know the run of the tide so well" We found that 
to answer very well. Though some came to hand 
very well, we had a job to find a lot of about forty 
tubs, they having passed the two boats that were 
on the look-out for them. After that, they got a 
man to swim in with them. The only thing that 
he wore was a bit of a jacket, and he carried a knife 
with him. All he had to do was to float as the 
tide took them in at the rate of four or five knots 
an hour ; he kept them in the middle of the stream 
till they were carried up nearly a mile ; you know 
what it is at the mouth of the harbour, the water 
is more like a boiling pot than anything I ever 
saw ; so that if any one was looking out, as there 
is so small a portion of the tub out of the water, 
they would have no chance of seeing it. Good 
night.'' 

One afternoon, a female, who looked very wide, 
was observed by a Preventive man ; the instant 
she found the man following her, she took a large 
pin and stuck it into the bottom of her dress on 
both sides, on which issued a liquid, laying the 
dust after her. The man approached and said. 
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'^ My good woman, yon must consider yourself my 
prisoner, so give me the bladders, or I shall be 
obliged to take them from you by force." " You 
dare to take any liberties with me, my fine fellow, 
I would raise the place with my cries." ^^ Gam- 
mon, that^s no use." '^ Hands off me, where's your 
warrant, spooney ?" By this time all the liquid 
had ran out, she having taken care to puncture 
the bottom of the two bladders. ^^ If you have 
any thing to charge me with, take me before a 
magistrate." Her altered appearance caused many 
a smile to those who had seen her in an inflated 
state. She was taken before a justice ; a female 
searcher came and found two empty bladders, with 
not a teaspoonful in either. ^^ You swear that she 
had two bladders of brandy, one on each side of 
her, and that these bladders now produced were 
filled with it." ^at smells like it. Sir. As for 
being full, it ran away from her dress all the way 
up the pier." "What is your name?" "Sally 
Freeman, Sir." " Sarah Freeman, you are bound 
over in your own recognizance in a sum of ten 
pounds, to appear when called on to answer any 
charge that may be brought against you." ^Thank 
you, gentlemen; I am very much obliged to you.'' 
" Stand out of the way, Gabey Green," she said 
to the Preventive man, pushing by him, as he 
stood near the door. 
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An acquaintance of mine was asked by a man 
in a sailor^s dress, if he would purchase a quantity 
of capital tobacco at a low figure, as he had about 
thirty pounds weight of a superior article that he 
woold part with at a loss, as he had to leave this 
part of the country in the morning, and that it 
would be very awkward to take it with him. 

^^ Hare you a sample that I could look at ?^^ 
*' Oh, yes. Sir. But let us go into this snug little 
Inn." He showed an excellent sample. "How 
much per poimd ?" " I had 2s. 8d. per pound 

at V ^r. You shall have it at 28. 3d.'' " I 

will give you 2s.'' "Well, Sir, you are very 
hard, but you shall have it. Now we will go out 
and agree where we are to meet and the time." 

They went to some trees near a rookery ; " at 
this spot, at seven to-night." "All right, my 
friend; mind, seven." At that time the buyer 
went with the money and met the seller. The 
parcel was shown with this kind advice, "mind. 
Sir, the foolish fellow that brought it, has torn the 
bag, and it is likely to fall out." Our friend 
pushed his hand into the fracture, pulled out a 
bit, and smelt to it. " All right ; now here is your 
money; call it twenty-eight pounds, the sample 
and paper weigh something." "Oh, Sir, you 
are very hard; but there, it must go. Good 
night." They parted both very highly pleased. 
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Oar fiiend had two partners in the spec., who 
war© anxiouly waiting. *' Here he is ; well, how 
did you get on ? Have yon seen the man ?" " All 
right, I have seen the man and have got the to- 
bacco; here it is.'* ''Well done; well done; let 
us go into the bakehouse and we can share it out 
without being disturbed. Come, my lads, be 
quick ; we will soon divide it out, and then for a 
smoke of cheap tobacco.^' They soon, to their 
chagrin, found it was all bosh. On being opened, 
its contents turned out to be a very small lot of 
tobacco at the top, about one pound, the rest was 
made with clay, sawdust and horse dung well 
pressed together, to make its weight tally with a 
bag of the weed. The buyers looked unutterable 
things at one another. "Why, Mr. Black, we 
have bought a pig in a poke. '' Yes, we have, and 
that is not the worst of it, we cannot help our- 
selves. We cannot send a constable after him, as 
it is an illegal purchase.^' So the fellow was left 
to go and victimize others. 

At a pleasant village not a hundred miles from 

that rising and improving town of V ^r, there 

resided a baronet, who had the welfiure of his 
poorer neighbours on his mind. When in his 
yacht, cruizing about the Archipelago, he became 
acquainted with a fisherman of one of the islands, 
who in many things was a shrewd person. Sir 
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E made a proposal for him to go with him to 

England^ and teach the fishermen in his neigh- 
bourhood the Greek manner of catching fish; that 
he would take him and his wife^ free of all expense^ 

to Sir R ^'s home^ with his gear; he should 

have a cottage and be encouraged^ and that Sir 

E would be a friend to him. The Greek 

came and proved himself to be a Greek. He had 
not been here lon§^, before he began to make the 
old adage true — "When at Rome do as Rome 
do;'' to make his gear like the English fisher- 
men. Ho; one daj^ picked up a tub of brandy at 

sea. The Greek went to Sir R ^'s house in 

the evening, asked for and saw him. '^Well, 
John^ what do you want ?" *^ I have found a 
prize at sea, and I want you to buy it. It is a tub 
of brandy^ and very good.'' The baronet had a 
laugh^ and said, " Buy a tub of brandy ! Why, 
that is smuggling, and I am not a smuggler." 

<f Sir R , you told me before I came here with 

you, that you would do all you could to help me, 
and now that a poor Greek wants to sell you a 
bargain, yoti laugh at him." " Well, well ; come 
how much do you want for it ?" '^ Two pounds." 
" There, you shall have it ;. bring it up this even- 

ing, and you shall be paid.'^ " Sir R , the 

waty they do business here with these articles, is to 
pay first; so momj fcrst. Sir R — ^." "Why, 
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ni be hanged; I never heard of such a way/' 

'' Money first. Sir R , tha^s the way/' « Have 

you a sample?'' ^' Yes, some in a bottle." ^*Well, 
let me taste it; this is very good; how much is 

there in a tub ?" '' Fourteen quarts. Sir R ." 

^^ There is your money; send it up to night." The 
tub was sent, but when they tapped it, it was 
found to contain nothing but water. 

On the eastern part of a beautifully situated 
village, there is erected a few small cottages, close 
to the sea; a deep ravine is about the best road to 
go to them. It is most difSicult of access, being 
directly under a cliff. A soldier, who had not long 
been one, was sent to watch a particular rock that 
was called Johnny New. He went in the even- 
ing, knocked at the door of one of the cottages, 
and asked if that was Mr. New's; for an officer 
had sent him out, and that he was to be close to 
Mr. New's all night. The person who opened the 
door said it was all right ; ^^ I am the person, what 
do you want?" He then put a number of ques- 
tions to him. The soldier told him that he was 
sent to be close to him all night. ^^Come in, and 
be welcome; I am just going to bed; here is 
plenty of straw ; if you like to take a glass of grog 
and turn in, do so." The soldier took the grog 
and then to the straw. Early in the morning the 
soldier was aroused, drank a stiff glass of grog, 
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and then he went to his quarters^ reported him- 
self all right, and that the NeVs were very good 
sort of people, and he hoped the officer would send 
him there again. 

A lieutenant, walking on the road one dark 
night, fell in with a number of men without being 
recognized. A boat was laying just outside the 
breakers; a rope had been put on shore from the 
boat, and they were about to haul on to it, when 
one said, '^Who are you?'' "I am Lieutenant 

Muffat, of the y^ when the man knocked him 

down with his fist ; Mu£fat got up and was knock- 
ed down a second time from a very heavy blow in 
the body. The man who had struck the blow fell 
on some shingle, and the noise he made in getting 
up told of his whereabouts. Muffat fired at the 
spot and wounded the man in the fleshy part of the 
thigh; he bled profusely; they tied a bandage 
round and took him to a town eight miles off. 
There was a hue and cry for the man who struck 
the Ueutenant, and a reward offered, but it was of 
no use. He was sent off to one of the Channel 
Islands, and remained there for four years, till the 
cry was over; he limps to this day. The boat 
went to another place and then succeeded in land- 
ing her cargo, without further interruption; the 
lieutenant having been thrown out of the hunt. 

A party of four had made arrangements to go 
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oyer to Cherbourg, in a small vessel of about 20 
tons ; father and son from one place, the other two 
men from another. It appeared that in the night 
it came on to blow very hard ; they instantly began 
to reduce their canvass; they took in two reefs 
in the mainsail, hauled down the jib and foresail, 
and ran up a storm jib. They made all as snug 
as they possibly could under such circumstances, 
and talked of the coming day; wished that there 
was more light and that the wind would cease. 
Alas ! poor fellows ; there was but one of them 
who saw the coming mom ; and he, indeed, might 
thank the Almighty God that enabled him to es- 
cape the sad and sudden fate that befel the rest o£ 
the crew. From the account of the survivor, they 
did very well up to the middle of the night; when 
about the middle of the Channel, he fancied he 
saw a dark object close upon them, which appeared 
as if it was about to fall upon them ; something 
at that instant struck the vessel close before him, 
which he took hold of, and then found himself 
lifted up into the air; what he had grasped proved 
to be the lower studding sail boom of a ship. He 
made his way, in the best manner that he could, 
into the middle of the ship, and got safe on the 
deck, ran to the side of the vessel to see how his 
mates in their little bark were getting on. Only 
let us conceive his horror; not a vestige of crew or 
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vessel was to be seen. They, poor unfortunate 
beings, had been called away in an instant. His 
exclamation of "Oh, Gracious Gk)d I are they all 
lost,*' attracted the attention of the sailors of the 
ship to himself. Their surprise, I will not attempt 
to describe; the captain came and asked many 
questions, and they ultimately came to the con- 
clusion that they were nearly on the same course 
drawing to a point ; the small vessel had ran un- 
der the lee side of the ship, which was rolling 
fearfully at the time, and had been forced under 
the water so that she filled and never righted 
again. The captain and his men did all that 
could be done; they put the ship about, and after 
looking for some time to no purpose, they steered 
towards their own destination. They behaved most 
handsomely to the poor stranger; ran down the 
Channel, and put him, (off the Cornish coast) on 
board of a vessel bound to Bristol, from which 
place he soon made his way home. The relations 
of the unfortunate lost persons were in a wretched 
state of anxiety at the long absence of the smug- 
glers; and when the preserved man got home, they 
went to him expecting to hear of their dear hus- 
bands, fathers, brothers; but, alas, their expected 
joy was turned to mournful grief and sorrow, tor 
they were never heard of more. 

At a Custom House town, some eight or nine 
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miles from the coast^ lived a tradesman of the name 
of Darke. High and low had a " how do you do^' 
for him. ^^ Here, Barnes/^ said Darke, one day, 
" run and give that poor woman, who is carrying 
that sick child, these three penny worth of half- 
pence.^' ^T?he woman said. Sir, J' "Never 

mind what the woman said; go to your work.'' 
" Boy, take that basket down to the poor work- 
man who is ill, and call on Dr. Lane, and tell him 
that I wiU settle his biU." " Yes, Sir." " What, 
are you not gone, boy?" "I only went for my 
hat. Sir." "Be oflF, what business had you to be 
without your hat I" He one day called out, " boy, 
be quick, I want you to go on an errand." The boy 
came out of the workshop, ran up the street some 
distance, came back and asked where he was to go 
too. " There is a good lad, you showed your will- 
ingness to oblige, and there is a sixpence for you." 
Now our friend had a great dislike to fire arms 
of all descriptions, of which more anon. 

Near to the sea side, on a farm, lived a relation 
of Mr. Darke's, who had often invited him to come 
over with a friend and spend a night with him. 
Darke had often said to Mr. Plumb, who held a 
position in the Customs, "what do you say to going 
with me to the Stronghood?" "I will one of 
these days." " Ah, Plumb, you have said so for 
these twelve months." At last, one day. Plumb 
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came to him and said, ^^well, Darke, I have a 
holyday, and if you like, we will go and see your 
friend the fanner; I know that you are an early 
riser and fond of mushrooms, and I have hqard 
say that there is plenty in the fields there/^ 
" Capital, Plumb, capital. Plenty, why, yes, in- 
deed there is ; if you had only seen the large basket 
of mushrooms sent to us last week/^ '^ What time 
will you start ? It is dark so early now, that we 
could have a rubber of whist or cribbage/^ " The 
horse and gig shall be at the door at five o^clock; 
be true to time ; you know I do not like to wait/^ 

" As the clock struck five,^' Darke called out. 

'^ Boy, run up to Mr. Plumb's, and say .'' 

^' Oh, here he is. Sir.'' '^I am glad that you are 
come." "So am I," cried Plumb, laughing, "why 
the town clock has not struck." " Get up, it is 
all right." 

On the road. Plumb said, " suppose Mr. Farmer 
should not be at home." -"You have no right to 
suppose any such thing; besides, there is Mrs* 
Farmer, as nice a woman as ever broke bread; 
so no more of your Job's comfort, Mr. Plumb. 
The road is very dusty, and I should like a glass 
of their home-brewed ale. You will have an 
hearty welcome, I can promise you." On their 
reaching the farm yard, Mr. Farmer saw them, 
and began, " How do you do? Bravo, my good 
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Sirs. Welcome, welcome. Wife, here is the long 
looked for come at last." ^' Here Jim," he said 
to a lad, '^ run and tell your mistress that Mr. 
DarJLe and a gentleman is come for a fortnight." 
" Yes, Sir." " And then run to Mr. Gray's and 
tell him to bring over his wife." "Yes, Sir." "And 
then — and then be quick." " Yes, Sir." In the 
house all was bustle. " Jim, you — ." " Oh, 
ma'm, I am to run over to Mr. Gray's." " Go 
then. Fanny, put out the best things in the large 
parlour. First of all, draw a mug of the best ale. 
Where is Mrs. Helper? Send her to me. I will 
look out some sheets to be aired, change my cap 
and be down in a minute. Mrs. Helper, air this 
linen; does the water boil? Could you dress a 
couple of fowls, so as to have them cold for sup- 
per?" " Yes, ma'm; the water is boiling ; 1 will 
air the linen, and cook the fowls; how lucky, 
ma'm, that they are ready for market." 

Mr. Darke shook hands with his hospitable 
cousin, introduced his friend, Mr. Plumb, and then 
the three gentlemen took a hearty pull at the 
home-brewed ale. Mr. Darke, for a time, had 
enough to do to answer the numerous questions 
put to him by his cousin. He then looked over to 
Plumb, as much as to say, " what do you think of 
this?" "Come, gentlemen, sit down; here is 
some cold ham and the remains of a hare; had you 
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sent word that you were comings we would have 
had something better for you/' They both said 
nothing could be better, and begged to be helped 
to another slice of ham. The tea they declared 
to be beautiful; and they did what a great many 
people often do on going from a town to a farm 
house — made a hearty meal. A few Mends came, 
and our town friends declared it to be one of the 
pleasantest evenings that they had ever spent away 
from their own families. Mr. and Mrs. Gray 
gave them a very pressing invitation to come and 
spend a day with them shortly. When the cou- 
sins and Plumb were by themselves. Plumb said, 
''how about the mushrooms in the morning?" 
" Oh, never mind the mushrooms, you lie a-bed, 
and Jim shall get enough of them before you are 
up,'' replied Mr. Farmer. '' We will be up at five 
o'clock ; tell Jim to call us, or we shall be laughed 
at by all our old companions," said Mr. Darke. 
'' Tell Jim that I have a half-a-crown for him, if 
he calls us at that time," said Mr. Plumb. '' Oh» 
Jim will not go to bed all night," said his master. 
He was a true prophet, Jim making a bundle of 
straw in the stable his sleeping berth. 

At the appointed hour, Jim began to knock. 
At the first rap at Plumb's door, Jim heard him 
say, " wake up Mr. Darke, and then wait till I 
come down." Mr. Darke was a little longer in 
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waking up, but at last they met below. " Jim, 
here is the money I promised ; where is the bas- 
ket?^' '^Here, Sir/^ ^^ Which is the road?'' 
''There, Sir/' The lad ran up to a man in a 
smock frock. '' Holloo, Jim, what is the matter 
now ?" *' Hush \" cried Jim ; and then put out his 
hand and said, ''why, Tom, there is a spanking 
new whip next Martimusfair ; my eye, how it will 
pop and snap." " Jim," said Mr. Plumb, "you 
know the eight acre meadow, at Brocklesome lane, 
we will go and begin there." " It is a very good 
place for them." "How far do you call it?" 
"Three-quarters of a mile from our gate." They 
got to the field and opened the gate. " Leave it 
open, Jim, we shall soon be out again." They 
walked about the field, and in one place they found 
a dozen mushrooms. Mr. Darke gathered most. 
" What is that, Jim ? Surely I hear something 
coming up the lane." " So there is. Sir ; I think 
it is a cart. Who can it be ? They must have 
been down to the sea side for gravel; at any rate, 
we shall see them, has it passes by?" They 
had arrived at the gate by this time, and the 
vehicle was a few yards from them. Mr. Plumb 
took from his coat pocket a brace of pistols, placed 
them in the hands of Mr. Darke, and said, " I 
command you, Mr. Darke, in the name of our 
Majesty the King, to aid and assist in the seizure 
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of those contraband goods in that cart.** Poor 
Darke stood in the gateway with the pistols in his 
hands^ pointing them at Plumb. " Oh, you good 
for nothing fellow, how dare you do such a thing; 
I will take the law of you, I will; and that is what 
I will do, you rogue — ^you rascal f and there he 
stood stuck up in the gateway, not daring to move. 
Not so our friend Plumb, for the instant he had 
put Darke in a fighting position, he ran up to the 
cart with similar weapons, bawling out, " I seize 
this in the King's name.'' The men were not 
very polite, for the instant they saw him coming 
towards them, they both turned their backs and 
ran as if a mad bull was after them. " Jim, come 
here, and drive these two horses up to the farm." 
^' Why, I would rather not. Sir; and here is the 
half-crown that you gave me. I will have nothing 
to do with it; only think of your coming here to' 
kidnap me into seizing things in the King's name, 
and making me a smuggler; I shall be hung or 
transported." Poor Darke, who had listened to all 
that the boy had said, cried out, "bravo, Jim, 
bravo; throw the half-crown at him, and I will give 
you two." " Come, come, Darke, we will talk this 
over; it is not a bad morning's work; you will 
have half the amount ; you know more about 
horses than I do, so come and drive." " I will 
see you hanged first; suppose these pistols had 

E 
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gone off^ and I had killed one of those poor feUows^ 
who ran like March hares^ I should never have 
forgiven myself; as for my share^ I shall give that 
to the poor of the parish/* '' Come^ old acquaint- 
ance, where are the pistols ?'* ''I threw them into 
the field, and then ran behind the hedge, afraid 
that they would go off when they fell; you knew 
how much I disliked gunpowder; and to think of 
your putting the pistols into my hands/' By this 
time, Plumb had found them, and said, ^Hook 
here, there is no powder or ball in them, and if 
there was there is no caps, so there was not much 
chance of your hurting any one. Come, Jim, my 
boy, this is not so bad as you think ; take hold of 
the whip and drive on; I will hold you harmless 
in any court in England, and you shall have two 
half-crowns; keep the one that you have got, and 
I will give you another/' The lad did as he was 
desired. " It is past seven, and I am sure that 
there will be a nice lireakfast ready for us when 
we get back. Where will you put the horses?'' 
^^ Into the bam, on the left side, if Mr. Farmer 
wiU allow me. Oh ! here he comes to meet us/' 
'^ Holloo, holloo, what does this mean ?" Their 
morning's adventure was soon told. " I came to 
tell you that breakfast is quite ready; here is the 
key of the bam that you mentioned; run on^ Jim^ 
and open the gates, I will drive; come^ these are 
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neav)r inuslurooms^ gentlemen. Put the horses 
into the small stable^ lock them up and bring the 
key to Mr. Plumb/' 

"Good mornings gentlemen; come in; I hope 
you slept well, and that your walk has given you 
an appetite for your breakfast/' was the salutation 
of the worthy Mrs. Farmer. " Pray do not be 
afraid of the eggs ; oh, here is Fanny with plenty 
more. I hope that the coffee is to your liking.'' 
The kindness of Mrs. F. appeared to be compen- 
sated by the hearty manner in which they one and 
all partook of a good substantial breakfast. To- 
ward^ the latter part of it, our town cousin jumped 
up with an exclamation of " bless me, I have forgot 
to look after the mare this morning. Tom, Tom." 
^'Hear I am. Sir." "Come with me. Listen, 
Tom, cannot you get into the barn, were the tubs 
are, without the key; hey, Tom?" "Why, I 
think I can. Sir, from the calf pen." " Then you 
go and take four from the 'cart and cover them 
over with some litter; they will do for your master 
when we are gone." " Come, come," says Darke 
to himself, "if Plumb should laugh at me about 
there being no powder in the pistols, I can then 
return the laugh about Tom and the four tubs. 
Dear me, I wish that I had told him to take six; 
but, there, that is enough." As he entered the 
breakfast room, he said, " I will thank you, cousin. 
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for one more cup of tea; I think that it is your 
nice cream that makes it so good, for I never en- 
joyed tea better/^ And so said Plumb. Mrs. 
Farmer told Mrs. Gray when they met, that she 
had never attended to a pleasanter little party in 
her life, for they seemed to enjoy every thing that 
they eat and drank. "What did you have?^' 
"Coffee, tea, eggs, cold fowl, ham, little loaves 
baked that morning, fresh butter, two lobsters and 
some fine prawns.'^ 

Tom came and saw Mr. Darke and told him 
that he had done what he wished him to do. 
" Thank you, Tom; now mind what I am goiiig to 
say; when you are married, I will give you a new 
hat and your wife a new bonnet.'^ Fanny, who 
had heard this, laughed outright, and said " we 
will not forget your kind promise. Sir. I will take 
care of that. Tom, why don't you thank Mr. 
Darke.'' "Thank you. Sir; thank you; we are 
very much obliged to you." 

"Now, Mr. Plumb, when do you think of start- 
ing for town? How are we to go?" "Why, I 
have sent Jim for the constable to go with the cart, 
so we will go into the barn and count the tubs. 
Mr, Farmer has lent Tom to drive, so we will start 
them off and^ then go and take farewell of those 
kind hospitable relations of yours ; with whom I 
have formed an agreeable acquaintance I hope for 
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life.^^ Fifty-two tubs were counted in the cart; 
the constable had come and was entrusted with the 
command. Tom came from the kitchen smiling. 
"Where have you been too, Thomas ?'' said his 
master. " Only in the kitchen to ask Fanny if 
there was anything to be brought from town.'' 
" Well, is there ? Oh, what was you at with that 
little piece of paper that you were putting round 
one of Fanny's fingers, just now?" "Lau, only 

think of that ." *Mr. Darke kindly helped 

the poor fellow, and said, "there drive away, Tom. 
Call at my house before you leave town." They 
had gone but a very Uttle way, when a very low 
" Tom, Tom," was heard from the orchard ; on 
looking over the hedge, there was Fanny with a 
basket, picking up the fallen apples. " Do not 
forget, Tom; a very little larger." "No fear; I 
will not forget, Mrs. Brown." " Ha, ha; get on 
there, do; what afiinny fellow; why, my name is 
Smith." " Yes, Fanny ; but it will soon be sum- 
mut else. There, if I don't have a buss my name 
is not Thomas Brown." "Off for your life; here 
be master and the gentlemen coming at the other 
end of the orchard." Tom nimbly ran along the 
ditch, and turned the comer without being seen. 
Fanny was in hopes that her master would not 
take notice of her, and kept walking round and 
round; but she was much deceived, for the three 
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gentlemen went in a direct line to where she was. 
"Holloo, Fanny, what are you doing here?'' 
'^Picking up fallen apples. Sir/' 'Ticking up 
fallen apples ! why, this is a walnut tree." And 
so it was. ''Dear me. Sir; I haVe picked these 
up," showing her basket ; kept walking on and did 
not look up. " Oh, that Tom ! oh, that love ! 
here is Fanny who has been with us for five years, 
and she don't know a walnut tree from an apple 
tree." They laughed heartily at poor Fanny, wh6 
walked away to another part of the orchard. 
" Never mind, Fanny, you shall have the bonnet 
whenever you ace married." " Thank you, Mr. 
Darke." Mr. Farmer said, in an undertone, " ask 
her when she is going to be married." " Four 
weeks next Monday, if you please, gentlemen." 
They had then another laugh. " Those trees con- 
vey the sound, or else she would have never heard 
what I said." Jim then came to tell them that 
the horse and gig was ready. Darke foimd an 
opportunity to inform Mr. Farmer of what was left 
in the bam for him. "Well, this is making a 
smuggler of one with his will or without his will." 
A cordial shake of the hands all round, a taste 
once more of their home-brewed ale, and then up 
into the gig; the last words they heard were 
" you must come again soon ; for we shall be very 
glad to see you both." 
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'^They are nice kind people, and have got a snug 
farm there/' '^ Yes, that is true. Well, now for 
business. Plumb. What do you intend doing ?'^ 
'Tliisten; the brandy will bring £80, the two horses 
and cart, say £20 more. The expenses first paid. 
The rascal of an informer agreed to take a certain 
sum, which will be paid on Saturday; His Ma^ 
jesty's moiety taken out, will leave us nearly £40, 
which will be divided equally between us. In- 
formers are the very scum of society in all grades, 
and are looked upon even by those who are bene- 
fitted by their information, as tools of no further 
use; I should like to see the informer in this in- 
stance whipped at the cart's tail.'' *^ That is my 
mind. Plumb. There is Tom and the cart, let us 
pass them and arrive in the town first." At the 
entrance of the town. Plumb alighted, and Darke 
soon arrived home and called out for Barnes. 
" Take care of the mare, Barnes, and if an honest 
fellow, dressed in a round firock, calls and asks for 
me, you had better come and find me out." 
Plumb went to the Custom House and reported 
what has been here stated. " What are we to do 
with the horses and cart ?" " Send them down 
to the carriers, and ask them, what they will give 

for them ; and tell Mr. ^ the carrier, to be so 

good as to take care of them till we hear from 
Iiondon." 
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Barnes came in the afternoon^ and said^ '' if you 
please^ Sir, Thomas Brown wishes to see you/' 
'' Bring him in. Well, Tom, how do you get on?" 
" Famously, Sir/' '' Tell me what you have done/' 
'^ I drove down to the Custom House, when five or 
six men came up to the cart and took the tubs 
out, two at a time, as quick as if it had been the 
last load of wheat at harvest time and supper 
ready, when they were all taken away. Mr. Plumb 
told me to take a note and drive to the Car- 
rie^, and there leave the horses and cart, and 
th^ come back to him. I did, Sir. Then one 
asked me what I charged. Mr. Plumb then kindly 
spoke and said that I was the man who looked 
after the horses ; and if he did not give me ten 
shillings, may I never see Fanny again.'' 

" Thomas, you tell Mr. and Mrs. Farmer that I 
wish them to let you and Fanny have a holyday 
next Monday. Put the horse and light cart up 
and come here ; I will then go with you, and you 
shall have a hat and coat and Fanny a bonnet and 
gown." '^ Lau, well, to be sure. I can only pray . 
to God to bless you. Sir; and I hope he will, with 
all my heart/' 

The following tales are more for my young 
readers than adults, they having mostly occurred 
when I was young. A gentleman gave my father 
a very fine handsome Newfoundland pup. As I 
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was very fond of dogs, father said very kindly that 
it should be called my dog. He was a black and 
white marked dog, with a bushy tail, and went by 
the name of Buck ; of most lively habits, faithful, 
kind, strong and courageous. I was never known 
to forget Buck at dinner time. The dog became 
a general favourite of mine and also of my com- 
panions ; how he became so to the latter, I will 
soon explain. A quay on the side of an inland 
channel aflforded a good place for bathing; the 
road to which was through some fields, at a dis- 
tance from the town were we lived of about one 
and a half miles. One afternoon, a party of ten 
or twelve lads were going to have a bathe ; in pass- 
ing through some meadows, we were attacked by 
black cattle. The dog was the cause of their 
coming, no doubt. We ran as fast as our legs 
could carry us, and thought we were safe, when 
to our fearful amazement, out came three of the 
black gents in advance of us. " Oh, dear ! oh, 
dear ! which way shall we go ?" The three began 
to toss their heads, elevate their tails, and bellow 
as if they had got colds. ''This way; this way; 
here they come. What shall we do ?'' Buck had 
ran close to me ; I thought him too young to as- 
sist, but not so with him. He began to growl, 
then to bark, ran towards them, stopped and looked 
back, as much as to say, '' May I go ?" " Hie, 
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there. Buck; hie away; bite them/' The dog no 
sooner heard the word, than away he went, and 
away ran the three cattle and soon joined the 
main body, who had made a sudden stop, drew 
themselves into the form of a crescent. Buck in the 
centre barking away in a most animated manner. 
You may talk of your electric telegram's quick- 
ness, but it is nothing to compare with the quick 
return of courage to my companions and myself. 
On Buck's gallant sally, " bravo. Buck ; good dog; 
bite them, dog ; oh, I wish I had a stick ; here is 
plenty of stones ;'' was cried. By this time, we 
had got up to a high gate, close to a public road. 
I whistled for the dog and called him by name. 
We were still in the field, when a movement of the 
canine animal brought our black foes nearer to 
us. " Here they come again \" had the effect of 
sending all of us over the gate as quick as any 
steeple chaser could have done it. On the dog 
coming to the gate, our enemy came within a 
stone's throw, and if the stones had wounded, very 
few of them would have got off free from a wound. 
Buck instantly rose cent per cent in their estima- 
tion, and the stroking of his back and the patting 
of his sides were immense ; he standing puffing 
and blowing, with his nose towards the cattle and 
his eyes fixed on them. We had a bathe, and 
came another road home. 
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On a common^ famed for cricket^ dose to the 
town^ a matcli was being played. It came on to 
blow cold^ though in July. My father was at the 
wicket some time ; an old friend called out^ in one 
of the overs, ''Mr. Major, may I put on your 
great coat.'* ''Yes.'' He did so^ and, as he was 
strolling roimd, passed by a party of yoimg ones 
playing with a quilted ball and two pump handle 
sort of bats. My brother and me were among 
them and the dog laying down with our jackets. 
When he saw the great coat, away he went, and 
did not leave it till returned to the owner. He 
went through a crowd and walked across the com- 
mon, passing his master, all to no purpose; he 
kept close to the coat till taken off by the wearer 
and put on by his master. 

When a year or so had passed, the dog became 
my inseperable companion. I had a difficulty in 
leaving him behind when I went to school. A 
brother, who was a midshipman, came home for a 
week or two, and one day made up a party to go 
down and bathe. When at tl^ place, he said, 
" Will, make Buck lay doito-en the sand, and we 
can go to the side of the wharf to undress, and 
the dog shall have a swim after we come out; if he 
went with us he would wet our clothes.'' The dog 
laid down where he had a view of us. The middy 
^nd other swimmers swam out in front of the 
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wharf; the lads who could not swim^ of which I 
was one^ were paddling from the side of the wharf 
to a coal barge loaded very deep, being but a few 
inches out of the water. We could just achieve 
this fcat^ the water beiug up to our shoulders. 
We passed backwards and forwards two or three 
times, when some oflScers^ servants, who had un- 
dressed on the sands, came to where we were; 
one of them took hold of me, and shoved me 
under the water. The instant I got my mouth 
clear of the water, I cried out, " Buck,'^ as loud 
as I possibly could; he wanted no second call; 
but rushing in, with his head close to the water, 
his ears up, growling and straining every nerve to 



be with me. I had called the man a coward and 
a fool, and I have no doubt he would have given 
me a second edition, when he took notice of the 
dog. " Who^s dog is that ? " " Mine, you coward, 
and he will give you such a shaking for taking 
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hold of me. Bite him, Back/^ The man made 
the hest haste he could to the barge and thence 
two or three steps up the only ladder that was in 
her. The dog scrambled on board and then 
made to the ladder. I, by this time, had got to 
the wharf and began to dress, jeering the man and 
telling the dog to mind him. The man threatened. 
I laughed at his threats. When my eldest brother 
returned and made one of the party, he said, 
'' William, what is that dog at there ? '' "I will 

tell you, M ; that man camea nd took hold of 

me and ducked me, and I called Buck and there 
he is now.'^ " Will, call him away.^^ " He was 
going to duck me a second time, only the dog 
came and he soon drove him up there.'^ My bro- 
ther, who had called to the dog a dozen times, got 
angry, and I, who had prolonged the time as much 
as I possibly could, gave out the name of Buck ; he 
came and looked at me, and I then said " come 
here.^^ After our bfithe we went to a little public 
house and had some bread, cheese, biscuits and 
ale. There was an old fashioned two-leaved dining 
table in the room ; Buck got under it and had a 
joint share of the biscuits and bread. My brother 
had gone to the bar to settle the score, when open 
came the door and there stood the man who had 
ducked me. " Oh ! there you are ; I have been on 
the look out for you ; I will twist your ears for 
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you, you rogue." ' ''If I were two or three years 
older you would be too great a coward to do that/' 
I laughingly said, "Buck/' the dog came and 
out went the man, leaving behind a laughing 
party, and he gave us a wide berth going home. 

A party of lads, one harvest time, went out on 
a nutting expedition, and begged that I would 
take Buck with me. It was rather too early for 
ripe nuts, though we only looked along the hedges^ 
which are generally ripe a week or two sooner than 
those in the copses. We had rambled up and 
down the hedges for two or three hours, when one 
proposed that we should have dinner; it was soon 
agreed to do so, at the first favourable spot. 
A four-acre field of standing com, with a narrow 
foot path across it, was thought to be just the place; 
not the path, but three or four yards in the com ; 
and in a few minutes we were all seated in a circle. 
The com was rolled as flat as a pancake, and then 
came such a display of what our kind mothers had 
packed up for their boys — ^slices of cold meat, 
sausage rolls, apple stucklings and bread and 
cheese, with a bottle of milk and a bottle of tea 
made very sweet. Who so happy as we ? Our 
laughs and calling to one another might have 
been heard half a mile, and I have no doubt it was 
our noisy hilarity that was the ultimate cause of 
our sudden discomfiture. The field belonged to a 
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gentleman who had a most surly man for his 
bailiflF. His name was Seek. He had a stout pony 
to carry him about and used a large heavy whip. 
Woe to the poor woman, girl, or boy that he found 
taking a turnip, breaking a hedge, or oflF the foot 
path. The first intimation that we had was the 
closing of the gate. " Who is that ?" A smack 
of the whip and the clatter of hoofs caused 
every lad to cry out, " Old Seek, old Seek ; ^' 
and away started the boys, leaving their hats, 
caps^ jackets and all the eatables behind. 

The bailiff came on in a smart canter, smacking 
his whip and hollowing ^'you young villains, I will 
give you such a whipping f when a sudden stop 
was put to his further career by our old friend 
Buck, who sprang to the path in a crouching atti- 
tude, ready for a spring. He pulled up with a 
look of terrified amazement at the dog, and then 
the remark of '' Who^s dog are you?'' came from 
the quivering lips of the trembling bailiff. " He 
is mine,'' I said in a bold manner. " You should 
not take such a dog as that out with you." 
"Why?" "He is a very savage dog." "Only 
to those who are going to hurt me." " What is 
your name ?" " William." " What is your other 
name ?" A brother older than myself, who had 
hid in the standing corn up to this time, came into 
the path on his hands and knees, said, " don't tell 
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him, Will/^- " Who is that?^^ said Seek. ''My 
brother Greorge/' " Now you two boys, take your 
things and go away; leave all the rest/' George 
said, " Will, you keep the dog there ; and mind, 
old boy,«or else the dog will have you oflF that 
pony in a minute, if you do not take care/' He, 
all this time, was taking up an armful of the runa- 
way's clothes, who were safely waiting behind a 
hedge in another field. '' George, George, have 
you got my hat and jacket V He told them that 
they should have all, if they only waited a minute. 
The old man began to find out, in a Jemmy 
Tweedle sort of manner, my weak point. "Thaf s 
a fine dog. What's his name?" "Buck," I replied. 
"Very handsome, is he fond of the water?" " Yes, 
I believe he is." The dog hearing our friendly 
chat, seemed to drop his vigilance, his ears and 
tail were not so erect, and he lay down in the 
path. My brother, who saw how it was with us, 
on his coming for the remainder of the articles, 
cried out, " mind, Will, Seek will give you a cut 
with his whip and ride ofi*." " If he does. Buck will 
soon have him off his pony." " Oh, no ; I should 
not think of doing any such thing as that; only 
don't come here again, there is good boys. How 
could you think of going among the standing com, 
aye, boys?" We said that we were very sorry for 
having done so, but we would do not do it again. 
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I helped to carry some of their clothes^ walking be- 
fore Seek^ with the dog between ns^ to the hedge. 
I threw then over and they were soon taken care 
of by their 0¥niers. Seek rode away muttering^ 
'' you had better not come here again/^ When we 
were ready for a further movement^ we gave three 
lusty cheers and cried out ''Buck for ever/' 

It is astonishing with what temerity the rabbit, 
the fox and other animals will run on the side 
of the cliff. Equally so the man in pursuit of 
them. Two hardy sportsmen, with guns and a 
ferret, in a cat like manner, had got some distance 
up the cUff. One of them was standing with his 
gun cocked, on some rubble; his mate cried '' look 
out;'' in turning quickly round, the rubble gave 
way, and down he rolled 70 or 80 feet, over and 
over, the gun going off in his descent ; he stopped 
on a ledge, which saved him from going 30 feet 
further. His friend hastened down as fast as 
he could, expecting to ^d him seriously hurt. 
To his great joy, he found him sitting up, rubbing 
his elbow, then looking up, exclaimed, ''my eye, 
what a roll!'' "Are you hurt?" '*No; but I 
have rubbed my elbows and knees a little; but 
nothing to hurt." And continued the sport until 
night put a stop to it. 

One day, being in a foot path within hail of the 
cliff, and hearing some one say, " come here ; come 

F 
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liere;^^ and a waving of Iiats^ caused me and my 
oompanion to go to two villagers^ who were at 
work near the edge of the cliff. On onr joining 
them^ they said, "look here, we have found a ra- 
ven's nest with four young ones in it. If you look 
at them, they will gape and show you their im- 
mense mouths.'^ " Where is the nest?'' '^Just 
over that furze j now, kneel down, and take hold 
of that thorn bush with one hand, and hold tight 
the iiirze with the other ; I will hold your leg, so 
dp not be a&aid." But I was, and not a little. 
I did pretty much as they told me, and caught 
sight of the nest and birds. " That will do," I 
said. That was the first and last look that I ever 
took over the edge of a cliff. I told them so, and 
I have kept my word. They smilingly asked, 
how I should like to be at that place, (pointing to 
a spot fifty yards away) and draw up thirty or 
forty tubs, of a dark night, as they had done. 
*' What do you intend doing with the young ones?" 
"Oh, let them be for a few days longer, and then 
take them." " How will you do it?" " Very easy; 
make the end of a rope fast to a stake or crow 
bar drove into the ground, put the rope under our 
arms and swing over; we shall then put the birds 
into a bag or inside of our round frock, and it is 
soon done." I saw one of them running about the 
hotel yard afterwards. 
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Being on the sand, one day, I was channed with 
the merry cry of the fox hounds. There appeared 
to be a check for a time. When a cheerful '' Tally 
ho I yoick, yoick;'' and then there came such a 
rattling musical break out that made the cliffs and 
dn old glen echo again. You may tell of Jullien's 
Promenade Concerts, and the grand effect when 
the band joins a solo player; but it is all as 
nothing io what was heard then, (in my estima- 
tion.) High notes, soft low falsetto bass and 
other keys vibrating along the cKff. I think that 
I shall never forget it. Oh, was I not in lucVs 
way that afternoon? Pug ran down the glen and 
then up the side; then took the side of the cliff 
behind some cottages. I did not forget that I had 
a strong voice. He was a gallant fellow. Some 
five or six hounds came over above the glen, and 
an old bitch got to the edge of the cliff, (pug's 
track having been five or six feet from the top.) 
She put her nose over and instantly began to wind 
him. For a short time the few hounds had a 
Hvely burst, joined by the whole pack. After run- 
ing a few minutes, the hounds being close to his 
brush, he made for the cliff again, hard pressed by 
a leading hound. There was a place that the wa- 
ter had washed out a sort of gutter, that ran down 
eighteen or twenty feet; at the base, owing to 
some earth falling which had raised a mound, that 
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had shortened the distance considerably. Pag 
looked below and at his assailant on the top of 
the gutter; then one more look below^ and over he 
came. The noble hound dashed into the gutter, 
viewed the ''varminf and followed. I ran up to 
the place^ but hj this time half the pack were in 
the gutter. I rated^ I bawled and sent them to 
kennel all to no purpose with Trueboy, for over he 
came^ (though I flatter myself it had a good effect 
on the others.) The fox got up and made away 
between the diffs^ the first hound following. 
Trueboy^ not so lucky in his descent^ took one 
turn over and fell on his back ; he never ran again, 
though taken home in a day or two. Pug went to 
earth; the huntsman came between the cliff and 
took away the noble hound; the hounds in the 
gutter were impounded, and were obliged to be 
brought to the top with ladders and ropes. 

An outcry of " a shoal of muUet is close in 
shore,'' was raised one day. A boat put off with 
a net and rowed away in a hurry. A person stood 
on the cliff pointing to the edge of the water. 
One of the boatmen took hold of the end of the 
net and got out into the water and remained still 
while the man in the boat rowed and dropped the 
net in a semicircle. Having done this, he then 
took hold of the other end of the net and began 
to haiQ it towards the shore, the man in the water 
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doing the same thing. The fish came leaping in 
the net by thousands^ and they caught nearly a 
cart load. The pointer was on the sand when the 
mullet were hauled in, and remarked that he 
thought that there was another shoal, and he 
would go and look for them. " Come, Johnny/* 
he said to his boy of seven years old, " cannot you 
and I get up the difff Letus try.'' He took him 
by the hand and began to ascend, in a serpentine 
manner. It was by fer the steepest place towards 
the top. He told the boy to take hold of his 
jacket; he then made the best use of both hands 
in grasping every tuff of grass or weeds within his 
reach. The breaking away of his hand hold would 
have sent him and his little boy to the bottom. 
Having reached a ledge or shelf like place near the 
top, the remainder of the ascent was to him an 
easy task. He never has attempted the like again 
with his boy. 

Some time ago, three persons were about to de- 
scend the same way that our friend went up. One 
of them, on reaching the ledge, was so overcome 
on looking down, that he became completely para- 
Uzed; the other two could not prevail on him to go 
either up or down, and they were obliged to obtain 
help to get him back to the top. 

A second occurrence happened on the same 
q[K>t to a female, who was thrown into hysterics 
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and was taken up blind folded to the top with 
ropes. A gentleman told me of a similar incident. 
He was one of a party who had reached the sum- 
mit of a high hill^ when one of his companions was 
overcome with a nervous dread; he nearly fainted 
and became utterly helpless^ and kept them there 
for six hours ; at last they obtained the assistance 
of a number of labourers^ and he was earned down 
by faux of them at a time. 7his gentl^oaan waiS a 
person who had at various times shown great pre- 
sence of mind rarely surpassed. He saved a per- 
son £rom drowning at a great risk to himself and 
had assisted two females to escape from a house on 
fire in a very praiseworthy manner. 

I was told a tale but yesterday^ in which the 
nervous system of as many as thirty strong men 
was vanquished for a time by a very trifling cause. 
These men were met together to carry tubs; each 
man had two tubs^ tied together with a rope^ on 
his shoulder^ one before and one behind him. 
They were on a down and had just come up to a 
hedge ; they Vere walking by the side of the hedge 
when a noise was heard on the other side. Before 
they could say ''What is that?'^ a whitish thing 
came right threw the hedge^ tu^poted a comer that 
was near^ and was gone. Down went the tubs; 
two or three at firsts ajid then the whole of them; 
and then they all rushed past the hedge and ran 
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bye Pope's Corner; wlien isbej had got some dis- 
tance away they heard their> leader^ whisfle^ then 
they all stopp^; they heard it a second time and 
then a third time; all rights lads. They then 
went back^ took np the tvtbs and brought them to 
their destination in sa&ty. '^ What was it that 
came through the hedge ?^ ''At6ken,Sir.'' ^'A 
token; what makes yon think so? I thought all 
that sort of things now a days, oiJy made people 
laugh/' When thqr had done with the tubs, ihey 
talked it orer, and all agreed that it was a tc^en. 
Th^e was about a dozesk men with the leader who 
did not see it, but more than forty men were out 
that night. Next day, two of the men went and 
looked at the hedge ; th^ said that there was a 
break init andlikewise the track of hc^nses, one of 
which had no shoes on, and that there was a gray 
horse on the down which had been there some 
time, and most likely that was what had frighten 
them. But we knew better. 

Th^re is one caution I beg to giye to any perscHi 
who is not acquainted with the diffs, and that is 
never to go dose to the edge on the top, nor dose 
to the base at the bottom, so that you may avoid 
the founders (as they are called here) that are con- 
tinually £alling. 

I have seen some of our bold crag's men hasten 
by certain spots, fearing a founder, with as much 
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dread as ever aschool boydidinpassmg^in a dark 
nighty the dreaded cliiircli yard or a bogee bam. 
In one spot in paridcnlar^ when the tide is nearly 
np^ they would sooner wet their feet than go dose 
to the diff. This mornings there was a founder a 
few hundred yards from where I live ; it had come 
away from the top and spread itsielf thirty or forty 
yards towards the sea. I went and looked over it 
in the hope of finding some petrification without 
success; very rarely is one to be found directly 
after a &31; it is necessary to have rough weather 
so that the water may wash the earth and sand 
from them. Then go after a rough tide and most 
likely your search will be rewarded. The founder 
that I speak of^ was over a bed of Gryphea Sinnata, 
which are like oysters and are commonly called so, 
and they are often foimdof the length of eleven or 
twelve inches in a perfect condition. 

A lady, one fine day, was in search of spedmens, 
and her servant carried a basket to contain the 
collected treasures. When I came up to the place 
where they were, the lady was seated on a sand 
rock partaking of a sandwich, and the servant was 
washing her hands near the sea about to do the 
same. We had asked one another what success 
we had meet with, and were about to compare the 
different specimens we had collected. I stood with 
my face to the diff, and fortunately observed a 
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movement on its teuce, and catching hold of the 
lad/s wrist, I cried out, ''away,'' and pnlled her 
a few feet towards the sea, when down it came. 
" Oh, dear. Sir, I really thought that you were 
crazy. How much obliged I am to you. Only 
think how very close it was too us.'' The lady's 
open parasol had been left behind with the top 
downwards, and had caught about a gallon of the 
fallen earth; I threw the earth out of the parasol 
and returned it to the lady, and remarked that the 
next time she took her lunch on the sand she had 
better find a seat a little further from the cliff. 

There are the remains of a founder that fell some 
years ago less than a mile away from the one that 
fell to-day. The one prior to this day's founder, 
fell between 10 and 11 a. m. The first fall, for 
there were many, sounded like a discharge of heavy 
artillery, and the second and third fall equally so; 
it kept falling through the whole day, though no- 
thing to equal the former part of it. The singular 
and I may say awfol moving mass, struck a feeling 
of indescribable sensation in our hearts and made 
us feel sincerely thankful to that Almighty Being 
who rarely suffers sach a stupendous scene to visit 
us. Conceive, if possible, a cliff three hundred 
feet high, with a ledge or shelf running up fifty or 
sixty feet from the base, and a mass of earth fall- 
ing from the top, covering the ledge and reaching 
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nearly low water mark^ three or four hiindrod yardA 
long and coyering an area of eight or ten aci^. 
Stones of the sand rock kind aa large |U9 houses, 
falling and making the ground sh^e, the dust 
flyings pieces from the top of the diff scaling off, 
so that it appeared from the top to the bottom to 
be one continuous mound or heap. I have no 
reason to doubt but that an active man, could have 
gone from the top to the bottom in st^ety* 

In returning from a cricket match one dark 
night, I was close under an upright diff; I had a 
dog with me, who kept a yard or two in advance^ 
I had gone the same way in the middle of the day. 
The dog suddenly turned to the left and I did the 
same, crying, "hoUoo, captain, what is that for ?'* 
When on the instant a fall from the cUff ooc^irred 
to my right with a duU noise. With my walking 
stick, for it was too dark to see, I found a heap of 
earth that had fallen since I passed in the 4ay, so 
if I had not turned, I should most likely have 
fiEkllen over the heap that was down and beeo 
buried in the one that came down la$t. I san^ 
that beautiful hymn on gratitude, " When all Thy 
merdes, oh my God/' 

I am of s^ opinion that a walk, on the sea shore 
to those unaccustomed to the sea, is not only 
healthy and invigorating to the body, but equally 
so to the mind; and often causes thoughts of ouir 
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Grei^ Creator to coring into am* hearts that we 
had almost beoojpoe strangers too. Looking at 
that vast piece of water — at its globular shaped ho- 
rizon^ with here and there a mast or two and most 
likely a long column of smoke extending a distance 
of three or four miles^ issuing from a steamer; and 
then at your feet, a child of seven or eight years 
playing with his tiny boat, his safety line on his 
finger to puU her on the beach when upset, which 
he does in mimic fear; rights and laimches her 
once again to meet the like misfortune. A num- 
ber of fishing boats, with their sails taken in, the 
occupants to their daily avocations ; with that ever 
wonderful curiosity to people from inland coun- 
tries — the restless rushing waves. All these ob- 
jects, I have no doubt, fill each breast with grate- 
fill thoughts of the Maker and Ruler of All Things. 
A person Uving by the sea side, is often favoured 
with sights of a rare and singular character. 
Mirage is one of them. A gentleman remarl^ed 
to me one evening, " what is that land I have seen 
in such a direction ?^^ *^ There is no land that you 
could see with a glass, much more with the naked 
eye,'^ I rephed. On looking in the direction 
pointed out, you might see nearly the whole of 
the land, (which was a bay) reflected apparently 
eight or ten miles from us ; it was about 6 p. m. 
and very calm at the time; it continued visible 
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until simdown (in July.) The reflection was on^ 
or what appeared to be^ a fog bank^ a thin white 
looking vapour surmounting the whole of the mi- 
rage. The fog bank extended £ar awaj in the 
western horizon. A second mirage showed a dif- 
ferent scene; it showed itself about 10 o'clock on 
a Simday morning ; it was then calm and appeared 
to be about five or six miles off. It had the same 
vapoury looking appearance as the firsts though the 
vapour extended further ; yet there was no fog bank 
or land reflected. This time it was a ship and a 
schooner; both of them having all their sails set. 
The reflection of the vessels were reversed and the 
spectural illusion was most singular. Only ima- 
gine the hull of a ship upside down in the air. 
Put your fingers on a looking glass and you will 
then have the ideal position of the vessels and re- 
flection. I will just remark that the sun in the 
first instance was nearly opposite and very dim^ 
though the weather was not cloudy. In the second 
it was almost under the sun^ and like the other, 
very dim. Unfortunately there was no ship to be 
seen in the first instance, so it is not to be said 
what appearance it might have taken. 

I have often thought that it was somethiiig like 
what has been here related, that gave rise to Capt. 
Marryat's celebrated story of ^'Vanderdecken, or 
the Phantom Ship.'' 
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I was once fortunate enough to see a ship in full 
sail in the disk of the rising moon; it was but the 
sight of a minute^ yet it made a lasting impression 
on my mind. The moon rose nearly due east and 
the ship's course lay from the south to the north ; 
every sail appeared to be in use^ and the beautiful 
outline of the whole showed most magnificently on 
the red looking moon^ such being its appearance 
at the time of rising. A companion and myself 
were pleased to find that we were not the only 
observers^ a party of three^ as we afterwards found 
out^ saw the pleasing sight and were as highly 
gratified as ourselves. 

In attempting a description of a thunder storm^ 
I beg to say I should not have done so if it had 
not been requested by a dear friend ; a storm hav- 
ing been described by many so much better than 
I am capable of doing. Let me inform my rea- 
ders that I live in a cottage dose^ very close^ to 
the sea, on a terrace, eight or nine feet abov^high 
water mark of a spring tide. When the wind blows 
from a certain quarter, I am often wet with the 
water breaking over the sea wall, as well as many 
others, in passing along the terrace. On the west 
side is a deep glen, beyond that the cliffs ; about 
a quarter of a mile from the glen commences a 
second cUff ; on the lower one there is a ledge or 
platform several yards wide; the cliff in this way 
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extends nearly a mile; on the other side is a 
cliflF showing a great number of diflferent strata; 
at three or four miles distance are some high downs 
with cliffs of different colours — ^white, red and 
brown. All these cliffs are on the edge of a bay, 
forming the third of a circle, being about five 
miles from point to point. 

On a summer evening the sky became over- 
cast and appeared as if we were about to have a 
thunder storm. Indeed we did have one. It 
came up against the wind, though it looked dark 
and murky all round the horizon; a closeness was 
in the air that soon became oppressive. In a short 
time we heard a clap of thunder, followed rapidly 
by others. I began to count, after seeing the 
flash of lightning, twenty-fbur. I told again 
eighteen; then fifteen. ''Why do you count 
when you see a flash of lightning ?'' asked a friend. 
" Too know how far it is off.^^ " How can you tell 
that ?'^ " Why, sound travels at the rate of 1,142 
feet a second ; in three seconds — call it yards — 
so you will find that 22,840 yards, or nearly thir- 
teen miles in a minute is about its rate of travel- 
ling. Now we calculate that the storm is ap- 
proaching very rapidly and will soon be here.'' In 
a few minutes there was one of the most vivid 
flashes, so that before I could count three there 
came a report that seemed to shake the whole of 
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the place to its centre ; the echoes and vibrations 
from the cliffs were immense; clap after clap fol- 
lowed^ thongh nothing to be compared with the 
one that was so close upon ns. The rain fell in 
torrents^ ov^flowing many places. The thunder 
passed on and was only heard now and then in 
the distance. The lightning illumined the whole 
of the space around and continued the best part 
of the night. About 10 o^clock at night it was, I 
may say, at its zenith. The west cliffs were for an 
instant as light as day. With a gas like hue, 
every point or crag of the sand rocks were shown 
out most boldly for an instant, then all was dark ; 
again and again was this repeated, only to appear 
darker than ever when it disappeared. Away in 
the south-east and the east was to be seen the 
forked, zig-zaged and chain lightning. At inter- 
vals of a few seconds between them towards the 
north, on the downs, was seen a continuous play- 
ing of sheet lightmng, appearing and disappeariag 
quicker than a person could count them. There 
were a few vessels in the bay which showed out 
splendidly. Indeed it may be said that it was a 
storm rarely seen in this country, and those who 
saw it, I think, will never forget the night. 

There are very few people but what have heard of 
a water spout ; and though common in many parts 
of the globe, it is of rare occurrence in this coun- 
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try. You have often heard of the dread that ma- 
riners feel on seeing one of those stupendous 
spouts approaching in proximity to their ship^ and 
of the strenuous exertions made by the whole of 
the crew to avoid coming in contact with that 
fearful enemy — ^water in the air ; using every skil- 
fiil tactic to get out of their course ; often firing 
cannon balls at them^ so that they may burst be- 
fore they reach the ship. They well knowing that 
a watery grave must be their fate if it breaks 
on their vessel or near to it. The vast bulk of 
watei* falling is inconceivable to landsmen. A 
sailor told me of one that broke a few hundred 
yards from them; they saw it some time before it 
came abreast of them and then broke; it caused 
for a few minutes a heap to rise on the ocean^ 
similar to what is seen in the streets of London at 
a fire^ when the fire plug has been removed and 
the water flows steadUy from the pipe. He had 
seen three in his travels^ though only one that 
broke. I heard a person remark that he saw what 
had been done by the breaking of one the week 
before ; fortunately it discharged itself close to the 
sea on too a bank^ making a channel for itself 
through the bank that it fell on^ leaving tracts of 
the course it had taken. It is not at all times 
that it breaks at the bottom. It appears some- 
times on a sudden^ and has been seen to break in 
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an instant. Again^ it has been observed to come 
to a ship^ to pass and remain in sight for many 
miles without breaking. Some are^ I have no 
doubt^ larger than others. I have not had expe- 
rience sufficient to say that the one I saw on the 
South Coast was either a large or small one. It 
was on a dull calm day in winter^ but by no means 
a cold day, when my companion and myself cried 
out, "look, look!'' and instantly we knew that it 
was a water spout that was coming near our path; 
its appearance was like a long dead snake with its 
head off, and seemed the same size at one end as 
at the other; the bottom was like the end of a 
finger rounded off; it had a dark cloudy look 
from top to bottom, and it appeared to be gliding, 
in a perpendicular position, rapidly through the air, 
in its progress from south to north. Not the least 
variation was seen in this stupendous column, (if 
I may be allowed to say) from head to tail. Its 
length was full 300 yards, many estimating it at 
a quarter of a mile, and its diameter four or five 
yards. It passed within a third of a mile of us; 
we saw it for four or five miles after it had passed, 
and I think that it must have been full as much 
as that before it came abreast of us. 

From the first of its appearing to its withdraw- 
ing from our sight, not the least bend was perceiv- 
ed nor did one end get before the other. A man 

a 
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who was under the cliff at the time^ stated that it 
passed within a stone's throw of him^ and that he 
had seen one on a voyage^ though not so large as 
the one I have attempted to describe. He saw it 
approaching and prepared himself^ in the event of 
its bursting while passing him^ by thrusting his 
stick into the sand as deep as he could^ putting his 
feet against the sticky and his back against the 
cliff in a sitting position. I heard afterwards that 
the water spout had discharged itself into the sea 
soon after passing the man under the cliff. 

The bay, one day in particular, presented to 
view a scene worthy of a painter. It was at the 
time that Admiral Parker took out the Experi- 
mental Sailing Squadron. The ships came across 
the bay in two divisions, with all sail set and a 
very steady wind blowing, led on by the Boyal 
Yacht, which had on board Her Most Gracious 
Majesty Queen Victoria, Prince Albert and other 
members of the royal family. The different sorts 
and sizes of vessels that made up this fleet were 
very great in number and variety; steamers, 
schooners, cutters, yachts, wherries and boats; 195 
being counted^ without the boats, at one time in the 
bay. It was a sight to make a man proud of his 
country. When the Boyal Yacht left the fleet to 
return to Osborne, they gave a royal salute of 21 
, guns, the Admiral's ship commencmg, followed by 
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the whole of the fleets and all the rest that had 
guns on board did the same. Men huzzaing; flags 
flying; take it all together, I never expect to see 
the like again. The instant that the Boyal Yacht 
put about for home, the little " Fairy*' commenced 
her freaks and capers, and let us see what she 
was capable of doing when called upon. Her 
evolutions round the yacht in her homeward pas- 
sage, were like her name, "fairy like.-' In an hour 
the yacht and tender were out of sight. Not so the 
fleet of yachts, for many of them took strange an- 
chorage that night, and midnight had passed be- 
fore the wherries and boats had famed Portsmouth 
in sight. It being a fine summer day, all past 
oflf pleasantly. 

I have said that I never expect to see the like 
again, as the whole of the fleet were sailing ships. 
Steam's rapid stride is affording them a quicker 
mode of transit, and the authorities are con- 
verting old sailing ships into steam ships as well 
as building all the new ships in that manner. 
Though I must ask, what can be a grander 
sight than a three-decked line of battle ship tmder 
fullsaU? 

Nearly four years ago the great Navjd Review 
took place at Spithead. People came from all 
parts to see it, and were highly gratified, especially 
the foreigners ; conveying to all nations some idea 
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of the immense maritime {strength of our little 
nonpareil island. When that great flotilla steam- 
ed away to the light ship^ all in their respective 
places^ it formed one of the grandest panoramic 
views in the world; though forjny part^ and I have 
heard the same from others^ the sailing squadron 
formed a more spirited scene than the steam fleet. 

The Great Eastern^ (the eleventh wonder of the 
globe^ for I consider the electric telegraph the 
tenth wonder ; and it is still a wonder what they 
will do with the great ship) steamed across the bay 
early one mornings affording us a view of her co- 
lossal proportions. It was a great treat to all who 
had the good fortune to see her under steam. She 
had the hearty wishes of my neighbours and my- 
self for her well doing. One question was asked, 
'^ Do you know whether she has a horse shoe on 
board ?^' The questioner seemed pleased when 
answered in the affirmative. 

The great willingness" of these hardy seafaring 
people to assist one another when their boats or 
vessels are in danger, is a most pleasing trait in 
their character. A vessel, some eight or nine 
years ago, having brought a load of coal which had 
been delivered, when it came on to blow hard on 
to the shore, causing the vessel to be beat up high 
on the sand, as the occurrence happened about the 
time of spring tides ; in a few days, of course, the 
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tides did not rise so high; how to get the vessel 
into the water was now the question; the only 
way to accomplish this was by laying down long 
baulks of timber under her keel^ and then with 
crabs and windlass haul on to her. Now this 
operation requires a number of hands^ it being 
necessary to lift the vessel up bodily^ which is done 
in this manner — ^they dig a hole under the vessel 
toward the bow^ put a block of wood alongside of 
the hole to form a fulcrum^ the lever being a spar 
or boom 20 or 30 feet in lengthy one end being 
laid on the block and then put under the vessel^ 
the other end is acted upon by a number of men 
who throw their weight on it either by ropes or by 
hand^ and lifting the vessel high enough to put a 
log of wood under; the stem is acted on in the 
like manner; then with the windlass they soon 
move her. The many men that came seven and 
eight miles to assist in the laborious work^ showed 
that the owners of the small vessel were men that 
were respected; they came and did work willingly 
and cheerfully and^« I am pleased to say^ success- 
. fully. " One good turn deserves another/' is now 
verified; a small vessel is now in a similar position 
on our shore^ and has been acted on precisely in 
the like manner; and some of the most active men 
in this instance^ both by advice and actions^ are 
the owners of the former vessel. 
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I must say tliat the men in this neighboniliood 
are second to none^ eitiier by night or day. Tbis 
day Ihey had hauled her nearly off^ through a 
smart swell; and those on diore began to think 
her gone^ when in her violent rolling one of her 
hands fell overboard^ but was soon taken on board 
again; then her anchor came home^ and she soon 
took her old berth ashore^ where she is at this 
instant. One of the gratuitous workmen in this 
present instance^ built about two years ago, a small 
vessel of eighteen or twenty tons, at the back joi 
his house. He is a carpenter by trade, and took 
to boat building as an ameteur. Some of his row- 
ing boats were of a first rate style, and he made 
some for government that gave great satisfaction. 

When the vessel was ready for latmching, a 
consultation took place. They had to go through 
a garden, take down a wall, pass her over the ter- 
race, and then on to the sand. It was given out 
that this vessel was to be launched at a certain 
time in -the evening. Oh, the cheerful party that 
met. The hilarity, the joke^ their willingness to 
pull, hold on, or push, was great. Even the boys of 
eleven or twelve years of age were very busy, and 
though they had to pass by some apples on the 
trees, they did not dislike it a bit the worse for 
that, and their extreme activity in kindly holding 
the trees, or rather the boughs that had the apples 
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cm, was observed hj many; indeed, so much afraid 
were they of ihe firuit beii^ hurt, that to preserve 
them they put them into their pockets. '^Now, 
baker, pull.'^ ^' Yes; more than you did last time, 
Mr. Butehear/' ^^I pulled a good one, but tiiat 
mason never pulled a bit, imd the upholsterer never 
took hold of the rope.'' ^' No, but there was no 
room to take hold of the rope, and so I took hold 
of the blacksmith's jacket and pulled, I believe I 
did, till one of the tails came oS; and I would 
Imve had a pull at tiie other, only he said, ' don't 
break my pipe.'" Yo, heave, ho; again so, lads; 
and then the rope broke. Fourteen men and a 
bit went down. How do you make that out? 
Why, there were fourteen men and the tailor's ap- 
prentice boy, all laid down in a row. ''Are you 
hurt?" *' No, not one." All the mischief that 
befell them was that two men put their whiskers 
out of curl. ''Now, my lads, steady down the 
slips; bravo, bravo." Some good kind M. D. 
gave a bottle of wine to be broken on her bow; it 
took two blows to do that, and then the cheering 
that insued was as hearty as the wishes for her 
success. 

A small pack of beagles was kept by a highly 
respectable farmer in the immediate neighbourhood 
in which I reside. I went down to his house (me 
evening to find out where the throw off was to be 
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in tlie morning. The worthy fanner said^ '' I will 
take a stroll with yon^ for I am about walking 

, down to see Mr. W " At a cottage that we 

. passed on the road^ a woman came out and made 
a curtsy^ put her apron to her eyes^ and looked as 
if she would have said something grateAil^ but 
could not. The farmer said, "there, go in; your 
husband is better, I hear, and I am very glad of 
it.^' The woman managed to get out, "yes. Sir. 

I am so thankful to J^ A little further on, 

stood another woman at the gate. The instant 
we came within hearing, she commenced with, 
" Oh, Sir, what should we have done, if it had not 
been for your goodness; there were six of us. Sir, 
and poor John abed ill of the fever. I did not 
know what to do, or what to get for the children, 
when up came your cart, and Joe cried out, ^ here, 
Mrs. Labour, come and help me to get out these 
things Master and Missies has sent you.' Lau, 
Sir, you might have knocked me down with a 
feather.^'' "There, there; that is enough; go — 
go— there; go in;'* said, or rather stammered out, 
the farmer; took out his handkerchief and tried 
to wipe out something from his eyes that never 
got in from the outside. Whether he succeeded 
or not, I cannot tell; for just at that moment I 
had a something in my throat, and I was almost 
ashamed to look at or be seen by any one ; so I 
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walked on a few yards. The farmer's eyes were 
soon better^ at least he had put his handkerchief 
into his pockety and he came np to me just as my 
throat got well. '' Come^ Sir, teU me what all this 
is about V^ " There has been a sort of slow fever 
about, and the husbands of those women and some 
of their children had it. Well, Mrs. S — ^th and 
myself talked it over one night. She said, ^I 
wonder how the wives and children of those two 
poor men get on? They are ill with the fever. 
Dear me, have they anything to eat ? R — d, let 
US send them something to-morrow.' ' To be sore 
we will.' So we sent them some pork, flour and 
potatoes; we had killed a sheep a day or two be- 
fore, so a piece of that was sent to each to make a 
little broth. Goodnight.'' ^'Goodnight." We 
parted. I then hollowed, '' Where do the hounds 
throw off to-morrow?" ^' Here, at this comer, 
at eleven o'clock," he answered. 

True to a minute, I heard the horn, shook hands 
with the open hearted farmer, and had a merry 
day with that musical pack, that was enjoyed by 
all there. In the evening, I joined a small party 
at the farmer's house, where the joke, song and 
story drove dull care away. In the course of the 
evening, I was asked if I knew Mr. Wm. Gubbs, 
who lived about thirty miles east of this. ^' Oh, 
yes, very well ; he is a fSEumer, and a first rate 
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aportsman; I have seen, him take a five ban*ed gate 
often/' '^Did you ever hear that he was once 
taken for an highwayman? If you did not, I will 
tell you the stoiy. You know that there is a great 
Sheep Fair, at Appleshaw, in Hampshire, which 
is attended by fsurmers in want of stod^ ftom 
all parts of England. Some of my brother ffomers 
from this neighbourhood went. Two of them, who 
had been there before, had reached Winchester, 
where they tarried for a short time to refredi 
themselves and their horses. Just before proceed- 
ing on their journey, a person came into the room, 
and hearing them say that they must get on or 
they should not reach the place, (where the fair 
was to be held on the morrow) before dark, said, 
^gentlemen, my mare is baiting; she has come a 
long way to-day; if you will wait a little, I will go 
with you, for I am going to the same place, to be 
ready for business to-morrow.' ' Certainly,' said 
the two. Gubbs went out to see how his animal 
was getting on. The instant that, our two friends 
had the room to themselves, they began to ask 
questions of one another about him. ' WJTio can 
he be? Where does he come from? He rides a 
veiy good mare. Do you think that it is all right 
with him?' 'I do not know, but I think we had 
better get on without him; let us go, and say that 
he will overtake us, and then we can push ^i. 
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Osder, bring out our horses. Where is that gen- 
tlemaB who came last?' ' Stepped into the town^ 
Sir. He sud hb would be back in ten minutes/ 
^Do you know him, ostler?' *No, Sir.' ^You 
tell him when he comes back, that we are gone on 
gently/ and away they trotted. Gubbs felt sur- 
prised when he returned and hastened on ; came 
up with the two tirmers when about half way from 
their journey's end. Our two friends had agreed 
that if the stranger should^ on his joining them, 
say anything about ^to stand' or 'stop/ that they 
would put spurs to liieir horses and gallop off as 
fast as they could. 

''When Ghibbs came up with them, he com- 
menced with, ' what in the world made you ride 
on so fast? Consider the distance my mare has 
come; there, ride steady; stop; puU up a bit; 
stop.' Not they. With whip and spur they rode 
as if it had been for their lives. On Gubbs call- 
ing, 'what now; where are you off too ? Pull up; 
pull up for a minute.' Not they; for tiiey rode 
steeple chase fsushion the remainder of the distance. 

" After giving the ostler charge of their horses, 
they went into the fiEirmers' refireidmient room, and 
th^re told the company of their narrow escape from 
a highwayman, who they fell in with at the last 
town they stopped at; their successful avoidance 
of their suspected enemy; c^ the concerted plan 
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of starting should the horrid word ' stop' be giyen ; 
how nicely they had acted npon it; and that they 
felt themselves truly thankful that they were there 
without loss of life or money. 

" Haying received the congratulations of the 
company, they went to the end of the room where 
the refreshment table was spread out, on which 
was a round of beef, ham and roast mutton, with a 
plentiful supply of pickles. They had done honor 
to the viands; had seated themselves at one of the 
many tables, about to fill their pipes and order 
their grog; and were in the midst of their adven- 
tures that they had related twice before. One of 
their hearers said, ^ what sort of man was this fel- 
low?^ The relater, with a look of astonishment, 
pointed with his finger and said, ^ there he is, just 
come in at the door, shaking hands with Mr. 
Steady.' A listener remarked, 'what, that man 
with a dark gray waistcoat on ?' * Yes, yes.' 'Oh 
dear! oh dear! you have put your foot in it this 
time;' and went off into such a fit of laughter that 
he could not speak for some time. 

'' Gubbs, who had been there before and knew 
the usage of the house, made the best of his way 
to the eatables, and gave our two farmers a passing 
shot of 'what was come to you, gentlemen; why 
did you ride like that {or? But wait a minute, I 
am hungry; I will speak to you presently.' It 
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appeared that Mr. Gubbs had^ after being left be- 
hind, eased his mare by pulling np for a minute, 
then went quietly on, thinking what a couple of 
unsociable beings they were, when he was over- 
taken by a gentleman, who dropped into the same 
pace as our firiend. When he reached his destina- 
tion, after seeing his horse well attended to, he 
had a commission to perform before going into the 
farmers' room, that gave our two firiends time to 
tell of their marvellous adventure. They after- 
wards made eveiy apology on being informed of 
their unfortunate mistake. I can only add that a 
more jovial evening was never spent in that room. 
I beg to remark to my readers that I am not a 
scientific person by any means, though having ob- 
tained a little practical experience, and living, as 
I have before stated, close to the sea, I fancy I can 
impart a few observations that might do a little 
good to many and harm to none. There are many 
thousands of persons who are not aware that the 
eclipse of the sun is within a few hours of when 
the moon is new. That spring tides take place 
when the moon is new or full, so that the second 
and fourth quarters are called neap tides. The 
difference of high and low water vary much round 
these British Islands. In reading the height of 
hills above the levd of the sea, they are always 
taken from low water mark. The difference from 
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low to lugh water is firom 12 feet or less up to 67 
feet. At Chepstow^ Monmouthshire^ and up the 
Bristol Channel^ are the greatest difference. The 
water reeedes further from the shore after the 
highest spring tide. It is usually six hours in go- 
ing down and nearly seven in coming up^ but a 
strong wind will make an hour or more difference. 
I have heard that the water at Jersey and the 
other Channel Islands^ has been known to rise 
twenty feet in one hour^ the wind assisting the 
run of the tide at spring time. The lunar or night 
tide is generally a higher rising tide than that in 
the day. In one of Sir Walter Scott's works, I 
think it is in " Red Gauntlet/' he mentions the 
race horse speed of the coming tide. I have heard 
that the same might be applied to the tide at 
Jersey and Guernsey. 

The highest tides known are those in the Bay 
of Fundy, in North America. The tides in this 
bay rise to a great height, are very rapid but 
regular. In the east part of the bay the rise is 
sixty feet ; in a more northerly part it is said to 
reach seventy feet. Prodigious high tides are ob- 
served about the Straits of Sunda, Malacca, 
China, the Islands of Japan, and Chepstow as 
before noticed. At Jersey, the stranger is cau- 
tioned of the coming tide by the ringing of bells, 
80 that it is necessary to be on the alert if rambling 
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on the shore. At one place there is a raised 
causeway to a small island^ about a quarter of a 
mile from Jersey ; if a person should be in the 
middle of the way when the flux begins^ he would 
be overtaken before he reached the shore. The 
road is about three feet high. A small vessel was 
lying there on the reflux of the tide^ and the men 
thought it would b^ a good opportunity to repair 
a seam at the bottom of the vessel. They had 
been so busily engaged as not to notice the coming 
water^ and having a smaU ladder at the side of the 
vessel^ caught up some of their tools and made up 
the ladder^ got on deck^ laid their tools down^ and 
then went to the side to pull the ladder up^ when^ 
lo, it was gone, carried far away never to be seen 
by them again. At Panama the tides are very 
high, and indeed, they are so all along the shore 
of the South Sea, receding as far as two miles 
or more. Noticing the water receding so fast and 
far firom the shore I will introduce a few extracts 
from an old Geography book, which says : — 

'' The greatest known tides are observed in the 
Bay of Ouzarat, at one of the mouths of the river 
Indus, and has struck many with admiration. 
The water there recedes from the shore very 
quick, and leaves it uncovered for a great space, 
so that this bay is, not without reason, thought 
to be the same into which Alexander the Great 
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sailed^ when he attempted to traDsport his army 
hy sea into India^ but was hindered^ as is re- 
ported^ by the sea retiring quickly from the 
shore and leaving all his ships aground^ so that he 
could not proceed further^ but thought that the 
gods had there fixed bounds to his expedition. 
This story is reported for a truth by the inhabitants 
of Cambaga. The cause of this is the shallow- 
ness of the channel^ which makes the water in its 
ebbing^ leave so much more ground uncovered^ 
though perhaps some other cause may conspire 
with this/' 

Plutarch says of Alexander^ '^ that he had been 
seven months sailing down the rivers^ and when 
he came to the sea he sailed to an island^ where he 
made sacrifices and made what observations he 
could of the nature of the sea and coast. Then 
having besought the gods that no other man might 
ever go beyond the bounds of this expedition, he 
ordered his fleet to sail round about, leaving India 
on his right hand.'' He was, no doubt, then in 
want of provisions and pilots, as was soon found 
out to be the case on his return. Alexander was 
very superstitious, and could easily conceive it time 
to return. They for the first time saw the ocean. 
The flowing and ebbing of the tide was something 
wonderful to them all, there being no tides about 
the Archipelago. 
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It is said that the water is at all times flowing 
into the Mediterranean Sea through the Straits 
of Gibraltar^ though many suppose that there is 
a current the reverse way at the bottom. 

In the Arabian Gulf or Bed Sea, the ebb of the 
tide is so great that, as some of the ancients have 
written, (quoted by Scaliger) Moses and the Israel- 
ites might, at low water, have passed through it 
without a miracle. But this is false, for it never 
ebbs so much as to leave the channel fordable. 
In the Baltic Sea and all over the Northern Ocean 
beyond England and Norway, the tides are not in 
the least perceptible, neither are they in the 
northern part of the Pacific Ocean. 

Upon the shores and in the bays of Magellan 
Straits there is no constant time observed between 
the tides, which ebb and flow irregularly, some- 
times in three hours and sometimes in twelve hours, 
which variation is caused by the violent breaking 
of the sea in those Straits, and the firequent agita- 
tion of the water by the wind. 

There are many places in which the tide ebbs 
and flows twice in twelve hours. At Cowes and 
Southampton they invariably do so, and at many 
other harbours on our coast. 

An old writer, in speaking of the tides, declares 
his inability to explain the cause of high water 
varying so much as to time in different places. 
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After remarking that ''it is very difficnit to ex- 
plain the cause of these wonderful and extraordi- 
nary differences of the tides in all parts^ though it 
belongs to naturalists and geographers to do so. 
It is likely that the various windings of the shores, 
their different situations to seaward, the resistance 
of the islands, the concurrence of several tides, the 
distance of places jfrom the moon's way, the various 
winds, chiefly those that are general and constant; 
the declivity and shallowness of the shores, and 
other things, very much contribute to this surpris- 
ing diversity." He then gives, as an example, the 
time of high water at the port of London, agreeing 
with the moon being south-west. He then men- 
tions the moon's influence when she is in a north 
latitude; the tides in North America, particularly 
those in Hudson's Bay and in China, and then 
concludes with this candid confession: ''But all 
these allegations are not sufficient to satisfy me 
in these matters, and therefore I would have the 
curious naturalist examine them with greater 
scrutiny." I have no doubt that many have done 
so; and they might still do so and yet impart to 
the world what they do know. I am sure that I 
should be very grateful for the information and so 
would all those who live close to the water on the 
coast or in harbours. The predicted high tide 
that was said to be about to take place on or about 
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the 8th day of March, 1860, was a decidedly felse 
prophecy. It caused many to be on the alert, 
when lo, the tides were lower all tbrongh the week 
than they had been for many a year. I am allud- 
ing to the tide on the South Coast, and I believe 
that at Liverpool and many other places it was not 
so high as usual. 

A few years ago, I read an interesting account 
of the tides, but forget the name of the work, in 
which was mentioned a phenomenon called a tidal 
wave, that came from the South Atlantic or West- 
ern Ocean, dividing itself and going round the 
Orkney Islands into the German Ocean, and 
there meeting the water that came up the English 
Channel, filling the harbours and causing high 
water in its progress around Great Britian and 
Ireland and also on the other side of the channel. 

It is a grand sight to observe the huge rolling 
waves two or three days after a gale; they may be 
seen at such a time, three or four miles off, rolling 
over one after the other. '' After a storm comes a 
calm,*' is an old and true sajdng; and it is neces- 
sary for the weather to be calm to see them to 
advantage. They rise in a large dark bank spon- 
tanously. You may see one travelling along at a 
great speed, when it suddenly disappears and ano- 
ther will take its place, again and again. You may 
watch them for a mile or two, usually from west 
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to east, thougli I have seen them jfrom south-west 
to north-east, never or very seldom breaking. 

A friend once suggested to me an awful, and I 
might say, a rare scene. It is of a dark and tem- 
pestuous night, near to a new or fall moon, high 
water being at about 10 p. m. Take a Ught and 
place it so that it illumines the water ; then go as 
close to the edge of the terrace as you can without 
getting wet ; you will then see a sight that would 
make a person not acquainted with it, think they 
were about to be swallowed up in its waters. 
You will most Ukely see a number of white break- 
ing frothy-crested waves leaping and tumbling one 
over the other; here one just showing itself, there 
a large one forming a beautiful cascade of many 
yards in length; then dissolving and showing such 
bright silvery reflections, and at times an almost 
phosphoric appearance; then comes your dread 
enemy, as black as midnight^s darkest gloom; now 
beware, if that dark wave strikes the wall before 
you have moved some yards away from the edge of 
the wall, you will be sure to have a copious shower 
bath without paying for it, further than the trou- 
ble of drying your apparel. It is the body of 
water that strikes the wall, as the one I have just 
mentioned, that does the mischief. I have been 
in-doors and heard every china article in the 
cupboard chatter. A few strokes of those black 
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waves often breaks or causes a breacli in the sea 
wall. This winter, one night in particular, a bold 
female went outside and I held a light inside of 
some French windows; she stood it bravely. We 



then changed positions. It was very imposing 
that night, there being such a blow that it shook 
the bedstead in which my wife and myself were 
lying. I exclaimed, " what a blow,'^ and so it 
proved to some of my neighbours, for it broke 
away the wall and caused a deal of damage to the 
whole of the terrace. We are often saluted with. 
Oh, Sir, I came to look at your house, for I 
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thought that you must be wadied away. What a 
night! Could you aleep?'^ ''Oh, yes, soundly. 
I think that I deep sounder when it is rough.^^ 
A friend, on my first eoming here, came one 

rough evening and said, '' mind, Mr. C -, you 

will have your windows beat in and your parlour 
full of sand in this night^s tide, like my mother 
had last winter; her door was beat in, the waves 
going right through the house, and I expect yours 
will be served ih/t same.*' "Well, I do not think 
it will be so bad as that. You were bom on the 
shore, I was m)t; but our house is six or seven feet 
highar up than your mother^s. I think you are 
but a poor comforter.^^ He then said he would 
lay me a trifling wager that the waves broke our 
windows. The wager was laid. After supper, I 
said *'I will go out under the verandah and try 
and have a look; the wind has abated and it is 
nothing like so rough as it has been.^^ I then went 
to the southerly end, and was looking, or rather 
trying to look, for it was very dark, when I heard 
some very cautious footsteps coming. What can 
this be? Who can be coming down here so late as 
this ? I thought, in less time than I have taken 
to express it, there was a man just close to me, in 
the act of stepping from the terrace under the 
verandah, when I sjdd, ^' holloo, who are you?'' 
The person said, " dear me, how you frightened 
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mej I had no idea of your being here; I came 
with a pan of water intending to throw it over 
your window^ and thought I should have had the 
kugh against you in the morning/^ We had a 
hearty laugh and wished one another good night. 

I am informed by seamen^ that if you watch the 
approach of a ship^ supposing it is a dear day^ 
that on the top of her bulwarks bdng seen, the 
vessel will be about twelve miles off. I am allud- 
ing to a merchant vessel^s bulwarks. 

One quiet hazy morning, I heard a steam engine 
at work, though nothing could be seen. It was 
heard by others as well. It was plainly distin- 
guished for as long as two hours and a half before 
she came abreast of us; we calculated she was more 
than twenty miks away on being first heard by us. 
The wind, if there had been any, was behind her, 
so that we had two conductors of sound — ^air and 
water. I recollect one hazy morning, hearing 
some men, wIk) were a mile and a half firom me, 
cry out, "herewith iheaart/' and in a minute 
heard the coal thrown into it from out of a vessel, 
air and water conveying the sound to us; we being 
at the top of a harbour and the vessel further down. 
It was at breakfast time that we heard it, and my 
father and sister remarked that they had heard 
the like befoi«. A ndghbour of mine heard the 
guns that ware fired at Treport, in France, some 
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time ago^ in honour of our beloved Sovereign's 
visit. It was a beautiful still dxy, and he was on 
a hill at the time; it must have been above one . 
hundred miles. Some experiments were made in 
Italy some years ago, on the distance that sound 
could be heard. The Grand Duke was pleased to 
order great guns to be fired at Florence and persons 
were appointed to observe at Leghorn, which they 
computed to be fifty-five miles in a straight line; 
but notwithstanding the country between being 
somewhat hilly and woody, and the wind also not 
favouring, only very calm and still, yet the sound 
was very plainly heard. They say the Leghorn 
guns are often heard sixty-six miles oflf, at Porto 
Ferraro. When the French bombarded Genoa, 
they heard it near Leghorn, ninety miles distent; 
and in the Mazzini insurrection, the guns were 
heard from thence as far as Augusta and Syracuse, 
about one hundred Italian miles. 

In the north of Europe, sound has been heard 
much farther ofif than has been mentioned. It is 
said that guns fired at Stockholm have been heard 
one hundred and eighty EngUsh miles. Also, that 
guns fired in Holland have been heard farther 
than those fired at Stockholm. 
. The human voice is heard at a great distance. 
I once saw a person look up, take out his line and 
come on shore, upon being called to. He was 
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deep sea fishings and supposed to be full two miles 
ofif ; it was a still evenings and the wind^ though* 
little, was favourable for carrying the sound. How 
far the huntsman^s voice can be heard has often 
astonished many, and I think I might say with 
truth, that I have heard the huntsman cheering 
on his hounds for nearly three miles, and no doubt 
it has been heard by many at a greater distance ; 
the wind and locality favouring the sound. How 
often does that disagreeable circumstance of the 
joining of packs, in the course of the season, occur 
usually on a very still day. The distance that 
hounds will take off to the running pack is almost 
incredulous. One still calm day, I was out 
with the harriers ; the hounds being close to the 
water's edge, the breadth of which was about 
three-quarters of a mile. On the opposite shore, 
there was another pack. The pack that I had the 
good fortune to be with, (and they were of the 
right sort) found a downright good one, and settled 
to their work in the manner that a sportsman 
delights in looking at. They had' a rattling 
round, making the woods echo again. A check, 
near to where they had started, enabled a few to 
come up and see the landing of a beautiful bitch 
hound of the name of ''lilly,^' who had boldly 
swam ficross the tide and joined the running 
hounds. She shook herself many times and 
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appeared to hxM her head on one side as if she had 
taken water into her ear. It was known aftCT- 
wards that there were seven that took the water^ 
but six returned. 

'^Lillj/^ for some time^ behaved as if she had 
had enough of it, but after a little while she showed 
the good people that she was a thorough good 
one. The distant hounds were a little waj &om 
the water when they heard the merry music. The 
whip was used ireelj, and that and the voice 
stopped the body of hounds firom taking the water 
like to the seven. K the tide had been running 
out of the harbour instead of up, the whole of the 
hounds would have been lost. A warm invitation 
was sent across the water, to the master of the 
lost hound, wishing him to come and join packs 
for the day, have dinner, and take ''Lilly," the 
staunch one, back with him. 

I remember a circumstance that happened to 
myself not a great distance from where ''Lilly" 
came on shore, though it was some time before 
that inddent. There is an old saying, that " be- 
tween two stools you come to the ground.^' I 
never knew that occurrence, though I can say from 
experience that between two boats you come to 
the water. My brother George, two years old^ 
than myself, was swimmiag, whilst I was looking 
on, with an admiring eye, at his antics. He had 
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given me an invitation to observe how well he 
could dive, and to afford myself a better position 
to see him^ I had got up from the seat of a boat 
that was close to a stage^ to the edge or gunnel^ 



drawing another boat close to me. I placed one 
foot on each boat when one of them glided away 
in an imperceptible manner; I, looking every 
instant more like a mountebank than was at all 
pleasant; indeed^ I hollowed, bawled and called 
''Eldy, Eldy/^ (a bye name for my brother 
Oeorge.) He on seeing me, was taken with a fit of 
laughter. I at last threw myself on one side and 
caught hold of the side of the boat, immersed in 
the water up to my shoulders, still making use of 
my strongest notes. He came and got into the 
boat, saying, " Why, what is the matter, old boy? 
you are quite safe, even if I was to dress myself 
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before I got you into the boat/' When he helped 
me into the boat, he said, " William, if I was you, 
I would learn to swim/' 

I ran home, and had to bear the jeers of my 
brothers and sisters, they saying that I had been 
heard up at the house. Having made such an 
outcry, I must own I looked rather glum, because 
I had a pretension to be a bold boy. They had 
ran me very hard, when mother came, in that sort 
of manner that mothers can only come, and said it 
was a very good time to call out, and they all knew 
that I was no coward. She said, " learn to swim, 
my boy, and laugh at them.'' I took the advice 
in good part, and in a few years became a strong 
swimmer. In about four years from my boat im- 
mersion, a young seaman came to a bathing place 
that we used to frequent, it being a few miles 
higher up the harbour. He said he had swam 
four miles at one time. I doubted his tale. Then 
came a challenge to swim for a wager. I instantly 
accepted the oflFer. Away we went, a boat coming 
after us. It was at the top of high water. We 
swam down to a point and then returned. My 
adversary, on our return, proposed to withdraw 
our wager, and get into the boat; when one of the 
rowers in the boat remarked, *' if I was William, 
I would swim right away from you, Christopher." 
I thought that they could see us better from their 
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position^ took the hint and went ahead. On our 
approaching the landings the rabble had each their 
partizan. " I will lay such a one -" ^^ I will bet so 
and so;'' at length one person was so very urgent 
in offering to bet against me^ that one of those 
in the boat took the offer. Oh^ the congratula- 
tions that I received. You may speak of the race 
for the Derby or the Gk)odwood Cup, but this was 
quite an epoch in the annals of swimming at this 
bathing place. 

Some years after, I left the smoke of London 
and went into the neighbourhood of the bathing 
place. Early one morning, a party came and in- 
vited me to join them in a bathe at the old place. 
AU went pleasantly until a second party came, 
and asked us to wait for them. They were two 
brothers, young mercers dressed in blouses. One 
of them got on to a heap of ballast, the other kept 
near the shore playing with a boat, that could just 
reach the ballast. He on the shore pushed it to 
his brother, who at length put one foot on to the 
boat and the other on the heap ; his brother, un- 
thinkingly, pulled the painter with a smart jerk; 
away came the boat, and away came the mercer, 
measuring his full length in the water. He got 
up and called his brother anything but a gentle- 
man. It put me in mind of my adventure with 
the two boats many years before. 
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Now we are speaking of swimmings I will en- 
deavor to give a few hints npon that useful acquire- 
ment. In my opinion, there ought to be a place 
for bathing in every town in England, and some 
person appmnted to teach the art of swimming. 
How often do we hear of accidents occurring in 
rivers by the boat upsetting within a few yards oi 
the shore, and fatal results following, when a few 
lessons in that pleasant and healthy amusement 
would, in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, 
have saved them. Swimming, if once acquired, is 
never lost. My fiither was a bold swimmer, al- 
though he had lost a hand before I was bom. I 
have been on his back many a time. A nephew 
told me a few days ago, with a sort of glee, that he 
still could swim. He, poor fellow, had lost his 
arm near the shoulder, and that his right one. 
Now, if it is possible for men like those here 
mentioned to swim, and swim weD, surely my 
young friends will agree with me, when I say you 
can all swim, if you go the right way about it. I 
will just state a few advantages that a swimmar 
has over one that cannot swim, and then say which 
I think the best way to attain that art. The man 
who is a swimmer is, I think, a bolder skater than 
one who cannot do so. A swimmer with a rowing 
party, again, feels confident, whether in a passage 
boat or on board a ship, that he is prepared for any 
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aecident that maj occur; and only tliink if yon 
can swim, what must be jtmr delight if it pleases 
the Almighty Ruler of All, to make you the means 
of saTing a life from drowning. Only imagine 
a mother, sister, or wife in the water from some 
unforeseen event. Then we will look to the man 
whose destiny calls him abroad ; how needful is 
swimming. We will look to the youngest animals, 
if only a few days old; they will swim, and so will 
almost every animal but man, and how is it ? I 
must not attempt to give a scientific account, be- 
cause I am not competent to do so, but I think 
my experience will enable me to give you the pro- 
per way to learn. I used to have a few young 
friends under my charge, and I never attempted 
to instruct one of them, but what he soon became 
a swimmer. 

It is said that a man of twelve stones, whose 
height is about five feet eight inches, displaces 
more water, when immersed, than his own weight 
by nearly a pint. Stout persons swim the most 
buoyant. Now, I must impress this on the minds 
of all those who have a wish to learn. Stout bodies 
swim the lightest. If you could go into the water 
with the same feelings that you walk on land, you 
could swim ; even if it was the first time of your 
going into the water. When a young person goes 
in, there is an imperceptible nervous feeling in the 
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animal spirit or contraction of the lungs^ and then 
you do not displace so much water as you would 
have done if you were to breathe freely and fear- 
lessly ; let the lungs play fairly, and it then be- 
comes one of the most difficult tasks for a swim- 
mer to go to the bottom, even if it were no more 
than six or seven feet deep. 

I recollect swimming, one evening, over a deep 
hole; I was by myself, when a dread came over 
me, and I began to sink steadily, when I recol- 
lected my father^s advice, struck out boldly, and 
swam to the shore; I afterwards, that night, swam 
over the same spot a dozen times or more. 

In jumping oflf a high bank, one evening, into 
the water, I found that it was not so deep as I had 
expected, in consequence of which I struck my 
head against the bottom ; when a thought came 
into my head that I had read (I think it was in 
Franklin^s Book on Swimming) that if under the 
water, whatever position you may be in, if you 
strike out you will be sure to come to the top. 
I did so and came up, the middle part of me com- 
ing out of the water first. There were some chor- 
isters looking on, some of whom were good swim- 
mers. One of them said, ^^ well, what will those 
brothers do next in the water .^' A few evenitigs 
after, he was waiting to see if I came down, having 
told such a tale that he had persuaded two persons 
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to wait and see this strange evolution of mine ; 
finding that I did not make the evolution^ he 
came and made a formal request, when I frankly 
told him that it was an accident, but would do a 
few feats, which they were pleased to say repaid 
them for waiting. 

After first swimming about twenty yards, I was 
making a brag of it to my father, who said, '^if 
you can swim twenty yards, why you can swim a 
hundred. Now go and look out a place that you 
are sure that you may put down your legs and 
stand up when tired, and try what you can do.'* 
At the proper time, I went down and had a long 
swim. The cause of many young people failing 
to learn to swim for a time is, that they strike too 
fast, so that their back stroke, or the hurried 
way in which they put their hands into position, 
counteracts their forward progress; and though 
they do not sink, they sometimes remain stationary 
for two or three minutes. Then at times they 
take a stroke with the arms bent ; now this is a 
great detriment to swimming ; let your arms be 
thrown out straight, rather stiff at the elbows, 
though not too much so ; let the arms pass a little 
behind the shoulders, they will then drop into the 
place for the next stroke almost of themselves. I 
think the best thing that a beginner can do, is to 

walk into the water up to his armpits and then 

I 
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turn round and make the best of hk way to the 
shore. Never mind the head going under f<[»r two 
or three times ; it will not hurt you, even if you 
do take a mouthful or two of clean salt water ; try 
that way for a time or so, and you will be sure to 
get on. Draw up your legs close to the body, 
and then put them out straight rather smartly. 
K you can, get a look at a good swimmer in the 
water. I will tell you what will do you a great 
service in learning, and that is to see a frog swim« 
He will show you a better style of swimming than 
all the professors in the world can do ; but do not 
punish the poor creature to make him do so. 
Watch him; see with what ease he takes his 
strokes ; his legs are the very thing to be imitated. 
If you take the trouble to go two or three miles 
to see a poor froggy swim in his natural element, it 
will repay you, and so it willevery admirer of good 
swimming. 

A person, once afloat, or rather if he swims a 
little, will soon improve ; indeed, so fast, that he 
will surprise himself. Look at a person floating, 
either horizontally or perpendicular; it is the most 
easy position that the human form can be placed 
in, far easier than on a feather bed ; a person float- 
ing in a perpendicular position, or, as it has been 
called, hanging by the chin, will, if he is perfectly 
xuotionless and in a tide or stream, revolve round 
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slowly^ more particuIfiTly if his arms are folded 
In floating, it is necessary to throw the head bad(, 
so that the face might be the only part out of the 
water. A person floating upright, will be enabled 
to perceive at every respiration, how evenly he i» 
balanced ; he will, when he exhales, have merely 
his eyes and lips out of the wat^, and when he 
inhales, he will have his chin and part of his ears 
out ; he will rise and fall as regolar as the pendu- 
lum of a dock. Swimming on the back is soon 
achieved when you once begin to swim; how 
very useful it is in a l(mg swim. Spinning to feel 
tired, you turn over on your back, even for an in- 
stant, aad you feel refreshed. It has been said 
and I believe it, that a person can do more in the 
water than on a bed. In the water, how easy it 
is to put your toe to your mouth, not so on a bed. 
See how easy a man can turn round, almost at 
will. After a person has begun to swim^ how ne- 
cessary it is for him to learn to dive; this is essen- 
tial to a swimmer, to enable him to take a person 
from the water. Some take to this particular 
branch sooner than others, and a great many never 
attempt to do so. It is very easy for a swimmer 
to learn ; after a few trials, he will be soon satisfied* 
Let him throw in a white object and then do his 
best to take it up. I have seen a gentleman throw 
penny pieces into the water to two lads, who would 
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dive and bring them up very expertly ; one lad 
taking up five out of six. My youngest brother 
was very expert in diving, he far excelling the 
other three in that way. He, one morning, as I 
was dressing, said, '^ William, look at my back/' 
On my looking, I saw that the skin was rubbed off 
from the shoulders all the way down; I then saw 
that his chest and stomach were in the same state. 
" HoUoo, what is the tnatter; how did this happen, 
my boy ?'' " Why, I will tell you ; there was G. 

T s, and myself bathing; a coal brig was lying 

just off, and I saw that she was close enough for a 
nice dive under her bottom. He said, 'if you will 
go first, I will follow.^ I did, and he did the 
same. We kept it up for nearly half an hour, and 
were about to dress, when Mr. P — d — ^1 came and 
asked me if I would take a dive, as he had not seen 
me take one. On that, I went and did it, though 
I then found that the tide had gone down so far 
that when I had my head under the keel, I had a 
great difficulty to get through, the vessel being so 
close to the bottom, and that is how I rubbed the 
skin off.'' " Was the brig loaded?'' '' Yes, with 
coal." I then said, " my poor Johnny, if you do 
not give me your word of honour that you will not 
again attempt to dive under a vessel, I will go and 
call Father to look at your back, and tell him all 
about it." He then pledged himself to me, and I 
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believe kept it most strictly. He was between 
fourteen and fifteen years of age at the time. He 
was very fond of going under water behind a young 
swimmer^ coming up close to him^ putting his 
hands on the swimmer^s shoulders, and sending 
him down ; he would then wait until the poor fel- 
low came up, and then dive and come up thirty or 
forty yards away. His companions gave him the 
name of king of that bathing place. 

If the young swimmer should happen to be at 
the sea-side and bathing, and should see a wave 
coming towards him, let him wait till it is close to 
him, and then put his head under the water, a very 
little way will do, say a foot; the wave will then 
pass over him without it being disagreeable ; this 
is by far the best way of proceeding, let the wave 
be great or small, and much better than attempting 
to pass over the wave, as you then stand a chance 
of being thrown back and carried on to the shore, 
in a way not at all pleasant. Very little practice 
will make you perfect in meeting a wave. If you 
have been in the habit of bathing in fresh water, 
you will, on your first going into the sea, be sur- 
prised at your buoyancy, the salt water being so 
much stronger than fresh; so much so that vessels 
that return deeply laden, when they come to the 
mouth of a river after a voyage, have to be light- 
ened of their cargo to enable them to ascend. 
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I now «n;9po9e tbrt j<m ftre a swimmer; one 
xeady at all times to reuder assistanee^ if reqyiied, 
to fidend or straQgser^ Ob approaclwg a drowning 
person^ be cftreiiil where you take Jiold of liim. 
Be not in too great a hnrry^ for a drowning man 
will catch at anything^ and hold on wonderAiUf 
strcmg. In half a mnrnte ha will ezhaust himself, 
if 3tmggUng^ and then you can take hold of htm 
as you like. I^e wrist i& about the best place to 
take hold* If he should be insensible^ you can 
then place your hand under the chin^ and make 
way for the shore or boat as may be. 

I once heard an M. D. give a lecture xm the 
yoiae. He had part of a buUocVs throat or wind- 
pipe to ahow how the human throat was formed. 
In the course of his lecture^ he took occasion to 
niention ihe best way that a person^ who had beexi 
in the water for some time, should be treated. 
He remarked that the trap in the throat would be 
more likely to regime its functions if the body was 
placed a v^ry little on one side; the head and 
shoulders raised^ though not much ; but upon no 
account lay the body on its face or lift it up by its 
heels. You might rub the body, caumng friction, 
supposing, of course, you are expecting immediate 
medical assistance. I recollect aeeing scnne years 
ago, some ably written yerses on the best way to 
restore animation in a body that had been in the 
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water some time. How very few th^re are at 
bathifig i^aces^ that toe €Oinpeteiit to take the 
luaiiagemeBt of that Aeriens affair in the absence of 
a medical man. What if «ome kind person would 
write a few Ta^ses and «eod tiiem to every school 
near the coast ; the verses might be impressed on 
the minds of the ehildcen^ and it would have ft 
good effect^ I have no doubt. 

In the case of a person breaking through the 
ice^ the best thing to take to render assistance^ is 
a ladder and a long rope. Place the ladder on the 
ice and keep on it^ and even if it is very brittle, 
you may be sure that you will be safe. A long 
rope, reaching &om sh(»re to shore of a river or 
pond, is a fine auxiliary, and should always be 
procured, if possible. 

The danger of going into the wat^ when you 
are in a high state of perspiration, is to be avoided 
(so says Dr. Baylie) by taking water in your hands 
and bathing your temples with it. He also states 
that persons may drink cold water in that state, if 
liiey only take the precaution of doing the same, 
however hot they may be, without taking harm. 

I should recommend a person bathing in fresh 
water, to use the towel freely. When bathing in 
salt water, the towel is not at all necessary, with 
tl^ exception of the hair. There is one dreadful 
enemy that is to be got rid of in the best way you 
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can^ if it should visit joa in the wat^; I mean 
the cramp^ which is bad at all times. I once saw 
a person^ who had been in the water for some time^ 
attacked b^ it in the leg; but^ fortunately^ being 
close to the shore^ he swam the rest of the way 
with his arms. Franklin says : '^ If a person is 
attacked with the cramp^ he should lift the limb 
out of the water and give it a good shakings in the 
best way that lie can^ some five or six times^^' and 
he has no doubt but that will rid him of it. 

In all that I have attempted to explain respect- 
ing swimmings it is absolutely necessary that you 
have a bold and resolute hearty rendering you as- 
sistance in a prompt^ though cool^ manner ; and I 
have no doubt but^ with God's blessings your efforts 
when made^ will be rewarded with success. 

A neighbour of mine knew Brock^ the man who 
passed so many hours in the water ; he said he 
was a stout person and had been a swimmer from 
childhood. I think that Brock's swim far sur- 
passed the swimmers of the Hellespont^ or any 
other swimming that ever took place in England. 
I know several who have swam two or three miles, 
I mean with the tide or stream. I swam three 
miles once in the Thames, but I never have had a 
wish to do the same again in that muddy stream. 
I swam, early one morning, for a wager, from one 
end of the Serpentine to the other, and offered to 
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double the wager and swim back again^ but the 
party said^ no. It had often been afiSrmed to me 
that no person could swim from end to end ; I had 
always treated it pretty much as the story that 
you could not open your eyes under water; that a 
person affirmed to me very seriously. I told him 
to put some water into a hand basin and then put 
his face into it^ and he then found that he could 
open his eyes in the water as easily as he could 
out of it. 

I founds in swimming in the Serpentine^ a 
variety of temperatures; at one time, one of my 
arms would be in a very cold spring and the rest 
of my body in as warm a water as I ever knew; 
then my legs would be icy cold and the surfece 
warm. I never before or since had such sudden 
transitions, they changing five or six times in 
twenty yards. 

The old story of the man who was about to swim 
for a heavy bet, may be new to some. A person 
about to leave France, was too late for the sailing 
passage boat. When he came to the water, he 
found that the boat had left; some one remarked 
that being a foggy day, most likely she would 
lay out in the roads for an hour or two. He had 
the tact to find a person who would take him off. 
At length he was taken, and hit on the vessel, the 
boat merely taking him alongside and then left, he 
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getting on board in the betst manner he eould^ 
without being noticed by any one, or perceived for 
sofioe time. Oar Mend had a great rough coat 09 
mid the fog had powdared his hair luod whiskeni* 
At length he was seen hy a gentlom aa who knew 
that he was left behind. "Holloo, my good Sir, 
how long have you been on board ?" '' Just come. 
I must go below and change my clothes/' " My 
good Sir, did you come off in that great coat?'' 
" Oh yes. I did not wish to lose it, so I brou^t 
it with me.'' When he went bdow, the passengers 
and crew talked it over, saying that it surpASsed 
all they had ever heard of in the way of swimming. 
The gentleman and the supposed swkamer were 
(Stopping in the same town some time aiter tins 
incident, when the gentleman came to him one 
day, and said, " Sir, I have made a wager for you 
to swim with a person for ten pounds." ^^ My 
good Sir, I am no swimmer j at least, not so good 
as you think I am." ^^I have put the money 
down, and shall lose it, if you do not try." * Well, 
I will do what I can for you. When is it to be ?" 
" To-morrow morning, at seven." When the time 
bame, his opponent and friends were waiting on 
the shore; at length there was a cry, '^here he 
comes ;" and sure enough he did come, dressed as 
if for a joum^, and a small box with a leather 
strap on his shoulder. '' We are waiting for you; 
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time we were off/' " Well, I am ready/' '' But 
you will undress first. What have you in that 
box?'' These qniestiofiis were put by the man he 
was to swim with. To his astonishment, he was 
answered in the following words: " I have to swim 
with you for a bet ; you may swim as you like ; I 
have always, when I swim, provided myself with 
something to take on the way« I do not think it 
pleasant to be in the water for seven or eight 
hours or more without food. Here, you may see 
what I hare." On that, he opened the box, and 
showed a fowl, some slices of ham, bread, and a 
flask of liquor. The other said he thought that 
he was to swim with a common man, not with a 
water sprite, and that he should decline going into 
the water with him. AU they could say or do 
was to no purpose ; they could not prevail on him 
to go into the water, so he lost the wager. 

I have one circumstance to mention, and would 
be much obliged to any one to explain the cause. 
This diy, the 23rd of Mardh, 1860, a wnart wind 
is blowing and has been all day, from the west and 
south-west. I took the glass and had a look all 
round the bay, and saw the waves beating on the 
sbore^ At every part of the circle the waves 
eametothe shore. £e at the side of a river, in 
which salt water ascends ; in a harbour, let the 
wiiui blow high or low ; on or off the shore, tha 
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tide high or low, coming up or going down ; the 
wave is still on the shore. 

I have heard a person say, that "patience and 
perseverance would find out anything/' In the 
old geographical works, the writers are silent on 
waves, or, at least, most of them are. I have no 
doubt but we have some more explicit modern 
works that would explain away my doubts, if I 
knew where to get them. In one old work it 
says thus, speaking of throwing terrestrial bodies 
on the shore : — " It is not difficult to explain the 
reason of this property, which is found to be true, 
by experience, for the water being in agitation 
continually, either one way or the other, carries 
with it the terrestrial bodies toward that part 
whereto it is moved, which is always towards some 
shore, where, the motion ceasing, they are left 
upon the sand. But this agitation of the ocean 
is greatest at the full of the moon.'' 

If I were to be so bold and try to say what I 
think, it would be, that the moon which rules our 
tides, has no control over the ceaseless waves far- 
ther than from the quantity of water she brings 
with her, causes a larger wave. Perhaps I should 
not be far out if I was to say, it is caused by the 
pressure of the air on the round surface of the 
water. The continual motion of the sea might 
assist, or can it be from an attraction of the earth? 
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If it was caused by the pressure of the air on the 
surface^ we should have waves on the shores of the 
lakes as well as on the sea. We might be told 
that there are waves on the shores of some lakes. 
Yes, so there are, when it is agitated by the wind, 
but is it so when there is a dead calm ? In some 
places there is a continual surf, or broken wave 
upon wave, where there is no tide. 

I have often been asked the question if the third 
wave was not the largest. Indeed, a seaman ask- 
ed that question of me, on the beach, at Pelpham, 
in Sussex, about ten days ago. "By no means; let 
us count.^' We did so, and sometimes found the 
seventh or eight, then the third or fourth, then the 
ninth or tenth the largest one. Sometimes there 
would be two large ones in succession. We found 
them there as I do at this instant, for I have been 
watching them, very irregular. Some time ago a 
friend and myself were at the back part of the 
Wight, near Atherfield; the tide was receding; 
we came to a projecting part of the cliff, where we 
observed a wave come occasionally up to that point. 
We, having to pass this spot, were waiting an 
opportunity so to do. Chancipg to look behind, 
we saw a man, who on perceiving that we were 
looking at him, took off his hat and held it up and 
beckoned to us ; on his joining us, he asked if we 
were evar-along this shore before, because it was 
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a dangerous place. "You only wait a Kttle time 
and see; there is one coming, look at that/' Ttvlb 
enough, it was a sort of a bank, more than the 
usual wave;; it came quickly without breaking till 
it had struck the cliff, it then rose six or seven feet 
up the cliff in a body ; it had not receded JEar 
before it came on again with much the same effiect. 
We remained some time observing the waves. You 
might have seen twenty or more waves that did 
not reach the cliff, and then one of those rising' 
waves. I said to the man, "where was you when 
we came along under the cHff firom Black Grang? 
We did not see you.'' " Oh, I was on the top of 
the cliff, and have but just come down." " What, 
did you come down that breakneck looking place 
in the cliff, a few hundred yards from here?" 
" Yes, Sir, I did ; and I must say I do not like it, 
especially after rain." I then said, "after the 
next rising wave, we will attempt the passage." 
He proposed that he should take hold of my wife's 
hand. I told him that he might take the two 
small parcels that we had with us, and I would 
take hold of the lady, because I considered I could 
swim as well as anybody. He did as he was re- 
quired, and we made a quick and safe passage. 

Along the shore from the Chine to Atherfield 
Point, there appears to be a greater under tow 
than ever I saw elsewhere. It is this, at particular 
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tunes of the tide, tJb&t makes it so truly dangerous 
to bathe there. If a person wishes for a bathe, 
he had belteir ask some one of the natives/ who 
will readily give him the reqoif ed information. 

Two g^itlemen had taken a boat for a voyage 
ronnd the island. On their coming to Chale Bay, 
they expressed a wish to land^ walk up the fanned 
Black Gang Chine^ and re-embark at a cove about 
a mile and a half to the eastward. The boat was 
run in on the sand, the gentlemen stepped out and 
walked up the beach^ and had advanced some dis- 
tance up the Chine, when one of those huge swells 
came on, without the least intimation, and took 
the boat and carried her close under the cliflF; then 
receding, left her high and dry. The boatmen 
had to obtain the assistance of a number of men, 
who, after taking out the ballast and part of her 
gear, succeeded in launching her once more into 
the water. 

At the same place, a gentleman, one afternoon, 
was walking very slowly along the sand, when to 
his great amazement, he found himself ingulfed 
with one of those sudden waves, which took him 
off his legs, causing him to have a struggle for his 
life with the under tow. He stuck his toes and 
hands into the beach in the best manner he could, 
to enable him to resist the great rush of the back 
water, in which he succeeded; thinking himself 
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truly fortunate in getting off with the loss of his 
hat only. 

In China and part of India^ they have the same 
sort of wave, that they call the "Borer''; they 
come on looking like a bank, and never break (or 
very seldom) until they strike the shore. 

In speaking of tfie readiness of the natives at 
the back of the Wight to answer any question — 
which I hinted at just now — ^it might be as well 
to say here, that there is, as in all things, an ex- 
ception to the general rule. 

Now for the story. Two ladies were driven 
down to the beach in a carriage, the horses taken 
out and the carriage left on the shore. The ladies 
took a stroll, and in their walk, came up to some 
fishermen, who were busy at work on some lobster 
pots, alongside of a boat. One of the ladies said, 
" My man, will you tell me if the tide is coming 
up or going down ?" The head man took upon 
himself to answer, in these words : " Ese tese. 
How I do hate anybody to ax me two questions 
in one breath.'' The ladies had taken their sketch 
books with them, and after taking a sketch at one 
place, they came back to where the pot menders 
were still at work. One of the ladies suggested 
that they should both get into the boat and sketch* 
On their seating themselves, the same man accosted 
them in these unmistakeable words, " Say, git out 
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of dat er boat. How shud you like me to git into 
yur corriage?'' "We will try these men once 
more" said one of the ladies to the other^ "we are 
all fond of prawns^ and so we will purchase some 
to take home. My good man^ do you catch 
prawns?'' "No, I don't; them er pots do." 
"Very good ; you sell them?" "If I can." " We 
wish to buy two hundred." "Why din't zay zo 
bevore?" 

In the evening, when there was a dozen or more 
assembled in the public house, their conversation 
turned on the ladies who had been on the shore 
that day. This led to a number of stories. 
'^ Master Dyer, tell us about the false alarm, when 
you was a boy, when the French were expected." 
"Well, you know, we were hearing every day that 
French vessels were seen close in, and one night 
somebody set fire to a lai^ heap of brushwood^ 
put up on a hill to be set on fire if the French 
landed. There was two or three tar barrels placed 
in the middle of the wood, and if you had only 
seen how quickly there was five or six more fires 
blazing away, you would have been surprised. 
There was my father, and your father. Master 
Kingswell, both of them were pikemen and had a 
sword as well as a long lance. Then there was a 
trumpet blowing and such a running about of 
horses with their going here and there. The place 
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where they were all to meet was at the gully^ on 
the edge of the cliffy where there was placed two 
cannons. We boys stole down just to have a look. 
We got there just in time to see cranky Jem, who 
had been a marine, ram down a cartridge of pow- 
der into each gun. He then asked for the shot, 
and when he was told that the waggon had gone 
off for tjiem, oh, didn't he rave about it ; said that 
he was sure the enemy would now take the island. 
If he had only the balls, he would have blown 
them into the water, if he did not blow them into 
their own country again. Then there came the 
musketeers, and nothing more was heard for an 
hour or so. We hoja said we were sure they were 
cowards; why did not they come and be blown to 
pieces in the gully like men, and not be skulking 
imder the diff, like cowards ? Then there was 
such a lot of victuals sent and a promise that there 
would be an early breakfast sent to them all. 
After a time, we sappose, their supper made them 
thirsty; then setting two sentries, the rest went 
into the Inn. The sentries soon tired of their 
duties, and went into the house among the others. 
I suppose there was seven or eight boys standing 
near the Inn door, who soon became very dull for 
the want of occupation; at last one of them said 
that he had his father's powder flask; it was pro- 
posed, and soon set about, to make a couple of 
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devils, put one on each cannon and set them off. 
The powder was poured out into my hand and 
Fred Twyham's, and we soon mixed it up with our 
knives. It is only powder wet with a Uttle water, 
and made like putty. We had everything ready, 
when Charley Smith said that he would put them 
on the cannons, and on they went* It was about 
midnight, everything being very still. Indoors, 
the volunteers were very happy and comfortable; 
after having had a song or two, they persuaded 
cranky Jem to sing that old song of ' Britons, the 
pride of our Isles, and the Lords of the Sea/ 
Charley, who had been listening at the door to 
Jem's longing, came running up to the cannons, 
took the light and set both of the devils off; we 
boys hollowed huzza, huzza. Jem had just come 
to the part of ' Van Tromp swore he would sweep 
the seas or be shot,' when to their utter amazement, 
bang went the first gun. 'The French, the 
French.' A rush was instandy made for the door. 
Some got out of the windows. The tables upset, 
diairs broke, mugs and glasses flj^gt when bang 
went the second gun. ' Now, my boys, we will 
show them a bit of what we are made of. Where 
are the French?' * Coming up the gully.' Every 
one popped at the pathway as well as he could. I 
dare say they might have fired twenty times or 
more, when all at once there was such a braying 
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from a donkey in the goUlj, that made the place 
ring again. ' Halt, stop^ cease; don't &re;' lights 
were brought^ and then began the question of who 
fired the cannons? No one could say. The fact 
was, we lads had no idea of the cannons going off, 
it being Charley who knew all about it, he having 
placed the wet powder on the touchholes. I think 
every boy thought, except Smith, that it was an 
accident. We boys, in speaking of it the next day, 
all said we never were so frightened in our lives. 
Oh, the donkey was not hit, but he was the cause 
of our fathers being laughed at. The jeers were 
not at all to our peoples liking. It came out that 
some of the nobs had the wood set on fire on pur- 
pose to see if they were game; and the Governor 
of the Island and ever so many officers came, and 
had every man that was there out in the field and 
shook hands with them, saying that all tiie while 
there was so much readiness to repel invaders, 
there was nothing to fear. When tiie Governor 
asked which was James Colnenutt, (cranky Jem) 
and shook hands with him, the women and us 
boys huzzaed, clapped our hands, and waved hand- 
kerchiefs or aprons. Oh, was not that a great 
day?'' 

" I say. Master Dyer, you have not said a word 
about what old Mrs. Jacow threw down the well, 
or of the man that got into the oven." 
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" Well then^ it was said that Mrs. Jaoow pat 
her silver spoons, flat irons and a looking glass 
down the well. That a man got into an oven, and 
remained there for eight hours. That there were 
three mothers in this village, who took their chil- 
dren up into the woods and remained there all the 
day. There was such singing by old and young; 
go where you would, you would be sure to hear 
'God save our King.' Jem had something more 
allowed him; they making him a drill sergeant. 
Charley Smith went to sea, and most of you know 
how well he got on there. 

''After the invasion alarm, every man had a 
gun.'' "Master Dyer, the women seemed as if 
they would not let their husbands go without their 
allowance.'' "Oh, no; I heard mother say that 
there was plenty of meat cooked that night; three 
of her neighbours sent to borrow the large pot she 
had. She said that they might all have it after 
she had boiled a green shoulder of pork." 

" Well, Master Dyer, you have told it very well. 
Suppose we get little Ned, the fidler, to sing 'God 
save our Queen,' aye, Ned? Then I will tell you 
about how my brother matched the doctor's foot- 
man in London." 

Ned, after drinking two or three times, sang as 
requested; the chorus being sung over and over 
again. Then they praised Ned, and got him to 
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sing ''Rule Britannia/^ ''Now, Sir, be so good 
as to tell us the storjr of jobt brother's ad?entiir6 
in London.^ 

" l^ere was a gentleman, who my brother li?ed 
witii as gardener, here in the island. The gentle- 
man, after a time, went to reside in London, and 
took my brother with him. His master knew a 
very elever doetor, to whom he was under an obU-* 
gation« One day, Alao^s master had a lot of game 
sent np to hhn from the island; so he filled a 
basket and gave it to Alac to take to the doctor's 
as a present. Away goes my broths, who stated 
that he waited until past nine in the morning, 
knowing that they were latish birds about there^^ 
before he started. Well, having got the direetions^ 
he soon found out the house; there could be no 
mistake about that, for there was the doctor^ 
name, in lai^ brass letters, on the door, and at 
another place was 'knock* and 'ring.* Well, Alac 
said, this is as it ought to be; 'knock* and 'ring/ 
Pll do it with all my heart. On that, he took hold 
of the knocker and just about did let on to it; 
then he played such a game ringing the bell; and 
after that had another turn at the knocker, that 
made the house rattle again. He had just began 
the second peal, when open came the door and 
there stood the footman, who seemed as if he had 
but just put his coat on, by his puBing it about 
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SO and pnlling the wristbands of his shirt down. 
He looked at Alac^ and Alac looked at him; at 
last he said^ 'Where do you come from^ my fine 
MkmV Alae said^ 'I come from the Isle of 
Wight, my good man/ ' Why did yon make such 
a noise at the door?^ ' Because I have a basket 
of game, a present from my master to yours; and 
I was told by those plates on the door to knock 
and ring/ ' Oh, that basket is for the doctor^ and 
you come from the Isle of Wight. Why, do you 
know that I have heard that you cannot beat a 
bush in the Isle of Wight without a calf po^[dng 
out/ ' Well, and do you know that you cannot 
knock at a door or ring a bell in London, without 
out pops a fool.''* 'Thank you. Master Grimes. 
Your brother was a match for the Londoner, at 
any rate. Come, Mr. Pilot, cannot you tell us 
something about your being landed in Cornwall?'' 
"Why, as to my telling you about Cornwall, I 
cannot say much ; not being there long. I will 
tell you what I heard a Mr. Grabble say about 
two of the miners. There was a trial in London, 
something about the mines. It was necessary to 
have some experienced and practical miners as 
witnesses. It being before railroads were intro- 
duced, Mr. Grabble was taking two with him up to 
town; one's name being John Stephens the other 
Joseph Maunder. 
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'^ On their journey^ they stopped at an Inn for 
the night. They were in a room by themselves; 
Grabble was writings and had been doing so for 
some time; the men were smoking their short 
pipes^ when they began a conversation that caused 
Grabble to lay his pen aside and listen. Maunder 
began with^ 'I say^ Jan^ did'st thee ever see such 
a skittering thing like that before V Pointing to a 
pair of snuffers that were in a tray^ on the table* 

ft € Why, Joey, don't thee know what them there 
things be for? Well, then, thee saft baked tim* 
doodle, m tell thee ; look thee here/ On that, he 
took the snuffers, put them on the finger and 
thumb of his left hand, snuffed the candle with 
the thumb and finger of his right hand, put it into 
the bowl of the snuffers, shut them up with a self 
satisfied air, and said, ^ there, Joey, now thee 
knows what they skittering things be for; and 
now thee knows more than ever thee did in thy 
life before/ Joey looked at Jan with such a look 
of astonishment, blended with admiration, and ex- 
claimed, ' I did not know that thee was half as 
learned, Jan Stephens/ 

''After the miners had been for some time in 
London, and the trial over, and that to the satis- 
faction of Mr. Grabble, he said to them, on their 
preparing for the return, which was to be that 
evening, they had better look about to see as much 
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of London as they conld^ so that they might tell 
their wives^ fieunilies and neighbonrs of what was 
to be seen in that large town. He also asked if 
either of them wished to buy anything to carry 
back with them. They said^ yes; they should 
hke to buy a red and yellow gown for each of their 
wives. Jan said he should like to buy a watch. 
Mr. Grabble said he would go and help them in 
their purchases^ and then leave them to the care of 
a person who was waiting for that purpose; that 
they were to be sure and be back by seven o'clock 
that evening. Having bought several articles^ 
they had them sent to the house they were stop- 
ping at. The watch^ the maker said^ should be 
cleaned up and be ready at six that evening. The 
guide had brought them back in proper time. 
Before calling for the watch^ Jan said to Joey^ 
'thee mind^ and so will I^ what the watchseller 
says^ when I ax him what is the time ; we shan't 
both forget.' When in the shop^ Jan nudgged the 
arm of Joey; he then said, ' What may the time 
be with 'un, Mr. Watchseller?' 'The time. Sir, 
is twenty-five minutes after six.' ' Thanks, thanks 
good Zur.' 

"As they were on their journey home, at the 
first place they stopped at, Mr. Grabble said, ' Mr. 
Stephens, be so good as to tell me what is the 
time.' 'Twenty-five minutes after six,' replied 
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Jan. ^ Surely you must be mistakened/ said Mr. 
Grabble. ' There be no mistake; is there Joey? 
For I axM the watchseller^ and Joey heard ^m as 
well as m'self^ say it was twenty-five minutes after 
six.' ' My friend John^ from your buying a watch^ 
I thought that you knew something about one. 
I will, however, see and learn you to tell what it 
is a dock before you reach home.' ' Hianks to 
you, Zur. I should loike to be flicth we'imi^ 
when we git home.' 

" ' Well, Mr. Maunder, how did you like your 
walk to-day? Your guide took you into the 
Zoological Ghtrdens, I understand. Come, tell a 
little about what you saw, and which you liked 
best. It will b^uile the time on our journey.' 

^'^ Well, it were a grandish sight, them beast. 
But I were just about pleased with the big 'un with 
the long nose, that pok'd all his yictuals down his 
throat with it. There was a very koind gentle- 
man came up to me, and said, 'moy good Zur, you 
appear to be very much taken up with that animal, 
so I will tell you a little about 'un.' And then he 
told me that he lived to be an hundred years old; 
that he could do many things with his long nose; 
that he pushed all his food down his throat we'un; 
and if he had swallowed anything that had dis- 
agreed with 'un, he would put his long nose down 
his throat and take it out again, and that was the 
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reason of his fiving so long. He were very kind; 
lie took ns to a place and showed ns such a litter 
erf Ghiinea pigs. We had never zeed any before^ 
and we told the koind man we should loike to 
handle them a bit^ but he told ns we had better 
not^ for perhaps they might touch us with the tip 
of their tails^ and that would be sure to poison us. 
At last our guide said a word or two in his ear^ 
and he left us^ smartish. 

'' 'Twa a foine sights them Ghurdens^ as ever I 
wished to zee.' ' Well, Mr. Stephens, how did 
you get on, to-day?' 'Well, Zur, I did pretty 
fair; was loike to have got into a shindy up in the 
park, before we went into the Ghurdens. You zee, 
we were walking along; all at wonce somebody 
bawled out, 'by your leave,' and there was two 
men carrying a zort of a punch box with long 
handles, the box between them. I said to Joey, 
^ here be a show, shud loike a peep?' Joey said, 
'tobesure, Jan, Ishud.' On that we pulled a foot, 
and said, ' stop, my foine feDows, we shud loike to 
zee your show that you have got between you.' 
On that, one of them said, ' the d — you would; 
you had better stand away, or perhaps you will be 
knocked oflF your legs before you know it.' I 
said, 'hoUoo, Joey, here be some fim.' I then zaid 
to the showman, 'if you loike, we will try a back 
fjEdl gladly wee you.' We were just 'pon it, when 
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the man^ Parsons^ wlio had stopped behind^ came 
running np^ and zaid^ ' you make a mistake ; they 
have not got a show. They be taking a sedan^ 
with two ladies in it^ to a morning concert.' 
'What be that?' He said^ ' there be zinging and 
foine grand music loike.' We both zaid we shud 
loike to go to morning concert and hear a little of 
their squealing. We axM Parsons^ how much to 
pay? He told us the money to go into the con- 
cert was so much. There^ Zur^ it was as much as 
we gave for our wives spanking bran new gowns.' 

'''Well, my Mends, I can tell you that the fine 
gentleman that said so much about the elephant, 
was only making fun of you. The long nose, as 
you call it, is the trunk of the animal ; and al- 
though it is said that he ofben lives a hundred 
years, he never puts his trunk down his throat. 
And as to the Guinea pig's poisoning with the tip 
of their tails, that is all fodge, for this reason : the 
Guinea pig has no tail.' That ends my tale." 

Being once at an attempted ship launch, I was 
on her deck, when after moving a few yards she 
stopped, and, notwithstanding the running back- 
wards and forwards from stem to stem of three 
or four hundred people, who in their course kept 
time, or rather unison in their steps, causing a 
great swag, from so many moving quickly one way> 
it was all to no purpose ; there she was, in a fix. 
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The 19BJ that we all got on to her deck was np an 
inclined stage to nearly her bulwarks^ then some 
steps. It was a very easy task to go on boards 
bnt when she moved part of her course^ the top of 
the stage was taken away. How were we to get 
down ? A ladder was put from the remaining part 
of the stage to her bulwarks. Many availed them- 
selves of a more rapid mode of exit^ by a rope 
here and there. I had been one of the first dozen 
down the ladder and stood on the before-men- 
tioned pier or stage^ enjoying the fun of those who 
came down by ropes. The bulge of her side pre- 
vented a person on the deck from seeing the rope 
on the ground^ it Mling in a little. You might 
see two or three at one time on the same rope. 
All at once there was a most pitiable outcry. A 
young man had got down a rope as far as the 
swell of her side^ when he perceived the rope did 
not reach the bottom by fourteen or fifteen feet. 
On his seeing the end of the rope, he made an 
attempt to go back again, but he found himself 
not seaman enough for that^ so he thought the 
best he could do was to cry out for help; and 
indeed, he did cry, and that most lustily; till at 
last some kind person lowered the rope sufficiently 
for him to let go and jump on terra firma. He 
looked up and shook his head, as much as to say 
''you rogue of a rope, you may hang there for 
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what I care/' It caused a heajrtj laugh to man7 
hundreds. 

At the basin of a canal a small vessel was built 
and launched^ causing a holiday to many. Anotheif 
vessel, a trifle larg^ than the first, was also built 
there and ready for the launch. The latter caused 
more interest, and many came from a distance to 
see her take the water. On the opposite side of 
the basin were two canal barges, with their hatches 
twelve or fifteen inches above the deck. Specta- 
tors were admitted to the barges on payment of 
twopence each. A smart number were on board 
each, and the convenient hatches were in great 
request as seats. From some unknown cause to 
the throng, though it was thought afterwards it 
was occasioned by some one getting on the middle, 
the hatches gave way and down below they went, 
taking the people along with them. It was the 
work of an instant. I happened to be looking at 
the bai^e at the time of the downfall, and a very 
singular sight it was, seeing such a numbtsr of 1^ 
up in the air and not to be able to p^ceive a body 
who they belonged to; for the whole of those who 
were seated, had their bodies down below and their 
legs above board. The news soon circulated that no 
one was hurt. " I say, fiEurmer Yem, no one was 
hurt, so I hear; but they must have had a duce of 
a wetting though^ down there, I am sure.'' Those 
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on the oth^ b&rge^ however^ liad no cause to 
laugh at their misfortune^ for just before the launch 
their hatches and cargo went down in a similar 
manner. The laughs and cheers were equally as 
loud as they were on the launch taking the water 
in a ship-shape manner. 

In a tale relating to the Cornish miners' mis-* 
take about a sedan chair^ in which two ladies 
were going to a morning concert^ it might be in- 
teresting to our readers for me to tell of an ad- 
venture that befell two ladies in a sedan chair^ 
returning from a ball. A few years ago an ele- 
phant in the charge of two keepers was travelling 
in the night on foot. About two o'clock in the 
morning, chuney had walked into a town a little 
in advance of the men, who, it is said, stopped to 
take a glass of beer, feeling themselves at liberty 
so to do, thinking that that one house was the 
only place open and the rest of the inhabitants 
were in bed. Chuney walked very slowly into the 
middle of the street towards the centre of the 
town; when, no doubt to his astonishment, there 
suddenly came up to him a sedan chair, carried 
as usual by two men. It appears there had been 
a grand ball in the town that night, and although 
the ladies were taken there one at a time, no 
doubt so that their dresses might look in the ball 
room as they widied them to do; when th^ ball 
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was over^ some of those ladies had no objection to 
be taken home two at a time; and it was so upon 
this occasion. That th^ elephant was not fright- 
ened we might gather from this : he walked 
bravely up to the sedan and gave it such a blow^ 
that Tom Crib^ in his best days^ would not have 
been ashamed of; or Tom Sayers^ at the present 
time. The blow laid prostrate the sedan^ ladies 
and porters. Chuney very sedately viewed what 
he most likely had never seen before— -two ladies 
in their ball dresses. He then quietly advanced 
his trunk towards one and then the other^ and 
appeared perfectly satisfied with his survey; not 
attempting to take advantage of the position of 
the party^ but waited any atiback that might be 
made against him^ in a cool determined sort of a 
manner. The ladies and their attendants by no 
means liking this interruption; and^ no doubt^ had 
read or beard how the London apprentice boys^ in 
the days of yorCi obtained assistance by crying, 
''clubs, clubs, help, clubs;'* took to that ready 
method in a simultaneous way, for they one and 
all opened with the cry for help, that made the 
old town cross ring again; waking the drowsy 
sleepers, causiug the keepers to run up in racing 
style, as well as the beaux from the ballroom; set 
children crying, dogs barking, servants flying, and 
such inquiring of ''what is the matter?'' It 
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might be as well to say that the ladies^ who were 
mother and daughter^ and most highly respected^ 
sustained no serious harm^ with the exception of 
the sudden shake to their nerves^ of which they 
soon recovered. 

, In the same town^ at a large fairi which is held 
in the fall of the year^ there was a large flaming 
placard^ announcing the intelligence that a noble 
Spaniard was about to have a combat with an im- 
mense bear. A number of young men, mostly 
tradesmen, agreed to go together in the evening. 
I was one of the party. On our entering the 
booth, bruin was introduced by the bearward with 
a six-foot staff in his hand, who led him round by 
a chain attached to his muzzle. The animal laid 
down {or a minute on the entrance of the Spaniard, 
who was dressed in a large leathern jacket with 
the hair on, covering him from his mouth to his 
knees, the head being covered all but the nose and 
eyes. The ward commenced with these words: 
'* Now, noble Spaniard, show your courage.'' The 
bear rose, nothing backward, on his two hind legs, 
and with his fore legs began sparring. I believe 
there were some smart blows exchanged. Whether 
the Spaniard hit too hard, I cannot say; the bear 
appeared to lose his temper, and was drawing his 
opponent close to him, when tjie bearward called 
out, and put the staff between the bear and the 



yGoogk-j 



146 TALBS A3n> RBOOLLBOnOirs 

man^ and wrenched him awaj. He then gave the 
animal a smart blow over the sconce^ making him 
cry out in a sort of grunt. This was repeated 
three or four times. A very exciting combat it 
was. It terminated after a sharp struggle^ in the 
man's throwing the bear down on his side and 
sitting on him. We were very warm in our plau- 
dits^ and my brother made a collection for the 
victor. 

The next mornings a dark^ misty one, I, who 
lived at a distance, was up early, and was walking 
towards town, when on looking towards a cross 
road that was fifty yards before me, I saw through 
the gray gloom, a dark object with an ambling 
gait, within five yards of me. You may talk of 
your politeness in giving the road to anybody ; I 
would lay a wager, if it could be proved, it was 
nothing to compare with my alacrity in putting 
myself into a thorn hedge and leaving the road to 
the defeated bear of last night's combat. He did 
not appear in any manner to be chagrined at his 
defeat; but on the contrary, he looked as cheerful 
as he possibly could do on such a dull morning. 

He came on, and happy was I when he passed 
by with an easy canter, tossing and turning his 
head; and to all appearance, was glad that he had 
got away from his muzzle. The bearward was 
some twenty or thirty yards behind, running and 
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calling to the animal. He after a time came up 
with the bear^ and put the muzzle on. There 
were two others met by the runaway before his 
capture^ who were equally as polite as myself in 
leaving the road to him. 

At a cottage at the base of a cliffy close to the 
sea, resided two young men^ who had been brought 
up there^ and were experienced boatmen. In the 
summer season, they obtained a good livelihood by 
taking out parties on a water excursion in their 
boat; and gave satisfaction to all who employed 
them. The instant a party was afloat, they felt 
they were in the hands of careful men, who gave 
themselves up to their avocation as boatmen ought 
to do. Though it may be said they were lucky in 
their trips, I am sorry truth compels me say, they 
were not so in their transit from the boat to the 
shore, on the termination of their trip. On the 
boat being run on the sand, one of the two men 
jumped out and brought to the side of the boat a 
light donkey chaise, which would hold two passen- 
gers comfortably. 

Now, whether it was from the great strain that 
had been put on the shafts before that day, or 
whether, on this occasion, the two ladies were 
heavier than common, we cannot say. The ladies 
were seated and told to hold fast; the propeller 
pushed and began to near dry land; when both 
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sliafts broke short off. The ladies went backwards 
into the water^ the chaise going over with them^ 
their feet striking the water last. 

The propeller cried out, " only think of that ! 
'pon my word and honour, ladies.^' He was not 
idle while saying this, but took one of them in his 
arms and was carrying her out, still protesting his 
sorrow. Their servant, dressed in livery, had 
brought his mistresses^ cloaks, and stood looking 
on. Being asked why he did not go in and help 
the ladies, he said, " Oh ! I am dressed to wait at 
dinner.^' No further harm came to the ladies 
than the disagreeableness of being wet, which often 
caused a laugh afterwards. 

Our friends the boatmen then took to the pri- 
mitive mode, carrying the ladies ashore in their 
arms, and the gentlemen a-pick-a-back. Misfor- 
tunes, they say, seldom come singly, and it was 
so here. Shortly after, in carrying a lady from 
the boat to the shore, he kicked against a stone, 
and down they went together. The lady sitting 
in the water and the boatman on his knees at her 
feet; who struggling to get up, by accident put his 
hand on her shoulder and pushed her head under 
the water. " Oh, dear, m'am, how sorry I am." 
" Take me out ; take me out." He went to her 
the next morning, to beg her pardon. She said 
it was an accident, though she would ask him one 
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question. "Why did you push my head under 
the water ?'^ ''I do not recollect that I did. 

At an improving and extensive village, not far 
from the place spoken of, a large party, most of 
them ladies, were about to land in the same man- 
ner as above. The man had taken two ashore, 
and was about carrying the third, who was a very 
stout person. As he went towards the shore, he 

said, " really, Mrs. B , you are very heavy.'' 

" I know I am ; if you cannot carry me, put me 
down.'' Down he placed her in the water up to 
her knees, and said, "thank you, m'am; I could 
not carry you any further." She waded out the 
rest of the distance by herself, refusing all assis- 
tance from others, amid the pity of a few and the 
laughter of many. 

Another incident, in something of the same 
manner, occurred on the coast, that caused a 
hearty laugh to many. A surveying party was 
landed from a government vessel; towards the 
evening, a boat came on shore for two officers; 
the tide was low, and two men had to wade some 
distance, carrying them towards the* boat, which 
they had nearly reached, when an unlucky lurch 
against one another, laid them all in the water. 
They had a hearty laugh in the boat, and so did 
the spectators on shore. 
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On the edge of a high down, were some; white 
cUffs, three or four hundred feet high; the base of 
' which was washed by the sea and surrounded by 
rocks. It was only at low water that you could 
go along the whole of the base. Being an unfre^ 
quented place for months; and even when visited, 
it would only be by a party in search of geological 
specimens. 

This cliff was thought to be, by a spirited and 
hardy class of men, just the place that would suit 
their purpose, for concealing contraband goods 
when they could not conveniently run them into 
the inland towns and villages. 

It would make a landsman shudder, or any one 
not accustomed to the crags, to go to the edge and 
look down. Yet some bold cragsmen went down 
a few yards from the top, and there excavated a 
cave for their goods. Their mode of procedure 
was in this way : on a calm dark night, at high 
water, a boat would pull in cautiously among the 
rocks, under their cave ; a rope would be let down 
from the top close to their store ; those in the boat 
would make &st as much as they thought could be 
hmsted with safety; it would then be hauled by 
the men on the top to the mouth of the cave, and 
taken in and stowed away. This was repeated till 
all the crop was made snug. The tackle was 
then stowed away, and the boat could show herself 
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in any place. The cave could not be discerned 
from the base^ nor by a boat at sea. So barring 
the free traders' bane^ (information) they could 
lay unmolested fbr any length of time^ without 
fear of being discovered^ so that they could choose 
their own time to remove. This was generally 
done on a very rough nighty supposing the Coast 
Guard would think in this wise: " This is too rough 
a night for any boat to live in such a sea as is on 
now; the waves mountains high^ the breakers 
tumbling high up the beach^ are a sufficient guard 
on the coast to prevent any boat from landing tubs 
to-night; so I will just see the officer^ and then 
have a skulk for a time.'' The smugglers would 
come with the necessary gear, visit the cave, con- 
vey their goods to the summit, and then hasten to 
their final destination. This had been carried 
on for years, and no doubt would have continued 
to this time, if it had not been for an unfortunate 
accident, that proved fatal to one poor fellow. 

As they were getting up some goods, the rope 
displaced a stone, which fell on the head of an 
unfortunate man who was coming up from the 
cave, rope in hand. He fell to the bottom a 
corpse. The horror and consternation that ensued 
was immense. What can we possibly do? One 
of them, with much labour, reached the bottom of 
the diff, he having gone some distance to get off 
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the down. He found the bod^ of his late com- 
panion a lifeless mass^ and then returned to his 
party. What was to be done ? They came to the 
conclusion to take everything from the cave^ send 
a person to the body, and await the coroner's 
inquest. At the inquest, there was no one to say 
how the accident occurred. The person who found 
the body was very closely examined to the question 
of how came you there? He answered, '*I went 
there to get shell fish from off the rocks.'' The 
jury's verdict was "found dead by some unknown 
cause." The Coast Guard had their suspicions 
raised that the man came by his death by some 
act of smuggling, made strict search, and after a 
time found the cave and destroyed it. 

A fog often causes vessels to run ashore. We 
have heard of two or three shipwrecks from that 
cause this winter, along this immediate coast. 

A fog in London is the cause of many accidents. 
Gk) into the parks of a deep foggy night, and hear 
the many cries of *' Where is such and such a 
gate ?" " Where is Palace Yard ?" " Where is 
Spring Gardens ?" Running against one another. 
" I beg your pardon." " I did not see you." '' I 
can say the same." 

K it is so bad as this in London, let us for a mo- 
ment consider what it must be at sea. Ther&is but 
very little wind usually with a fog. You may say. 
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that the ships or vessels have their compasses on 
boards but in a fog it is hard to tell exactly how far 
the land is from you. The continuous firing of guns^ 
beating of gongs, and ringing of bells are often 
adopted. The danger of running against another 
vessel keeps the pilot or captain in continual fear. 

It was within this fortnight that the post was 
later by a few hours. How is this ? Oh, there 
was such a fog on the water, that the captain was 
obliged to feel his way, afraid he should run up 
against another vessel ; they kept their bell ring- 
ing the whole of the distance. 

A little way off, in the bay, say three-quarters 
of a mile, is a place where many go deep sea fish- 
ing. One evening, five or six different parties 
were off, when suddenly they were obscured in a 
thick fog. I sent three or four boys with bells on 
to the sand to ring. One boat stayed, and said 
that they should find their way ashore, and come 
in by such a spot. All the rest came in. The 
last soon followed, but instead of coming in at the 
place they thought they should, they were nearly 
a mile from it. 

I, one foggy morning, heard the steam blow 
off from a vessel, and she anchored within a 
quarter of a mile from the shore. A boat put 
off to her, and told them where abouts they 
were. They handsomely rewarded the boatmen. 
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weighed anchor^ and were off again^ all iu a 
hour. 

A few years baok^ a vessel got on shore in a fog 
at night. A fisherman hastened off seven miles to a 
pilots and told him of the circumstance. The pilot 
returned instantly to the place with him^ and on 
reaching tl^ ship he found a lieutenant and a 
number of men with him^ on board. The cap- 
tain and lieutenant could not agree^ he wishing 
the captain to let him take charge of her as a ship 
on shore. ""No/' said the captain^ ''she is afloat 
at the st^n^ and I am in hopes she will go off.^^ 
A puff of wind came off the shore now and then. 
They had a kedge anchor laid out at the stem and 
their topsails set. The contrariety of opinion was 
still strong. The pilot kept very silent. The 
fisherman remarked that the water would be as 
high as it could be in another half hour. At last 
the pilot quietly said, " don^t you think if the sail 
was taken off the fore mast, she would float ? I 
think it is the sails that keep her pressed down.^' 
The captain took the hint, did so, and it had the 
desired effect. " She floats,^^ cried out a man in 
the bow, who was stationed there to watch for such 
an incid^it. The pilot ran aft, caught hold of the 
helm, and called out, " captain, order your men to 
heave upon the anchor, and stand ready to slip the 
cable.'' ''Aye, aye.'' The lieutenant came up 
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and said^ ^'hoUoo, Sir, who are jou? This ship 
is in my care. I am Lieutenant Sorrel^ and you 
had better go below/' "Hark, Sir. I am a 
pilot.'' " When did yon come on board ?" *TVo 
hours ago. The captain has put this vessel into 
my hands. The instant she was afloat, I demanded 
it, and he did it. K you will let your men assist 
in taking her int^ Portsmouth, well and good ; if 
not, I shall have the fishermen from the coast. 
Captain, keep the lead going. Let one of the 
mates see if she has much water in her hold. 
Keep the pumps going. We shall do now." And 
he took her safe into harbour. 

The Ueutenanf s services were requited with the 
sum of one hundred pounds. A handsome douceur 
fell to our firiend the pilot, which he shared with 
the pilot crew and the fisherman. 

I recollect leaving London by the first morning 
train, intending to stop at Brighton to see the 
races that were then on, and leave by the last 
train that went to the westward. There were 
seven events to come off. I saw but one race, 
though I was there at the time three others were 
run. The reason I did not see them, was owing 
to a fog so dense that I saw but three horses out 
of seven that ran for that race. It was a very dull 
day for the time of year. The fog came on from 
the sea and then remained on the down all day. 
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to the discomfort of many thousands^ who like 
myself left the down very much disappointed. 

A similar incident occurred one fine morning; 
being out with the beagles^ on foot^ puss on being 
started^ took for a high down in a straight Hne^ 
with the merry music close to her scut. A com- 
panion and myself made the best of our way to the 
top of the down ; which, on r^pching, we saw a 
thick fog coming up the side of the hill from the 
sea. I say coming up, for it appeared to strike 
the hill midship and then commenced rolling up- 
wards; on and over it came, till reaching the 
summit, it then stopped, or seemed to do. It com- 
pletely excluded the hunting party from our view, 
as subsequently it did ever3rtlung else. 

I observed to my companion, " they must be 
bold riders that keep up with the hounds in such 
a fog, on the top of this down. Hark, they 
are coming this way. How well the scent lays. 
There^s a sound. The fog don't stop the hounds 
running or baying. Listen. This is worth com- 
ing twenty miles to hear. There's a crack. Ca- 
pital. Let us get off the road into this gorse, or 
else the horses will be over us.'' At our next 
quiet interval, we heard pit-a-pat, pit-a-pat, and 
the kind lady (for the hunted hare is at all times 
called as being one of the feminine gender), 
passed within five yards of us, with a seven or eight 
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feet stride ; so we judged by hearings not by seeing. 
She^ after passing us^ was turned off the hill and 
took to the low grounds^ where she was soon lost^ 
the scent not being so good there as on the down. 
When the horsemen came up to the gorse, which 
they did very gently, some were leading their 
horses, and the whole of them appeared to be 
highly pleased when they had reached the bottom 
in safety; where the sun was shining beautifully 
and clear as I ever recollect seeing, before or since, 
in the month of February. The hounds went and 
threw off two or three miles away, where there 
was no fog to disturb the horsemen or foot people. 

I recollect seeing a fog descend one morning in 
London. I was in Prince's street, just come out 
of Coventry street, when the tops of the houses 
began to disappear, then the second floor windows 
were no longer discemable ; it still fell very regular, 
and at length reached the heads of the moving 
throng. A singular aspect it then presented to 
view — ^the multitude looking like headless beings. 
It well repaid the stooping to see it descend to our 
very feet, it having lowered as evenly as water 
ascends in cisterns. 

There is an old story respecting a gentleman 
who had been benighted on the down, one very 
dark night. He was on horseback, and according 
to tradition, he had gone every road he could find 
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in the hope of discovering a way to the lower 
ground^ without being fortunate enot^h to do so. 
He became greatly alarmed^ not having the least 
idea of the way to get oflF. He began to think 
of alighting and stopping all the night there^ wait- 
ing for the light of the coming morning. He then 
thought of letting his horse take whatever way he 
chose ; at the same time vowing that if the horse 
took him to the bottom in safety, he would give to 
the poor of the parish a piece of land for ever. 
The horse did take him down safely, and a most 
awful steep place it was, at least it is so pointed 
out to us, being a trifle to the westward of St. 
Boniface house, in the romantic village of Bon- 
church. There is a small piece of land in that 
parish which belongs to another village. How it 
came so they cannot tell, but it has been said it 
was the gift of the rider. 

A gentleman, a Major D ^ previous to his 

going out to the Crimea, went on horseback to the 
top of the down, passed the spot where the be- 
nighted traveller descended, and rode to the steep- 
est part. It would be best to inform our readers 
here of the position and height of this down, which 
is said to be 750 feet above the levd of the sea. 
At the base is one of the most rising towns in this 
part of England, which has sprung up within the 
last quarter of a century, from a few houses to a 
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town^ whose population is above three thousand. 
Those hills forming a sheltering screen from the 
north and north-east winds, they call it the 
Madeira of England, and I believe justly so. 

The Major began his perilous descent. His 
st^ed and himself were on the best of terms. She 
was a fine handsome strong black mare, of great 
courage, and remarkably tractable. She appeared 
to be on her haunches the greater part of the way. 
The people who saw their descent, were at first 
struck with amazement and fear; after looking at 
them for a time, and seeing how well they suc- 
ceeded in their task at the top, began to admire 
their coolness and intrepidity; and when they saw 
them arrive in safety at the bottom, their cheers 
and plaudits were long and continuous. 

It was at the top of those hills where the beagles 
had their hunt in the fog already mentioned. 

At the secluded village of Edgeston, the people 
met at an auction were astonished at the descent 
of a man on horseback from the top of the down, 
in a violent squall. The horse was at speed, and 
every one expected to see both man and horse 
precipitated to the bottom with a broken neck. 
The man showed a presence of mind rarely sur- 
passed. To the wonder of the spectators, they 
both reached the bottom in safety. It appeared 
the horse was at speed when he came to the side 
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of the hiU^ so that the rider could not checlk him; 
he then took the wisest course he could do^ 
brought the animal aslant as much as could be 
done in safety. The rider had never been there 
before^ so that it was new ground to him and the 
more dangerous. The rider is still alive^ arid re- 
siding at Yentnor at the present time. 

How splendidly the moon^ when nearly full, 
shows on a fine night upon the water. Stand at 
the edge of the water, and you have the silvery 
rays reflected apparently from beneath the moon 
to your feet, in great variety of shapes, that follow 
in rapid succession one after another. When all 
is still, and no clouds to obscure the rays, it will 
take the appearance of a large goblet, then a pe- 
destal, a column with a lotus top, and many others. 
Then if a cloud should pass between the extreme 
rays and yourself, you have change after change. 
If you should be favoured by a ship or boat pass- 
ing under this strong ray of light, you will then 
behold one of the most enchanting sights that is 
to be seen on the water. On the vessel first com- 
ing into the light, you are surprised at the silvery 
hue. cast on every part of this gliding object. 
You can see all, from the truck head to the water 
line ; topgallant sails, topsails, main, mizen, in- 
deed every sail that is unfurled, with the mast, 
spars and yards. K a gentle breeze should spring 
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np^ yon will be apt to exclaim^ " oh^ I should like 
to see her in that position again; how rapid was 
her course/' Well might a gentleman exclaim^ 
who had come from an inland county^ " oh^ how 
glad I am^ to see such a grand sight. It is 
worth coming the distance to see that alone» 
What a pleasing awe seem to prevail over the 
whole of the water. It causes me to feel heartily 
grateful to that Good Being who made and governs 
the universe.'^ I have myself seen the moon like 
to what I have attempted to describe, many, many 
times; and when seeing a ship passing the rays, 
I have often thought of Solomon's saying, in the 
30th of Proverbs, that " the way of a ship in the 
sea was one of the four greatest wonders of the 
world.'' How many thousands have been to the 
sea-side, who never took the trouble to go and 
look at this, to me, never tiring sight. 

This morning, the sun also presented a novelty; 
the appearance of the morning was cloudy, indeed 
there seemed to be a thin transparent cloud, or 
rather clouds, in the whole of the horizon. ThQ 
strong rays of light from half-past seven till half- 
past nine, a. m., was very great. We have often^ 
as our country friends say, seen the sun draw 
water ; this morning, they were so plainly seen, so 
straight and long, that it caused many to notice it. 
It was a complete semicircle, the n^s extending 
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north and across the bay. Then again^ you saw 
the sunbeams on the water, at the verge of the 
horizon; and on another spot nigh to you, the 
rays were to be seen in a vertical position; then 
the radiation was as much above the sun as be- 
neath it. 

I once saw a whirlwind pass through a hay field ; 
it was on a calm day and very warm. The hay 
was taken up to an immense height, in many rapid 
circles, causing a very novel appearance. There 
was supposed to be above a ton taken up, some of 
it being carried nearly a mile; and about half of 
it was supposed to be recovered. 

On another occasion in a hay field, the hay was 
put up into cocks or small heaps, ready for carry- 
ing; a number of boys were playing a game of 
" hoop-hide,"' or '" hide-and-seek.'" When the 
whirlwind came and took oflF the hay from the top 
of them, the lads said they took hold of the short 
stubby grass and held on fast; though they did 
not find it absolutely necessary, as they felt but 
Kttle of its force. This time the hay was taken up 
in larger circles than in the former one, though it 
did not ascend so high, nor was it carried so far, 
there being but very little taken out of the field. 
What was taken into another field was brought 
back in two trips, by a couple of men with hay 
forks, on their shoulders. 
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One afternoon^ two companions and myself saw 
a whirlwind; it took eflTect in the road^ carrying 
the dust up in a continuous column; it appeared 
almost stationary for a time^ and some little boys 
ran into the base of it^ and through it two or three 
times, and a pretty pickle they were in, they looked 
like dusty millers. The dust was taken up, we 
judged, a foil hundred yards. The whirlwind was 
tapering from the top, and the whole was on the 
whirl most rapidly. The sides of the shaft or 
column, were very straight. It went but a short 
distance from the road before it broke and spread 
itself over a field. We then had a look at the road 
where the whirl had passed over, when we were 
surprised at the cleanness of the road; there was 
not a loose particle to be found; we could plainly 
trace where it had been ; at the latter part of its 
evolutions, it took many larger circles. 

When we spoke to the lads, who had been in it, 
they said it made a wizzing noise, and that some 
of the dust made their faces tingle. 

I was, one day, walking on the cliff, when I 
observed the water agitated on its surface. My 
friend exclaimed, " what can be the cause of the 
water being disturbed in that way ?^' I said, " I 
had no doubt but it was a whirlwind.*' It took an 
eddying course, not altogether straight, but like 
unto a chain of circles. 
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It may as well be observed^ that all those whirl- 
winds took place on or about July^ on very fine 
days^ and that they all drawed toward the north- 
east^ and circled from east to north. I have no 
doubt but many whirlwinds have taken place with- 
out being noticed^ they passing over the land or 
water without falling on any loose light article. 
The hay was cut and dry; the dust was also dry; 
we should not have seen either if it had been wet. 

I recollect one melancholy mishap taking place^ 
caused by one of those circling squalls upsetting a 
sailing boat^ in which was nine persons; seven 
were drowned. It was on an afternoon that two 
boatmen took out a party to have a sail; the wind 
was lights and the boat was but a short distatice 
from the shore. They were the sons and daugh- 
ters of a gentleman^ with their tutor^ and another 
grown person. The unfortunate mother was look- 
ing at the boat through a telescope^ when it was 
struck by the squally instantly upset^ and all her 
sons and two daughters were lost. The same 
squall passed over the place where I was stoppings 
some two miles off. 

Some two or three years ago, many people saw 
an immense blazing meteor. It appeared to be 
in such close proximity, that when it burst it was 
thought to have dropped its fragments in the lo- 
cality; in those parts it was supposed to be what 
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is commonly called a thunder bolt. There were 
some people -who actually went in the direction it 
took^ to look for its fragments. A person who was 
between sixty and seventy miles to the east of 
where I was^ said the like had occurred there. 
After this, we found it was noticed in the North 
of France, also in the Channel Islands. 

In a town in the West of England, an informa- 
tion had been given that at a certain time a light 
cart would pass through one of the principal streets, 
loaded with brandy in small tubs. At the time 
mentioned, or rather earlier, the cart, with two 
men sitting in firont, drawn by two stout horses, 
was seen coming up the street at a gentle trot; 
when all of a sudden, from both sides of the street, 
a number of foot soldiers in front blocked up the 
road a few yards in advance. The driver instantly 
turned round as quick as he possibly could, almost 
knocking down two custom house officers, who ran 
to them from the side of the street. The non- 
driver began to lighten the load by throwing out 
the tubs on to the pavement, as fast as he could. 
The good people of the town were in great surprise 
at seeing the horses prancing, soldiers running, 
with the two revenue officers with them, the man 
still banging the tubs out as fast as he possible 
could, bursting the greater part of them. When 
they had got to the end of the street, the two 
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smugglers took off their hats and vated them ov^ 
their heads^ and then held up a tub^ as much as 
to say, we haTe not lost all; drove out of the town 
and nev^ were discovered. In the street they had 
just left, was a very busy scene. You might have 
percdved, had you been there, the two officers 
running from house to house as if a case of fire 
was on, and with as much haste, asking for the 
loan of large mugs, cans, tubs and buckets, to put 
in as much as could be saved firom the broken tubs; 
the soldia« taking a drink, sometimes on their 
knees, eometimes from a borrowed mug, in which 
they were joined by many of the town^s people. 
When the officers had saved and the soldiers and 
men fasd drunk as much as they could, the officers 
placed the spirits in a guarded room. The ser- 
geant did the same with most of his men to keep 
them &om mischief. 

In the West of England, near the sea, there was 
laid up, and had been for some time, a score of 
tubs. The person who had the care of them, 
wished them taken away, so he sent word to the 
party to whom they belonged, that he did not 
think it safe for them to remain longer there. 
The party lived at a small farm in a retired situar 
tion, about eight miles from Ihe sea. He sent 
and called two others, who w^e partners, and 
asked, ^^ what is the best way to bring them 
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here?*' ''Send the horses down; they will be 
sure to come here safe if there is any one to take 
them up to the London road and turn them adrift; 
every one of them knows the road from there to 
this place, and you may be sure there will be no- 
thing to stop them between/' After a time it was 
agreed that the proposer should go with five horses 
and bring them within five miles of home. Each 
horse was to have four tubs strapped to a sort of 
pillion. The horses left in the night, were housed 
and taken care of close by the spirits. In the dark 
of the evening, every horse had his load put up 
and strapped on, the whole being covered with a 
piece of canvas. They were tied two abreast, the 
man being on a loose one; that they called loading 
heavy. On arriving at the turning, he made them 
all stop; he then looked to their load, found every 
thing has it should be, took off their head gear, 
and cried out, ''away for home;'' giving a loud 
smack with his whip, and off they went at a steady 
pace, just like that which they had been keeping 
before the person left them. 

On their coming to a large village, a number of 
persons were talking at a comer; one of them 
said, "look out, boys; here is a runaway horse." 
Another said, "there is five or six; let us stop 
them." With that, three ran out into the middle 
of the road and held up their arms. They might as 
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well have tried to stop a pack of hounds in the same 
way. One of the horses snorted^ shook his head 
and fairly showed his teeth. All three were glad 
to make the best of their way out of the road- 
The horses appeared to mend their pace, and were 
soon out of sight. " Who's horses can they be ; 
do you know?" " Not I ; you were close to them^ 
if anybody ought to know, it is you.'' " I can 
tell you I was glad to get out of the way." One 
of them who had been out in the road, said, '' I 
thought at first it was Farmer Spear's horse, that 
first one; but when I came to recollect, his horse 
has got a white face and two white legs." 

The horses on arriving at the end of their jour- 
ney, were soon relieved of their burdens, as well as 
the lamp black and grease that had been carefully 
rubbed over every white mark upon them. 

One of the men at the comer, was a person sent 
to watch their passage through the village, who on 
seeing what had taken place, and hearing all that 
was said, wished them good night. 

It has been known that as many as twenty 
horses have been started off in the like manner. 
On one occasion, when such had been done, some 
men thought they would stop and lighten them 
of their load, and then let them go. On their 
approach, the men stood two on each side of the 
road, with wisps of straw tied on to two ropes. 
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which they had drawn across the road, one above 
the other. When the horses came to the ropes, 
they all made a halt; one of the men gave his 
rope to his companion, so that he held two ropes, 
and then approached, with much caution, one of 
the quietest looking horses. To his surprise, he 
reared up on his hind legs and beat the air with 
his fore legs, so that the man, seeing what a dan- 
gerous task he had undertaken, threw down the 
halter and ran to the other side of the ropes. 
The man who held the ends of the two ropes, be- 
came a little squeamish and dropped the end of 
the top rope; the whole of the horses took ad- 
vantage of the opportunity and jumped over the 
lower one, and in an instant were off like a flock 
of sheep. 

The stopping of these horses was like to have 
been a more serious affair than they thought it 
would have been ; the party receiving a notice, that 
if they, or any one else, ever dared to stop their 
horses, or even tried to do so, they would have a 
bullet sent through them; and that it was a good 
job for them that there were persons who had 
begged them off, or they would have been served far 
worse than the officers, who only did their duty. 

Of the great number that have been engaged in 
smuggling, how very, very rare do we hear of any 
one who has saved money in that way. 
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Let xis look at the hard working man who 
carries the tubs from the sea-side for a few miles. 
He is paid half-a-crown per tub^ and they usually 
carry two. On their going to the place named 
as the one where they are to take the tubs from^ 
and find^ from some unforeseen cause^ that they 
cannot run them that nighty they try a second 
time; and have been known to go as many as 
sevem times before they could achieve their task. 
The carriers do not receive a penny for their 
useless journeys. Some times they have a drop to 
drink given them. On their receiving the money, 
they generally resort to some public house, which 
they seldom leave till every farthing has been 
spent. They then go home, and layabout the 
next day, not being fit to go to work, and find 
themselves shorter of cash on the next Saturday 
night, than they have been for some weeks past. 
It may be said that there is a spirit prevailing the 
whole of the proceedings of tliose reckless men, 
that causes us to wish it to have been put to some 
better purpose. They usually have a drop of 
spirits on beginning their walk, and most likely 
one of them carries a bottle of the same with him. 
They very seldom take the road, and often have a 
man without a load, to go and talk to any one 
they may chance to meet or see. The whole 
of them are hwsat that if they should be taken, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OP THB SOUTHEBN COAST. 171 

they would have to lay in jail six months at the 
least* 

An informer is rarely known among them. If 
one should be hardy enough to do so^ he is certain, 
if found out, to be in dread of his life. I recollect 
some years back, being at a village on a club feast 
day. In the afternoon, there was a most horrid 
noise ; the yells, shouts, and execrations were truly 
appalling. The informer belonged to the benefit 
club, and had given information where twelve 
tubs were hid, through jealousy. He had been 
told that those tubs that he saw in a bam, un- 
der some stra^v, belonged to a rival, who was 
going to sell them, and then purchase goods to 
furnish a cottage and marry Sarah Winter ; the 
girl to whom he had been paying his addresses for 
some time. The poor fdlow went to a station, and 
the tubs were taken away within one hour after- 
wards. He then went and upbraided the girl, 
who said, they had only fooled him; that she had 
not seen the pretended rival for months, and that 
he had better go back and make the best he could 
of it. He then went back, said he would pay for 
the tubs, and did all he could to make amends for 
the mischief he had done; but so hard was it to 
do away with the odium of an informer, that had 
it not been for the assistance of four or five young 
men, he would eertainly have been killed. As it 
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was^ he had all his clothes torn off his back, and 
at last had to run for it. He said he was sure that 
if he went to the club and told the rights of it, 
all would be well. Many of his friends advised 
him to stop away, and let them explain. It was of 
no use, and the consequence was, that upon his 
attempting to do so, they would not hear a word 
he had to say ; and he was always looked upon 
with an eye of suspicion for ever after. 

A party had a quantity of tubs sunk until they 
could make arrangements for their being removed. 
The carrying men were all engaged, and the time 
fixed upon for the boat to go offfor the tubs, when 
they saw a neat looking fore and aft vessel becalmed 
and drifting with the tide. One in the boat said, 
" What vessel is that ? " He was told it was a 
yacht. He said, " I think it is too early in the 
season for that ; however, let us pull a little nigher. 
Now, mind lads, keep yourselves ready for a start, 
if it should be a cruiser. I, for one, would never 
be taken without a run for it. Let us get within 
hail. Stem on, lads. It is lucky we have brought 
this boat, and have five hands in her. Ship a-hoy V* 
"Holloo.'' "Where bound to?'' ''Come on 
board and see.'' " It won't do, boys ; I think they 
have a boat on the other side of her." "HoU 
loo, boat. If you do not come alongside in a 
minute, we will fire. " ''Away, lads; keep away 
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for the dark cliff. A dozen strokes and we shall 
be out of the reach of their pills. Steady, half a 
minute. Ah ! here comes a boat ; they will never 
overtake us. They keep popping away from the 



boat, so give way, altogether. Now we leave them; 
lay too a bit. They come again, now for a pull/' 
They had a hard pull for nearly two miles. It 
was a dark night and no moon. " What shall we 
do ? We cannot get away from them to save the 
boat. What do you say, lads? Let us take her to 
the lower landing place, we can then run her in ; 
there will be plenty of hands to haul her up in 
the midst of the other boats. It is a mile and 
more further; what shall be done ? ^' '' Save the 
boat if you can.'* " Now, on then. I think we 
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are getting farther away.'* ^'Yes, I am sure of 
that, Joe*' '* Give them a whistle, to see if it is 
all fair/' On their being satisfied that there was 
help at hand, they gave a spurt, and run her in 
on the beach. She was carried off the sand and 
placed among the other boats. A lad, after she 
had been left, had the luck to find the grapnels, 
and took them away. On the pursuing boat 
coming to the landing place, four men jumped 
out and began to search among the boats, but 
there was nothing to identify the run-away one. 
After a time, they fixed upon a boat as being the 
one, and leaving two men in charge of it, the 
others went back to the vessel, told their officer 
what they had done and wished to be informed of 
what they should do. By this time, day began to 
break, and the officer went himself, saw the boatj 
and the others, but could not find anything to 
warrant the detention of either. They went back 
to the vessel and began to drag for the sunken 
crop, which they found after a search of a couple 
of hours, took it on board and soon left. It 
proved to have been done upon information, which 
they had had so correct, that if there had been 
wind enough, they would have stood off and on 
till another hour had elapsed; but finding there 
was no wind, they let her run with the tide. It 
was their intention to come down on the boat 
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after they had got the tubs in her. The informer 
was never discovered. 

In a small village^ close to the sea^ a crop of 
tubs were sunk^ as in the last tale. A time had 
been agreed on when a boat was to come in and 
deliver the tubs to the carriers^^ The informer 
pressed on the ofScer the necessity of his men being 
told that he was to be allowed to go free; and to 
prevent mistakes^ he would come into the field 
with the rest. On the men of the Coast Guard 
showing themselves^ the smugglers would^ no 
doubt^ run away; but as a blue light would be 
burning, all could be easily seen, and they would 
know him by his falling down; besides, he was a 
little lame, so that there was no fear of his being 
detained. 

Fortunately for the smugglers, it tran^ired 
that they had been informed against, and by whom, 
with every particular relative to the intended sei- 
zure of men as well as tubs. Word was sent 
round in quick time, the removal put off, and the 
Guard had their watch for nothing. 

The informer left this part of the country for a 
time. He came back, thinking it had passed over, 
a few years after. To his sorrow, he found as 
much animosity against him as ever. He then 
went away, and has not shown himself there since. 
Although this took place some years ago, I have 
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no doubt in the least but that he would be still in 
danger if he ever did come back. It would be as 
well to inform our readers^ that the tubs were 
taken up and safely conveyed to their appointed 
place^ though not landed at the same spot as it 
was at first intended. 

The informer usuYdly receives a third of the 
whole, unless he agrees to receive a certain sum. 
I was informed by an Exciseman's son, to whom 
I had rendered some timely assistance in a hour 
of danger, that his father and two others had made 
a seizure that they had shared above seven hun- 
dred pounds among them. The informer was to 
have an agreed sum. It was malt, illegally dried. 
They took three waggons loaded with malt and 
the twelve valuable horses, many quarters of wet 
barley, all the implements used, and recovered a 
very heavy penalty. It had been carried on for a 
length of time. The delinquent, it was said, could 
have easily paid as many thousands as he was fined 
hundreds. After the seizure, he retired and lived 
independent. 

The Exciseman told a very good tale about a 
pretended seller of French smuggled goods. The 
man went up to two tradesmen's wives, who were 
about parting at the door of one of their houses, 
as if he was treading on eggs, and said, in a whis- 
pering voice, " do you ladies want to purchase a 
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beautiful Freneh smuggled shawl. I haye four 
with me, and they are very handsome, also very 
cheap. I am about leaving this part for France 
in a few days, and I have no wish to take them 
back again. Aflow me to show them to you; if 
you do not like them, it is not much trouble." 

The females looked at one another, and said 
they had no thought of buying. " Perhaps, m'am, 
you may know some person who does." He at 
last induced them to look at the shawls. On his 
going into a room, he very cautiously went to the 
window to see if it was overlooked; satisfying him- 
self on that point, he took out an old wrapper, 
laid it on the back of a chair, and then in a very 
dexterous manner, took from an inner pocket in- 
ride of his waistcoat a very showy shawl. On the 
servant girl coming into the room to put some 
coal on the fire, he very quickly threw the shawl 
on the table and the wrapper over it. 

The ladies thought it was too' gay for them; 
neither did they know any one of their acquaint- 
ances that would be likely to purchase such an 
article. On that, he extricated another; now that 
they did not like, nor a third one that he produced. 
After a conversation, they asked whether he would 
have any objection to their showing them to Mrs. 
Knowing; to which he replied, ''they might show 
them to the whole town, so long as they did not 

N 
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to an exciseman// It was proposed to meet at 
the same house at eight o^cIock that evening^ when 
the ladies would have two female friends to assist 
their judgment. The price of one of the shawls 
had been settled; if they could dispose of another, 
he would throw off a trifle. 

On his leaving the house^ he was observed by a 
person who^s wife had been taken in by a man 
similarly dressed. The thought struck him that 
he would like to put the husband on his guard. 
The question then was, what would be the best way 
for him to do so? At length he decided on telling 
the exciseman, which was done. He, on hearing 
the cause of suspicion, said, " well, let us go and 
see the husband; he is a person who will not be 
offended if it is a mistake.^* On the husband be- 
ing apprized of their surmises, he said, ^'come in.^' 
He then called his wife and told her what was 
thought, that the seller of the goods was an im- 
poster; that he had no French goods about him, 
that the goods he showed were* English, and could 
be bought at half the price in any respectable 
shop. It was decided that nothing should be said 
to the other ladies. True to a minute, our friend 
of the shawls knocked at the door, and was at once 
admitted to the four ladies. He had shown them 
all, when the lady of the house said, " allow me to 
show this one to my husband and firiend.^^ '^ Oh, 
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certainly, m^am/' On its being shown, they at 
once saw that it was of English make. The ex- 
ciseman went back with the mistress of the house, 
and said, " my Mend, how could you think of selling 
those ladies English Spittlefield^s work for French 
goods?^^ '* Oh ! Sir, you are very much mistaken. 
I, Sir, bought them myself at Lyons ; and shall be 
there again in a short time ; on my return, I shall 
be happy to show you.^^ ^' Yes, my man; I am an 
exciseman, and unless you show me your hawker^s 
license, I shall hand them to a constable.^' "Then 
there it is, and a fig for you or the constable. I 
find I am got into the hands of a low set, so on 
your peril, interfere with my going out. I have 
not sold anythiog in the town to-day, nor do I 
care to sell.^^ On saying these words, he went off. 
I was, one day, occupied at a gentleman's 
house, when one of these pretended smugglers 
came in; he was taken straight to the gentleman, 
who was married to a second wife in a month after 
this occurred. I said to the person who showed 
him in, " surely your master is not so foolish as to 
deal with that man.'' ^^Not deal with him? 
Indeed he has, and will do so again. If you only 
saw the beautiful silk dresses he has bought, and 
two such handsome shawls, you would bless your- 
self. Besides, my master was pretty deep with 
the first things that he bought, for he sent them 
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to a mercer's to know what tliey were worth, and 
they sent word back double the price he gaye far 
them. They were two pairs of silk stockings. 
Since that, master has bought a lot of things/' 

It was the first impression, that he had let them 
go at half their value; knowing if he could have a 
second deal, he should be repaid for his loss over 
and over again. He, the day that I saw him, took 
upwards of twenty pounds for English goods sold 
as foreign. 

At a lady's house, one of these persons showed 
her his goods. On asking the price of some silk 
stockings, she was surprised at the low figure, and 
said she would take those that he had with him, 
and wished him to obtain for her enoij^h to make 
up a dozen pairs. '' I am very sorry, m'am," he 
replied, " but I am taking those to a party who 
ordered them some time ago ; but I will get you 
a dozen pairs as soon as I possibly can. Does not 
the lady fancy any other article ?" " No, I do 
nofc at present; I will wait and see my first oi*der 
executed." The stockings are still on order. 

When I was a boy of nine or ten years of 9^, 
I was told by a companion that my father had just 
passed by with his gim, and was going to shoot a 
mad bullock. On my being made acquainted with 
the whereabouts, I said, " oh, I will go; yes, that 
I will. Perhaps I may be of some service." 
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I hastened and orertook him^ and said how glad 
I was that I had heard of it) and begged that I 
might be allowed to oarry the powder flask^ or the 
shot belt, or gun. ^' My dear little boy, this is 
too dangerous a game for yon.*' " Oh, Father, 
let me go/' At length I was consigned to the 
care of a man, with orders to go to a mill and b^ 
allowed to see the transaction. There were two 
bullocks; on3 had been playing Mag's diversion, 
running at every strange living object. Their locale 
was in some pleasant meadows, close to the mill* 
On the west side of the fields was a public road, 
not a mile from 'the town. In one of the meadows 
was an oak tree, in which the gunner was sta- 
tioned. Now the object was to get the bullock 
to go close to the tree; which was accomplished 
after a time, by a person standing at that place, 
who on drawing it that way, made to a safe retreat. 
A noise caused the animal to look at the tree. On 
being fired at, down he fell; the gun being loaded 
in the tree and leaves used instead of paper. The 
gunner had got on terra firma, every one came 
from his lair, the truck was called for, when lo \ 
the black gent jumped up, and started off at a 
smart gallop from one end of the field to the 
other; it then came up to a hedge, which it took 
like a deer, into the road, followed by its pal, and 
nearly one hundred men and boys bringing up 
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the rear. They kept the road nearly three miles, 
then came to a stop^ and walked into a field that 
had just been cleared of its crop of wheat. The 
field presented a most lively scene. Imagine a 
field of twenty acres surrounded by women, boys 
and girls, running, or rather gleaning, in a hurried 
manner, fancying a little further off was a better 
place than just where they were; a sort of bivouac 
formed on many parts of the field, with a cloak or 
a bag or two, with the collected com, and in the 
centre of all was a baby asleep; or if awake, a 
brother or sister nursing it, and trying by every 
infantile method to keep it from crying. When 
into this motley group walked two bullocks, one 
with his tail raised, his head shaking, scratching 
the ground with his fore feet, and every now and 
then bellowing with all his might, you might see 
half a dozen women running to their infants, at 
another place a boy or girl of five or six years of 
age carrying baby to the nearest hedge; children 
a little older throwing themselves into the hedge 
regardless of thorns or brambles, all thinking that 
they were the identical party the dreadful beast 
was after. Mothers calling,]^" come here; where 
is WiUy; Sally, Jem?'' '' Mother, mother,^' four 
or five little ones bawling; with here and there 
one or two calling on their far distant daddy or 
mammy. Although taken at a non-plus, there was 
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not a mother who left the field till all the children 
had done so. The bullocks, as if satisfied with 
the consternation they had created in that field, 
returned very quietly into the road and continued 
their onward course. A man who heard the dis- 
tant shouts, came into the road with a scythe in 
his hand. He tried to stop the animals, and hol- 
lowed and shook the scythe all to no purpose, for 
the beast made every preparation to attack him; 
at length he threw down his weapon, made for the 
hedge, and succeeded in getting over in safety, 
though not before his scythe was tossed into the 
top of the hedge by the furious animal, who gave 
them an hour^s run and then repassed the harvest 
field, which if he had gone into, he would have 
had all to himself. Within a mile of home, he 
stopped in a hollow in the road; there was a slip 
of green sward each side, perhaps a dozen yards 
wide. Now, behind the bushes, were some 
eight or nine men hid, among them the gunner, 
who said, " I will go out to him.^^ With that, he 
walked out into the road, nearly a hundred yards 
from his black foe. The instant that he saw his 
enemy, he walked' towards him; when he saw the 
gunner do the same, he began to run; which the 
gunner did likewise. Of course, this took place 
in less time than I can tell it. When within ten 
or twelve yards, the gun was pointed, the trigger 
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pulled and a flash in the pan was the result. The 
gun havmg been reloaded^ and leaves instead of 
pap^ used; in the course of the run the bullet 
had fallen out^ and the powder did the same. 

The instant the beast saw the flashy he turned 
and ran off, as if he did not like the smell oi 
powder; a fdrtunate circumstance for mjr father. 
Though on the instant of the flashy he took the 
barrel of his gun in his hand^ and would no doubt 
have inade the first blow tell; jet^ he having but 
one hand, would have been hard pressed in a dose 
contest. 

I who had left the mill and my protector at the 
same time, joined two companions. We had taken 
up our position at the gate that opened from the 
road into the meadow. A covered gutter or drain 
was between the gate and the road. We boys had 
ensconced ourselves in the gutter. A look out 
was being taken, when up came a stout boy. 
^'Holloo, where do you youngsters get to when 
the bullock comes.?*' We informed him of our 
safe retreat, and then asked him where be went 
to. He laughed and said he knew very well what 
he. was about. 

.Now there had been a drove of miloh cows sent 
out to meet the bullocks, for they scmietimes 
herded together. There had been five or six false 
alarms of " here they come,*' which had driven ua 
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to our place of safety; so that we began to pay 
but little attention to the outcries. At length a 
louder shout than common sent us all running; 
one and myself entered into the gutter^ one and 
the stout lad went to the other side; the little boy 
was nearly in^ but was soon ejected by the bigger 
one, who said, *' let me get in first;" and the little 
fellow ran oflF crying. Just conceive the horror of 
the stout boy when he found the gutter was noi 
suffidently large to admit him. He got up yery 
much lightened and ran away, exclaiming, '^ oh, 
dear ; oh, dear ; what shall I do?'' On its becom- 
ing known that it was a false alarm, we were soon 
joined by number three. 

At length the real Simon Pure came, with the 
other cattle, yery orderly, and we three boys laid 
very quietly until we heard men's voices. One 
said, "there they all go into the bam." On our 
going to that place, we found that there was a rope 
from the bam across the yard through a strong 
gate into a field; a double block with a rope run 
through, and as many as twenty persons were 
ready to haul the instant the signal was given. 

A man had placed himself on a beam in the 
bam with a rope, to throw over his horns, and on 
his giving the signal, they were to haul away. At 
last it was given, and out he came staggering. 
The insl^mt he was out of the bam, the doors were 
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closed; it was then seen that the rope was round 
the neck instead of the horns. Thej pulled him 
towards the gate post; on the field side of this 
post^ stood a bold butcher with a pole axe^ ready to 
give him his quietus. All were smiling; how well 
everything was acting; when lo, there was a great 
falling off. The rope men^ who by this time had 
increased to nearly thirty, broke the rope between 
the third and fourth man, when he and all the 
others went down with a run. Oh, what scram- 
bling and running here and there across the field 
ensued. Confidence, however, soon resumed its 
sway among them, and the bullock was within two 
yards of the gate, when down he fell motionless. 
My father said, *' why, butcher, he is dead.'' ''Oh, 
no, my Mend; he is only down in the sulks; I 
have seen twenty do the same. For mercy's sake, 
don't go near him." *' I tell you he is as dead as 
Julius Caesar." With that, he walked up to him, 
sat down on his side and slapped him with his 
hand; on this, the knife was used. The animal 
had died strangled. The bullet was taken from 
the head, flattened on one side, and given to 
father. 

A gentleman came to me at dusk one evening, 
in the month of February, and said, " I wonder 
what those three men in the boat are going out 
for? It will be dark in an hour." I took up a 



d by Google 



OP THE SOUTHERN COAST. 187 

glass^ looked, and said, " I think there is but one 
thing that could induce them to put off so late, 
and that is smuggling/^ ^' It cannot be that, for 
there is nothing done in that way now/' ^^No, 
Sir, I merely said so. I have no idea/' It turned 
out that my chance words were true. They fan- 
cied they saw, at a distance, some tubs floating; 
they took a glass and all three said, ^'it is tubs/' 
took their boat and went past the tubs, which it 
appeared were made fast to a rope. '^ What is 
best to be done? There is a preventive man coming 
from the west, and we are in sight of the station 
on the other tack." "We will go past them and 
put in among the rocks." '' Holloo, lads, what's 
up ? " " We want a few crab-pot stones." He 
very kindly found two or three and gave them to 
the man in the boat. " Come, you have helped 
us to some stones, we will give you a lift up to the 
Glen." " I am much obliged, but I have to go 
back to the west and meet the man that comes 
from the next station." '^ I will go part of the 
way with you," said one. The boat put off, came 
up to the prize, took one end of the rope and 
made in just under the cliffs, where there was a 
second ledge or shelf. They had been there about 
ten minutes, when a signal was given and a rope 
with a hook let down. One jumped out of the 
boat and said, "I can hook them on; you take 
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the boat back. Gk), Wilky Nobbs, call on Panky, 
and be on the top as soon as you can ; do not 
forget the long rope/' '' AU right/' 

The man that went down to the westward with 
the preventive man^ left him at some cottageck 
He, with three men, went with a rope and soon 
drew the tubs on to the ledge-r-eighteen tubs 
and a flagon. By the time they were on the ledge 
the signal came from the top that they were ready, 
and they were hauled up close to where I saw the 
raven's nest. After the spirits, came the rope 
they had been made fast to. There were plenty 
of men to carry, and a sufficient number was sent 
each road to look out for squalls. The tubs were 
conveyed to a celery trench, and earth thrown 
over them, in two hours and-a-half from the time 
of putting the boat off. The crop was disposed 
of and realized upwards of forty guineas. The 
tubs had, or were supposed to have broken away 
from their moorings some distance from where 
they were picked up. 

An acquaintance, who had been so fortunate in 
an early walk as to find a tub of brandy and 
house it in safety, soon found a purchaser, and it 
was agreed that they should meet at a certain 
retired spot on the following evening. Our friend 
had taken the tub on his shoulder, gone up a steep 
place and put the tub down in the narrow path. 
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he then moved it out of the path to one side, and 
sat down for a minute > on getting up, he stooped 
to take the load on his shoulder^ when he waa 
accosted with, *^Who are you? Oh, is it you? 
What^s the matter with your foot ? Got a com V^ 
**No, a gravel in my shoe/* "What brings you 
up here this dark night ? Where did I see you 
last week? Ah, ah, a lady in the way; sweet- 
heart, eh ? I say, when is it to be ? I shall ex^ 
pect a piece of cake/* And away he went, and 
so did pur friend, who in a few minutes delivered 
the tub to the person he went to meet. He after- 
wards came into where I lived, and when I saw 
him, I said, "what is the matter with you ? How 
pale you are looking.^^ "You would look pale 
too, if you had been as near laying in jail for 
six months as I have.** He then told me what I 
have related. 

After a rough tide, caused by a high wind from 
the south-west, a person of smuggling habits took 
an early stroll. He had walked nearly two miles 
from a watering place, where he . resided, when he 
saw three tubs rolling in the surf. He took them 
high up, made a hole in the shingle, threw the 
tubs in and walked frirther away. He then saw 
seven other tubs in a similar position to the first 
three. He took these also, and carried them into 
a field of vetches, that was jmrtly cut, close to the 
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beach^ laid them as snug as he possibly could^ and 
then returned to the edge of the water. He saw^ 
at a distance^ an ezciBeman who hved dose to his 
house. The instant he saw the officer^ he began 
to take off his clothes^ went into the sea and had 
a bathe. He saw the exciseman stop where he 
had found the three tubs and begin to look about. 
Mr. P — dressed and went up to him, and asked 
what he was looking about so for. '^Why, look 
here, P — , on the sand is the mark of a tub. The 
tide is going out, so this mark must have been 
made since it was high water. Which way did 
you come down?^' ''I went to look at some 
vetches at farmer Cozzy's, but I do not think they 
are so good as neighbour Dunnes, the butcher. I 
thought I should like to come and have a bathe.^^ 
" Mr. P — , did you see any one on the road you 
came?^^ ^^ Yes, four or five men, but I do not 
know who they were; besides, if I did, I should 
not tell you.^^ 

After a time, the exciseman found out the tubs, 
and very proud he was of so doing. He said, 
'^ Mr. P — , you will help me to take them to my 
house, and I shaU be much obliged to you.^^ " If 
I were to help you, I should be thought as bad as 
an informer. However, you can press me to aid 
and assist, pay me like other honest men, and I 
will carry two for you ; you know the price as 
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well as any old smuggler — ^half-a-crown each/^ 
"There, take hold; you shall be paid; they are 
not the first tubs you have carried in that manner, 
I can see." " No, perhaps not ; but they are the 
first I ever carried for the revenue. This will be 
a good thing for you, Sir. What will you do with 
them to-day ? " " Oh, about ten o'clock, I shall 
take them in a gig to the custom house town that 
is seven miles from here. It will be a nice holy- 
day .'' " Tip, Sir; it is always ready money this 
side of the Channel; though, as you well know, 
it is not so on the other side; for they on the 
French side have been known to give credit for 
one cargo under another, and sometimes two car- 
goes. Thank you, Mr. Exciseman; I hope you 
are as well satisfied with this morning's work as I 
am. Good morning.'' 

P — goes to the butcher and says, "friend 
butcher, I have a particular favour to ask of you ; 
and that is to sell me a cart load of your vetches, 
this morning." " To be sure I will; or sell a load 
to any one else." He then said, " I will tell you 
what I want you to do; drive me down, and then 
drive the vetches to my little yard; for so doing, 
you shall have a keg of brandy. Is it a bargain, 
butcher?" " Why, P — , there is my hand on it." 
He was then told the whole of the morning's 
work. Shortly after, the exciseman went off with 
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the three taba« The two fiiends drore down to 
the field, took the other seven and a few vetchear^ 
and safely completed their task. 

One morning, Mr. P — sat on the beach, watch- 
ing a tub floating about. At length he took off hia 
shoes and stockings, brought the tub on. shore and 
buried it in the shingle, when along came his old 
acquaintance, the exciseman. '* How do you do> 
Mr. P— ? Waiting for another job ? " '' How 
do you do. Sir? I should like to have just such 
another job. Have you seen any in your walk ? '' 
" No; I am going to the other village beyond the 
mill.'' '^ Oh, Sir, if you want my assistance, hold 
up your hat ; I will keep my eye upon you, and 
will soon be there.'' " I will keep my eye to sea- 
ward, never fear." There being no signal given, 
the instant he had turned a comer, P — took up 
the tub, put it in a bag and left the shore with his 
prize. After this, P — was caught and fined. 
Being one evening a little elated, he was foolish 
enough to boast of how he had done the excise- 
man j and he afterwards fancied that it was 
through him that he got fined. 

A fisherman fell in with forty tubs, about half 
a mile from the shore. He was almost inclined 
to let them remain there. At length, he took 
them into the boat. It was in the aftemocm. of a 
beautiful summer's day. He made the beach in 
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a small cove; not a person to be seen^ except a 
preventive man sitting down on the cliffy a third 
of a mile off. He went on to the beach, which 
was out of sight of the sitting man, left the boat, 
and fell in with a lad of sixteen years of age. They 
got another man and took the tubs from the little 
boat, and put them into a larger one that lay high 
and dry; they then covered them over with an old 
sail, put an oar or two across it, and left them to 
take their chance. There they laid for some 
hours. Two preventive men passed within twenty 
yards, and fifty other people. No one went near 
the boat. 

They had almost spoilt their plan by their eager- 
ness in drinking. Having taken a tub into a 
house, a gimlet was soon inserted, some spirits 
drawn off, and Captain Grog was soon afloat. 
The lad, about six in the evening, came into the 
house where I was lodging at that time ; he threw 
himself into a chair for an instant, jumped up 
again, and went into the stable, from which place 
he never moved a step for some hours. Had he 
fSEoled in reaching this friend's <house, no doubt he 
would have discovered the whole of their proceed- 
ings to strangers. 

As the night drew on, the gang began to assem- 

ble j they came different ways by twoes and threes 

at a time. Where is the first halt to be made? 

o 
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In a gentleinan^s garden; to enter by a private 
side door^ they haying obtained the key of scmie 
one^ the gentleman being away with his family. 

They had a watch set, and in a little time 
were informed that it was all dear^ and away thqr 
went to the boat. The sail had been taken away^ 
and all the preparations made that conld be done. 
In two minutes^ all had their loads fiedrly monnted^ 
their number being nearly twenty men. They 
went up a lane^ and^ now came the tug^ into 
the public road^ and then through the private en- 
trance of the garden. After waiting a short timci 
" oS" was said. The four score yards of the road 
were nimbly passed^ the door was shut^ and they 
were aU as safe as the bank. At the upper side 
of the garden another gate opened into a retired 
road^ and through this most of them went^ then 
up such a breakneck passage^ with two tubs on 
their shoulders^ right in the face of a diff . Firsts 
you had to mount a score of broken steps^ then 
a turn up a steep path^ a few more steps, and then, 
after rubbing their knees and shins that had been 
knocked about in the ascent, came out on the top 
of this beautifully romantic diff. I have known 
people turn back and give up the task of ascending 
in the day. A tub had been left in the garden 
to pay for the toll, and all the rest were safely 
housed. 
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At a Tillage not &r from the sea^ resided an old 
couple^ who had saved a little cash for a rainy day. 
They had two girls and a son. The son was a 
carpenter by trade^ and his name was John. In 
the summer he had a boat^ in which he used to 
take out parties for pleasure. The person who 
assisted him with the boat was a fisherman^ and 
was known by the name of Charles. Emma and 
Jane were the names of the girls. They were both 
good looking. Emma and Charles kept com- 
pany. Jane was a lively, giddy, good-hearted 
person; her sister was more steady. She was 
twenty-four years of age, John was nearly two 
years younger, and the same may be said of Jane, 
who was just turned twenty. 

On one Sunday evening, they were assembled 
round the table. The old man had just shut up 
his bible. '^ You were all at church this after- 
noon, I hope ?" " Yes, dear Father. Why do 
you ask?" ^^Why, Emma, I could not help 
thinking that I saw your sister Jane walking up 
and down with Frank, the coast guard man, for 
half an hour before it was time to come out of 
church.'^ Jane said, " dear dad, you should have 
said you saw a bonnet and shawl like mine; but 
as for any other thing that the party had like me, 
you must be very much deceived. In the first 
place, I am taller, better looking, and have a — .'' 
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''There, hold your tongae, and don't brag so/' 
" Now, mother, you say it was cousin Fanny Pell 
who could not go to church this afternoon/' 
" There, my dear children, do not be so foolish to 
talk of such folly, forgetting all you heard at church 
as well as what your Father read just now." 

'' Why, John, what do you look at the door so 
for? Do you expect to see any one come here to- 
night? Come, come, girls; lay the cloth and let 
us haye a bit of supper." " Father, say grace. 
What will you have, Charles? Help yourself to 
vegetables. Johnny, what will you have ?" John^ 
on looking at his mother, saw a pretty looking 
girl, who had come in at the back door in a 
quiet sort of way, and had reached the back of his 
mother's chair without being perceived till this 
question was asked, said " Fanny." The dear old 
soul laughed, and said, " 1 dare to say you will 
one day." 

The newcomer put her hands before her aunfs 
eyes, and said, ''Who is it?" On the answer 
being made right by her saying "Fanny," the 
hands were instantly withdrawn. " You are just 
in time for what we have. There, Fan, if you had 
not come, John would not have eaten anything. 
Now I have found out why he looked at the door 
so. Jane, do look and see that those courting 
couples have something to eat; they cannot live 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OP THB SOUTHERN COAST. 197 

upon love/' '^ Oh, uncle, what a shame. I am 
sure John and me have ate/' " Yes, enough to 
feed a sparrow/' '' Father, you leave them to me; 
I shall make them in good order, if I have to look 
after them long." 

^' Father, I am going home with Fanny. You 
will be gone to bed before I return. If you should 
be awake to-morrow morning about half-past four 
o'clock, give me a call." '^ Yes, to be sure, lad." 

" Charley, those two gents say they will go with 
us to-morrow, and help cast our net ; so you will 
be ready. They will be sure to be there at five. 
Gt)d bless you all. Qood night." 

While Fanny was walking home, she said, ''John, 
I don't half like those two gentlemen. Who are 
they? It is such a strange thing. Think what 
your poor mother would say, if any serious 
harm should happen to you. What do you 
know of them? They tell you that they come 
from Oxford, and have a wish to go over to Bar- 
fluer on a smuggling trip, so that they may boast 
to their companions that they have been smugglers 
in their time. Dear John, only think of the 
anxiety I shall be in all the time you are away." 

" Dear Fanny, you know what a wish I have to 
go over to France once, and I don't think there 
will be any great harm in doing so; only father 
has such a great dread of smuggling, and says it 
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is the ruin of manjr^ who would be of industrious 
habits if they had not taken up with that way of 
Uving. Oh, when does your brother-in-law haye 
his harrest supper?*' "Not yet j it will depend 
on the weather/' 

Next morning, our boatmen with the two young 
men, went off at the time agreed on. They had 
made two or three good hauls and were about re- 
turning, when one said, " John, have you made up 
your mind to what we spoke about on Saturday?'' 
''Yes, Sir, I have; and will go with you with 
heart and hand. Charley and I have talked it 
over, and he will tell you what it was." Charley 
said, ''I have settled with John so &r as this, if 
the gentlemen approve of it. You see, it will be 
necessary to have one here, so that he may get 
everything ready to move the things when the boat 
comes back; and as I have an uncle that under- 
stands the manner of going about getting the 
men, John is to go, and take Dick A — with the 
boat; he is an old hand at this sort of fim, and a 
good sort of fellow. He is well acquainted with 
the French coast and the way of buying over 
there; likewise a stanch honest fellow, game to 
the back-bone, and I am very much mistaken if 
you donH find &iend John a game one too. Now, 
gentlemen, excuse me; you are strangers to us, 
and it is little we know of you; consider if you 
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lia)ire any mis^yingB in your nundB^ dr any waver- 
ing; now is the time to say ao, and there will be 
no harm done. If you rtill keep to whatyou said^ 
let us shake hands all rounds and say we will stand 
by one another throngh thiek and thin/' 

''You are a couple of good fdlows, and there is 
our hands. We will stand by you through thick 
and thin, aa you say. Believe me^ neither of you 
shall ever have cause to regret the confidence you 
have placed in u& There, now we are hail fdlows 
well met. Ton both know Mr. Buyway, a g^oLtle- 
man who lives near this place when at home, and 
a cricketer/' "What, Mr. Harry ? To be sure 
we do» He is as nice a gentleman as we have in 
this county/' ** Well, we had a letter from him 
yesterday; in it he says, we may dep^id upon you 
two, and bid us tell you he hoped to have a game 
(tf cricket here before the season is over. Now" we 
are pretty well home, and I think I should like a 
broiled fish for breakfiist. We diall see you this 
evening, and if you hear anything, you can let 
us know." 

In the course of the next day, there ^as a jolly 
sailor looking man running across some fields at a 
smart pace. There was our friend Jane a little 
ahead, looking as if die was in a hurry to reach 
home, whidi was nearly a mile off. Fortunatdy 
for the running man, a small gravel stone, or 
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something of that sort^ got into her shoe^ which gave 
him time to come up with her before she started 
again. " How do you do, Jane, to-day? What 
a hurry you are in. What a run I have had. I 
should not have known you had been to our vil- 
lage, if it had not been for Charley. I owe him 
one for telling me. Dear me, how pretty you look 
in that new bonnet. How I should like to have 
a — . There, let me carry your parcel.*' 

" I can tell you, Mr. Frank, I think you make 
too sure; a sort of skinning the rabbit before you 
catch him. Pray, what is it to you how I look? 
I will be bound to say, you run on in that way to 
every poor girl that will listen to you. As for Mr. 
Charles, I will give him one when I see him, for 
I told him if he saw you, to be sure not to say I 
was there, for I knew you would be running after 
me, and what for I cannot imagine; besides, I ex- 
pected to have seen Ned the butcher, and he would 
have given me a ride in his cart. What do you 
say? Did I hear you swear at a friend of mine ? 
Give me that parcel; a pretty thing indeed.'* 

'^No, Jane, I did — I did not swear; no, all I 
did say was, blam Ned the butcher and his cart 
too. Yes, that was it.** " Frank, last Sunday you 
saw my cousin Fanny. Did she say anything to 
you that they were likely to have a fiddle at their 
harvest supper ?** *^ No, she did not say anything 



y Google 



OF THB SOUTHBBN COAST. 201 

about a dance. She said^ if she could let me know 
when they had a few friends up there, she would/' 

'^ I suppose you wiU turn off here, as that is the 
nearest way to the beach/' "No; I do not go on 
duty till twelve o'clock to-night. Your good 
mother has asked me to come and take a cup of 
tea at your house a great many times, and to-day, 
if you have no objection, I shall do so/' 

" Oh, there, Mr. Frank, it will not make any 
difference to me; you can please yourself. '* 
" Thank you, Jane/' 

Just as they arrived at the green covered porch, 
Jane took the parcel from Frank's arms; and if 
the truth must be told, Janets cheek came so close 
to Frank that he kissed her twice; and she, poor 
girl, was afraid of frightening her mother if she 
screamed, shook her head at him, and went inside, 
saying, "thank you. Sir; you are very kind to 
bring my parcel so far out of your road." 

" How do you do, Mr. Frank? Come in. I 
hope you will have a cup of tea with us to-day," 
was the salutation of Jane's mother, as soon as she 
heard his voice. They had tea, and Emma was 
told that Charles would be there in the evening. 
On their journey home, Frank said, "there' is to 
be a bit of a hop at the little farm when they have 
the harvest home. I should like above all things 
to be asked to come up and make one of the party. 
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I BBj, Charley, I think you can manage to haye it 
when it is my night to be on duty below. I could 
just ran down and haye a peep and be back again 
in qidck sticks/' A little further on th^ parted. 

The next day, John and the two gentlemen met 
and had a long talk about their intended trip, 
Dick being admitted to their consultation. 

Charley informed them of what Frank had said 
about the dance. They all thought it would be a 
good time to run the goods on that night, if they 
could find out when it was to be, so that they 
might be off and have time to be back. John said, 
'' I will tell you what I think had best be done. 
Charles and I will go up there this eyening, and 
we will find out all about it. You gentlemen wiU 
giye out that you want the boat to take a trip to 
the westward, and Charles mpst say that he can 
not be spared away firom his fishing/' They de- 
termined to act as had been proposed. 

On their going to the little ftrm, Mr. Roch 
said he did not think it was decided what would 
be done on his finishing harvest. It would make 
people laugh to hear that he, with his little form, 
had a supper after harvest. Though he had given 
a sort of promise to his wife, that if she and Eanny 
should like to have a hop, they might please them- 
selves. But the best thing that they could do, 
would be to ask them about it. 
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When they saw Mrs. Boch and Fanny^ they 
were told that they might be certain they should 
have a little dance^ and wished John to see and 
speak to a fiddler. '' It was a shame of Roch to 
say it was not decided. There was Fanny and 
herself working hard and doing three people's 
work ; up early and late^ one of them bakings the 
other milking. Then they made butter three 
times last week ; got all the food ready for the 
men in the fields^ and had only a little girl extra, 
to help. What do you think of that, Fanny ? '* 
''A shame, I should think it was a shame. ^ 
''Besides, we did all the washing at home. 
There, I have no patience. Now, did not Roch 
even say that he would commence the dance with 
you, and have the 'College Hornpipe ;' that was to 
be the first; and I was — ^he set it out himself, that 
he did — ^to have the second call, and that should 
be, 'Haste to the Wedding.' Here he comes. You 
good-for-nothing Joseph, you, to want to be off 
what you said about the dance, and say it was not 
decided.^' " Well, I do not think it was down- 
right settled, was it Fan?'' "Well, now, since 
you have asked me, I will tell you what was said. 
You came in one evening, and said, ' Well, I must 
say, you two girls are woiting like good ones, 
like four-year olds, no whip wanted. There, I 
know you are both fond of a hop, you shall have 
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one when we have done harvest/ *' *' Fanny, do 
not forget to ask him/' '^ What was the name of 
the first dance, Joe? Now, I will tell you why he 
himself choose that dance, it was the first one 
we ever had together, hey, Joey, lad/' "There, 
there, girls, you shall do as you like ; you are too 
much for me; though I think you are right/' 
''There, now, I am proud of my Joseph, as I 
ought to be; and now let us settle on the time. 
Shall we say Tuesday week or Thursday week ; 
I think that will do very well. Wednesday is 
market day, so we cannot have it then. We have 
two hams left. Fan, we will keep back the big 
one for that night, have a couple of those large 
fowls, and tell the butcher to save us a fillet of 
veal from one of those two fat calves that are in 
the pens, and we shall do very well. Now, we 
shall expect to see you, all our cousins, and Jane's 
young man, if he is a decent sort of a man." 
''Well, I do not like the coast guard people gene- 
rally, though I must say, Frank is a man who will 
make my sister Jane a good husband, and so I 
told the old folks at home. Come, Charley, let us 
say good night, we must be up with the lark to- 
morrow. Fanny, come here just a minute. The 
girls sent this for me to give you, there's a little 
note inside. Will you tell all about it ? " "John, 
John ; why, where are you got to; there is Charley, 
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who has been waiting at the meadow gate this 
quarter of an hour/^ " Good night, Mrs. Roch, 
once more.'' " John, I think you had better start 
as soon as you can. You might have to stop longer 
over there than what you may expect. Let us get 
everything ready to-morrow and you can go off 
with the morning tide. There is one favourable 
circumstance, that if the wind should fail, every 
one of your crew can pull a good oar, for very 
seldom do you find two such landsmen.'' 

At the departure of the boat, all had been de- 
termined on for their landing, coming on shore, or 
sinking the crop. The boat had two masts, that is, if 
we could call the small spar set up at the stern, one. 
She was considered a fast boat, had won a prize, 
and had a man (Dick) steering, who knew what he 
was about. " Not much wind at present^ though 
I think we shall have it presently. Now, gentle- 
men, we have one thing to do, and that is to choose 
a captain from among us." '' Oh, you, Dick, will 
do for that." ^' Steady, Sir; I have one berth all- 
ready and it will not do to have too many. I am 
pilot, that is enough. We want a person to think 
for the crew. Now, look here; there are three 
ends to some yarns ; you each draw, the longest 
one is commander." *' Now, Adams, what do you 
say? Your luck will be sure to give you the cap- 
taincy, I'll lay." *' What is to be the bet ? " ''A 
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box of cigars/' " Done/' " John, you draw first^ 
then Bond/' ''That is mine^ I have won the 
cigars/' *' Captain Bond^ we will drink your 
health at Barfleur^ we hope^ to-night/' ''How 
fiur do you call it, pilot ? " " Near upon thirty 
leagues from where we started, to Barfleur. 
Heave off that sheet. Who is steward ? I am in 
want of seven bells, for my locker is quite empty. 
Who is for breakfast? Captain Bond, give the 
word/' " Make it so, breakfast/' " Pilot, what is 
that land we see away on the north-west ? " " Oh, 
that is the back of the Wight." " Adams, that is 
a splendid ship coming down channel." " Yes, 
though I do not think she is so fsust as that schoo- 
ner." " Pilot, how fiEir are they to the east of us?" 
"I don't know, may be three or four miles." 
" Schooner against ship for another box of cigars." 
"Done." "Done." " Hold on good ship. Kthe 
wind holds on, the ship will have it." "The 
schooner lays on well. What a beautiful scene. 
I do not think I ever ate such a hearty breakfast 
before. I never enjoyed one better." 

"What may that be, away in the north-east?" 
" Give the captain the glass, and let him take a 
look. What do you make her out to be?" "A 
fore and aft vessel; very much like a tartar; 
though some of those Isle of Wight pilot boats are 
so large now-a-days^ that it is hard to tell them 
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firom a levenue eruiser; but I think now it is a 
friend and no cruiser." "Now, gentlemen, for 
the race. In three minutes thej will be past our 
stem. Hoora for the little one; bravo big one. 
Good speed to the ship. Dick, look out from the 
stem to the far distant land and see which crosses 
the line first. The little one, hey. It looks as if 
they knew we had a bet. It is a beautiful sight. 
How is it now, Dick?" "The ship in Capt. 
Sondes favour by a piece. The ship^s stem was 
midship with the sdiooner when they passed." ^T. 
have fidrly lost." '^ow, captain, look out for the 
coast; if this breeze holds on, we shall see it in an 
hour, imless it becomes foggy, and there is no ap« 
pearance of that. We shall have four or five hours 
more before we may expect to see port. What 
shall we do ? Dick, tell us of some of your trips. 
Spin a yam, my hearty, and I will come out with 
number two, Adams three, and Jack four." 

"Before I begin, gentlemen, look round and 
you will see a complete circle; I mean the edge 
of the horizon. I hardly know how to b^n with 
the captain's orders, for one trip is so like another. 
Avast, I have it. Four men, in a smart little 
craft, left for the very place we are bound to. We 
did very weU till we arrived about the middle 
of the channel. We had just lost sight of land, 
when we saw a barking tartar. We ran with every 
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stitch of canvass set^ and b^an tohave the best of 
it^ when the wind suddenly dropped^ and in a very 
little time we lay completely becalmed. The crui- 
ser was full two miles firom us^ and soon we saw 
a boat let down with six hands in her. What shall 
we do? Lay here and be taken like rats in a 
bam ? We had better take to our boat and have 
a pull for it. Here they come. Ah, but here is a 
cat's paw coming. Whistle, lads, whistle; here 
they are within two hundred yards of us. The 
cruiser feels the breeze, and so do we ; it is coming 
on pretty stiflF. How they pull. 'Ship a-hoy/ 
'HoUoo.' 'Haul down your mainsail.* 'What 
for ?' On that, they caught hold of the top of the 
bulwark with a boat hook. Jim, a fine young 
man, ran to the side with an axe, and just as we 
had the breeze, he cut the rail ofif, and we began 
to go ahead. 

" ' If you do not lay to, we will fire.' We had 
left the boat some ten or twelve yards astern, 
when bang, bang, came five or six discharges in 
rapid succession. I was at the helm, when our 
captain, the owner of the vessel, cried out, ' Dick, 
shall I take a spell?' 'No, no,' I said, 'lam 
afraid Jim is hit, go to him.' He was seen sitting 
on the deck, with his back against the rail, next 
to the one he had cut off, with the axe in his right 
hand and the left upon his breast. Williams was 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF TJSB SGUNOBK 00A8T. 20^ 

kneding hj his flicb, opening bis waisteoat. "Hie 
captain ran towards him^ exclaiming^ ^ good God, 
my poor feUow, this is bad/ With that, he did 
all he could to stanch the wound. 

"I, as well as the other two, was so mudi taken 
up looking at poor Jim, that the cruiser^s boat was 
quite forgotten. On looking astern, they were 
full a hundred yards behind. I should think they 
fired as many as twenty times at us. Williams 
said he thought that it was the second shot that 
hit him. We found a number of marks on the 
vessePs side, plainly showing us what they would 
have done if they could. 

''The cruiser had not gained on us in the least ; 
although she was on the same course. They never 
had a chance of coming up with us, but were left 
further astern every minute. On our nearing the 
French coast, the cruiser put about on another 
tack, well knowing that they diure not touch us 
there. By the time we had made the land, it was 
dark, and thankful enough were we all at seeing 
the revolving light. We soon cast anchor and had 
a doctor on board, who, the instant he saw Jim, 
shook his head and said he could do him no good, 
and that he would be soon dead. Poor fellow, he 
died before morning; we buried him in a very de- 
cent manner. The only words he spoke alter being 
hit, were 'may the Lord have mercy upon me.' 
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" Jack, we will go and have a look at his grave. 
When we returned home, we told them he had 
been drowned, and his father and mother never 
knew to the contrary. He, poor fellow, at that 
time, hailed from Portsmouth, though not a native 
of the town. It seemed, after the death of poor 
Jim, as if we had had enough of bad luck, for on 
our run home everything told well. Nothing was 
in the way, and we ran the crop on the first 
attempt.'^ 

"Thank you, Dick; it is a very interesting tale. 
I hope mine may be as well approved of. Now, 
Purser Adams, what do you say to our splicing the 
main brace ?^^ "We all agree to that, without 
mutiny.^' 

" Make ready, load your pipes and smoke sharp. 
A relation of mine was a midshipman on board of 
a sloop of war. They had been cruising in the 
English Channel for some weeks, and a miserably 
dull time they had of it. Towards the latter end 
of March, t!ie wind appeared tired of the equinox 
that they had had for the last two weeks, and was 
blowing softly, the moon being in her first quarter. 
The commander was on deck talking to the officer 
of the watch, and on his going below, he asked my 
relation to go with him and have a glass of some- 
thing hot. While below, the captain remarked, 
' surely there is some one hailing us/ with that, 
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they were soon on deck. Two of the men, with 
their hands to their ears, were trjring to catch a 
sound. 'What is it, lads? Can you make it 
out?' said the captain. 'There away, a sound 
seemed to come from,' They all devoted their 
attention to a dark spot a little to windward. 
After straining their eyes for a time and listening 
with great anxiety, they were rewarded by hearing 
in a very faint voice, 'Ship a-hoy. Ship a-hoy/ 
They then soon perceived a large boat full of 
people. The ship, which had been laying to for 
some minutes, was soon reached. On their coming 
alongside, they stated that they had left port, 
bound to the Mediterranean, a fortnight ago; that 
in crossing the Bay of Biscay they had some dread- 
fully rough weather, sprung a leak, and had been 
obliged to make every man take his turn at the 
pumps; but even with that the water gained on 
them, and at last she became waterlogged. They 
managed to save many things from her, having 
had plenty of time to take them out. They had 
left her three days ago, in the jolly boat, and were 
steiering for Plymouth, when they paw the ship. 
Preparations were soon made to take them on 
board, and all had reached the deck with the ex- 
ception of two persons. One of these, a boy of 
fourteen, had a rope given him to haul him up by, 
when the poor little fellow, by being exposed to the 
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cold^ his hands had becoitte quite benumbed^ let 
go the rope^ and fell between the vessel and the 
boat into the sea. Our Mend the midshipman^ 
who had been bnsiljr engaged in helping up the 
rescued crew^ took off his coat^ and was soon in the 
water after him^ and succeeded in getting hold of 
the little fellow and holding him up until a boat 
came and took them both in. He^ of course, felt 
surprised on being informed that the supposed 
cabin boy was the son of the merchant, who was 
the owner of the waterlogged vessel, and that the 
captain was his uncle. The boy had always had a 
desire to go to sea, and his friends thought that 
it would be a good opportunity to send him with 
his uncle to the Mediterranean. The boy's father 
had a house at Plymouth^ and was a very highly 
respected merchant. 

'^ Capt. A — found that his extra hands were 
very anxious to arrive at Plymouth, so he ran into 
the Sound and landed them. He sent word that 
he would stand off for the night, and run in next 
day for some fresh provisions. On his so doing, 
he had a letter from his little friend and one from 
the boy's father, thanking him for his great kind" 
ness; at the same time asking him if he would 
permit the middy to come on shore. The captain 
very kindly said 'you may go, but you must hold 
yourself in readiness to come off at a minute's 
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notiea/ Awaj wmt the midshipman in high glee. 
A pem)n wiu waiting to show him the house; on 
bifl amnng there^ he met the captain of the un- 
fortunate yesael^ and was bjr him introduced to a 
good looking gentlemanly person^ who shook hii 
hand again and agiun. 

^^In a short time th^ started for home; a carr 
riage took them a short way, and then stopped 
brfore a nice looking house, l^e door was open, 
and there stood our little boy waiting, who on 
fedng the middy, cried out/ here he is' in so loud 
a Toice as to make the whole place ring again. 
He took him by the hand, led him up a flight of 
broad steps into a large room, in which were a 
number of well dressed ladies. ' Mother, here he 
is,' cried out the boy. ' My brave young gentle- 
man, may God bless you/ said the lady. 

''The middy was afraid that he was going to 
make a milk-sop of himsdf, when two young 
ladies, sisters of the boy, came iq> and kissed 
him a dozen times! He thought at first that 
he was the most shamefully treated middy in the 
senricp, but he altered his mind, and kissed them 
both heartily, as well as ey»y lady in the room, 
and I am not aure that they did not kiss him in 
return. The ten days he spent there, was almost 
enough to apoil a young man; for, if the truth 
must be told, he was not eighteen years of age, and 
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felt a little prond to be called a man. When the 
sloop did come^ he took a most affectioDate fare- 
well of them all. He found in the boat that took 
him off^ a eonple of cases directed to himself on 
board of his ship. They were found to contain 
nautical instruments of the very best description, 
with a most kind note, begging his acceptance of 
the instruments, hoping they would sometimes put 
him in mind of those to whom he had rendered 
such truly valuable service.'' 

" Captain Bond, we thank you for your pleasing 
narration, and we begin to think it is time to have 
a slice off that round of beef, and the other little 
nicknacks that the steward has stowed away in 
No. 2 hamper.'' 

The favourable wind had done them a double 
seivice ; it had sent them on their voyage famously, 
and had also given an appetite to the whole of the 
crew. Our landsmen had a laugh at the disap- 
pearance of the cold meat. ^^ Thank you for the 
loaf." ^^ I will thank you to pass the mug this 
way." These, and other requests, were the order 
of the day. After making a good meal, and 
drinking a due proportion of bottled ale, the cap- 
tain said, " now, Mr. Purser, for a tale from you." 
'^ Noble captain, you shall be obeyed instanter. 
Pass the light this way. Are you all ready to 
hear my story?" 
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'^ In a retired part of Sussex^ a gentleman had 
a large house^ rather old fashioned^ with a beauti- 
fid and extensive garden^ and a few acres of mea- 
dow land. A very good farm^ belonging to the 
same owner, joined. The gentleman^s wife being 
in very delicate health, her medical adviser recom- 
mended that she should be taken to the South of 
France or Italy for a time. 

^^ On leaving, the house, garden and meadows 
were committed to the charge of a decent sort of 
man, who was the gardener, of the name of Sport. 
The gentleman's name was Parker, who on leaving, 
told Sport to make the best he could of the garden 
and meadows; but to be sure and keep the garden 
in good order, for he could not tell how long he 
should be away; and he was to dispose of the fruit 
and vegetables for his own advantage. ' I will be 
sure to do the best I can with the garden. Sir ; 
and I will sell the hay and pay the money to Far- 
mer Matthew, and he can take or send it to your 
lawyer.' 

" Mi\ Parker's stay on the continent was of a 
longer duration than he imagined. He, on finding 
Mrs. Parker's health improve, took a house for five 
years in the South of France, and sent word to 
Mr. Ford, the lawyer, to let the house and pre- 
mises. Mr. Ford had been at the same college 
with Mr. Parker, and they had been, and were 
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stilly on tlie most friendly terms. Mr. Ford sent 
down instrnctionfl to Sport to have pkcards pot 
up^ with nolice tiiat the house and grounds were 
to be let tar tme, two or five years. After a time, 
a person took the house for one year. 

^^The &mily which came, took a great fancy to 
the honsCj or ' Stockwood/ whidi was the name of 
the house. They had been there nearly three 
monfiis, when the family went away tor a short 
time. On Hieir return, iHiB gentleman was much 
surprised on his lady infiKraaing him that the two 
women servants, who had been left to take care of 
the house, bad been to her that mOTiiing and given 
her notice, as they intended to leave their sitnar 
tions. She had talked to them, but could not find 
out the cause. The gentleman said, 'perhaps 
Ihey have an i^ba of marrying; if so, that would 
account for it.' 

'^ In a week from the return, the lady s^oke 
once more to her husband, and said, 'th^e is 
something that I cannot find out. All the other 
female servants have given notice to leave.' The 
gentleman aaid he thoi:^ht the best way would be 
to have them all togeth^, and tiien ask what was 
the reason of their all leaving his house. On being 
assembled, their master said, 'my good friends, 
your mistress has told me that you att wish to 
leave my service; as some at you have been wi^ 
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US tbree or four years^ periiaps jou will be so kind 
and my if there is any jmrtieultr reason for joun 
all leaving ns so suddenly/ 

" The Hemales looked at one another, and 
after a time, one said, 'Sir, the two servants 
yon left to take care of the house, when you 
went to the water's side, were frightened, one 
night, by hearing some footsteps in the gallery; 
and on the night after, they heard a most horrid 
noise tiiere, and did not go to bed till all the other 
servants came back with you, Sir. We tried to 
talk them oat of it, told them it was the wind and 
that it could not be anything else but their fancy. 
Well, Sir, it was only the night before last, when 
we were talking of faow strange it was, all of im 
being in the servant's hall except Thomas, who 
was in the parlour waiting upon you. AM at 
once there was such a noise heard in the chimney, 
and in a minute a large black bird, as big as a 
goose, flew from die fire-place, out of the door, 
and away Uirough the windows in the passage, that 
w^re open at the lime. Some hollowed, some 
went very nigh into fits, and all was in commo^ 
tion, when Thomas came into die hall with two 
pktes in his hand. 

" ' Mary ran and threw herself into lliomas's 
arms, knocking the two plates out of his hold; 
thffli Jenny, Uie cook, also went and direw h^rsdf 
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into Thomas's arms^ and all of ns did the same. 
Thomas kept on crying out, ''What is the matter? 
Gtet away. Leave me alone.'' With that, we be- 
gan to get over our fright, and we had all let go 
of him except Mary, who said, ''Thomas, keep 
that nasty black thing from coming here again, or 
I will never marry you." When just as she said 
these words, there was such a dreadful moaning at 
the window. Oh, Sir, it was very bad. Thomas 
caught up a light and ran and looked out, but 
it was of no use ; he could see nothing. Well, 
Sir, last night, when we had gone up stairs to 
bed, we all heard a clanking of iron, and then 
came that dreadful moaning noise again. There 
was not one of us closed our eyes all last night. 
So we talked it over in the hall this morning, and 
said we were very sorry to part from so good a 
mistress, for there was not one but had a cry over 
it, and that is the truth/ 

'^'Did Thomas hear the moaning noise last 
night ? ' ' No, Sir. He sleeps down stairs in the 
butler^s pantry, and he heard nothing.' Thomas 
was called, but he could only tell of what had 
been already stated. Sport was sent for, but he 
only made the case worse by saying that there 
was a story about somebody who had not had fair 
play, and it was said, that at times there were 
strange sights to be seen in the gallery. The 
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lady said ' Well^ I cannot blame the servants^ and 
I hope you, my dear husband^ will leave here this 
day^ for I should not like to sleep in the house 
again/ * Nor do I wish you to, my dear wife, or 
the females. FU let you all go to the water's side 
for a month. You can start to-day. Thomas and 
I will wait a day or two, and have everything 
packed and join you in a short time.' 

'^ After that, the house was left without a tenant 
for three years, when another party took it ; but 
they did not stay so long as the first tenant. 
The gentleman was frightened one night, by seeing 
something in the gallery, and he went to an Inn 
nearly two miles from Stockwood, and slept there; 
and could not be prevailed upon on any account 
to go back there again, even in the day time. 
He gave a strange tale, relating that he had occa* 
sion to go up stairs for some trifle that was in his 
bed room ; whilst looking it out, he heard a noise 
in the gallery, but thinking it was one of the ser- 
vants, he took no further notice of it. Having 
got what he wanted, and taking it in one hand 
and the small lamp in the other, he rang the bell 
for his man servant to come up and take an article 
down into the library. The servant came up the 
front or great staircase, and had just reached his 
master's door, when he cried out, ' Look, Sir ; 
look.' At the same time pointing to the end of 
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the gallery. On his master looking, there stood » 
figure that appeared as if it was a man in armouF^ 
and seemed to be surrounded by a blaze of light, 
and murmuring or mumbling what appeared to 
them to be, 'Away, away, from here/ It was 
gone in an instant. They got down stairs in the 
best manner they eould, not knowing whether 
they stood on their heads or their heels. It ap«> 
peared that that was the last tenant who had 
attempted to reside at Stockwood. 

^ Sport was often asked how he got on there. 
To whidi he would reply, ^ I am not at all afiraid* 
To be sure, my little house, although it joins the 
kitdien, stands some way from the disturbed part 
of the house. To my thinking, it is a rery strange 
afiair, and so it will be found if it ever comes to a 
discovery.' 

'^ 'Mr. Sport, have you a couple of good calves 
you can Id; me have?' ^Yes, Mr. Butcher, I 
have four to dispose of; two of them I wa^t to be 
taken away this weA, and the other two in a 
fortnight. Now, if you like, I can sell you half a 
score of nice young &t pigs.' ^ I will come over 
to-nunrrow, and take away die two calves, and 
then I will look at tiie pigs." 

^' On the butcher gmng with a cart the neit 
day, he was ad^ed in to have some refreshment. 
' Why, Mr. Sport> this is not a bad job for yen. 
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tlds haunted house ; for what with your cows and 
butter^ calves and pigs^ fruit and vegetables^ and 
no rent, you must be doing finely/ ' Well, Mr. 
Sutcher, I don't mind saying to you that I am 
doing pretty fairish; as for the ghost, he is the 
best friend I have, I am sure. Let us drink his 
health. Ah, ah. Well, butcher, about the half 
score of pigs; there, you shall have them a bar- 
gain, for they were fatted on the milk and other 
things up at the haunted house.' 

" A few months after the butcher's visit, Mr. 
Sport received a letter from the lawyer, Mr. Ford, 
stating that he would thank Mr. Sport to have one 
of the best bed rooms got ready by the latter end 
of August, as he intended to come down and have 
a week's partridge shooting on the estate; and he 
would thank Mr. Sport to provide for his eating as 
well as sleeping. He also mentioned, that being a 
plain sort of a person, he should like Sport to let 
him have his meals at the cottage with him, as it 
would not then be necessary to hire servants to 
Wait on him, for he only intended to stay six or 
seven days, or eight at the farthest. 

" ' Ah, six or seven days ! Grammon, Mr. Ford. 
I think a couple of hours in the bed room will be 
as long as you will stay.' 

"The letter that Mr. Ford had from his friend 
Parker, was as follows : 
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-^T>BAR Ford. — ^Both Mrs. Parker and myself 
long to see dear England once more. I recollect 
you used to be fond of shooting; if so now, go 
down to ' Stockwood' and have a fortnight's part- 
ridge shooting. Be so good as to lay the ghost, 
and send him to the Bed Sea, or anywhere else 
that may be agreeable to yourself. Wishing success 
to you, both with the birds and spirit, — ^I am, &c., 
R. Parker.^' 

'^ A few days after the note had been received, 
a gentleman, with a stout boy of sixteen years of 
age, came by the London coach, and alighted at 
the Inn, two miles from Stockwood. They 
brought two dogs with them; one a setter and the 
other a Newfoundland dog. * How far, and which 
is the way to Stockwood, landlord?' 'Two miles. 
Sir; and there is the road, over that stile which you 
see in front of the house.' ' Can my lad have a 
bed here to-night V ^ Yes, Sir ; and you too, if 
you \^ ant one.' ' I will thank you to get a bed 
ready for the lad; as for myself, I shall not want 
one here, as I am going to sleep at Stockwood.' 
' Indeed," Sir; then I should not be surprised if 
you did sleep here after all. You, perhaps, are 
not aware of what sort of a place you are going 
to. Have you heard that it is haunted ?' ' Oh^ 
yes, I have. Can you send a person to show me 
the road?' 'Yes, Sir; there is my oslder.' 
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** Mr. Ford then called George^ his lad^ and told 
him to tie up the setter in the stable^ and take 
Neptune, the other dog, with him. 

"On their walk, he asked many questions of the 
guide respecting the place thej were going to. 
'How do we reach the house this road, at the back 
or front ? ' ^ Oh, Sir, you will come to the front 
entrance by this road/ ' What sort of a person 
is Mr. Sport, the gardener P'^ 'He is a decent 
sort of man, and likes a drop as well as anybody. 
Here, Sir, is the house. There is a Uttle mead. 
Look, Sir, ain^t them pretty cows? Seven as 
handsome cows as you have seen to-day. Sir. It 
is no use to go in at the front gate ; you must go 
round the back of the garden.' ' Oh, we will try 
the front door first. George, this is the door. 
You understand me. You are to be here with 
Neptune at ten o'clock, and wait, if it is till past 
midnight.' 'Yes, Sir. It will be all right.' 
' Ostler, place my bag at the door. Here is a 
shilling for you; and now you can go back. I 
shall do very well.' 

" On Mr. Ford being left to himself, he had a 
look round, and then went to the back of the 
house, where he saw an excellent garden stocked 
with well loaded fruit trees. He walked about for 
some time making himself acquainted with the 
lociJity as well as could be done in a short time. 
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On his first coming away from the front of the 
hoiue^ he had heard some yoices^ so he now made 
away in that direction^ when he saw two men and 
a boy at work. On his being seen by them^ 
one^ who was a bnrly person^ came np to him and 
said^ 'May I be so bold as to ask who you are 
looking for ? ' ' Oh^ yes. I am looking for Sporty 
the gardener. I suppose you are the person?' 
*Yes, Sir. Are you Mr. Ford?' 'I am. You 
had my letter I wrote some time ago V ' Yes^ Sir. 
Will you come into the cottage?' 'Yes, after I 
have looked round the garden.' ' I thought, Mr. 
Ford, I should have had a note to say when you 
would be down, so that we might have had some- 
thing good enough for a gentleman to eat. As it 
is, we have not much to give you.' 'Oh, Sport, 
don't trouble yourself; I see, out in the yard, a 
number of poultry, and I have no doubt but that 
you have some home-cured ham or bacon. A few 
slices and some poached eggs will do very well. I 
see you have got some late peas. I am very fond 
of them. Besides, I am in no hurry ; say an hour 
from this time. Sport, tell your wife, or house- 
keeper, to have enough for two, as you must join 
me at dinner.' 

"Away went Sport, grumbling to himself, 'peas 
that I have been keeping for the grand dinner. 
No such peas anywhere like them. Wife, here 
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is Mr. Ford come. He is out in the garden/ 
* What sort of a person is he like ? * ' Why, he 
is a regular sharp one, I can see. He ordered 
this thing and that, just as if it all belonged to 
him. There^ he wants to have some ham and 
eggs. I think you had better boil one of those 
fowls that you have ready for market. Then he 
saw the late peas, and must have some of them. 
The only sensible thing he said, was to tell me to 
have enough cooked for two. But, there, I will 
pay him out for it in the great house to-night, I 
lay. Ah ! I think I see him shaking and shiver- 
ing. Drat him. Til pay him out.^ 

•^ On Sport joining Mr. Ford, that gentleman 
said, 'Oh, Sport, which is the way into the 
house ? ' ' This is thp way, Sir.^ ' Come, then, 
and let me have a look inside.' On their going 
into the entrance hall, Mr. Ford went to the front 
door, and^ with Sport's help, undid the fastenings* 
When the door was opened, they saw the bag* 
' Holloo,' said Sporty ' why, what be this ? ' ' Oh, 
my bag; if you wiU show me the bed room 
where I am to sleep, we i^ take it up there.' 
'Lor, Mr. Ford, 'beant you afraid of the ghost 
that is here?' 'No, Sport, I am not afraid; 
are you? ' 'Why, there. Sir, I be got used to it 
a bit. Oh, I dare say the ghost won't come the 
first night.' 'Well, all I can say, is that if his 

Q 
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gliostsldp wants me to seehim^ he must come soon 
after I have lain down^ or I shall not see him ; I 
sleep so soundly after travelling. Oh, this is a very 
nice room, the fire laid and all looking so comfort- 
able ; and this is the gallery. It is a large house, 
I sec. We will leave the front door open ; the 
air will do the house good.' 

'' Sport then conducted Mr. Ford to the cottage, 
where, in a snug comfortable room, was prepared 
a very nice spread, considering the time it was got 
ready in. Mrs. Sport had been a cook in a gentle- 
man^s &mily, and had not forgotten how things 
ought to be placed on a table. Due honour was 
paid to the viands as also to the spirits, but the 
home-brewed strong ale was the beverage. A 
pipe had been filled two or three times by each, 
when the gentleman began to pretend that he was 
sleepy. He yawned, stretched out his arms, and 
said, 'excuse me, Sport, if I should go to sleep for 
a short time.' 'All right, Sir.' Mr. Ford again 
folded his arms, and was about to compose him- 
self to sleep, when he exclaimed, 'dear me, I 
could not think what it was.' With that, he put 
his hand into the pocket of his coat and drew out 
a pistol, laid it down on the table, and said, 'you 
lie there my little fellow. That is the one. Sport, 
which will lay the ghost, if he comes.' ' Hey, hey. 
Sir, that will lay him, sure enough.' In about 
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ten mmutes, Mr. Ford appeared to be fast asleep. 
Sport coughed and tried in several ways to find 
out if he was really asleep. Having satisfied 
himself upon that pointy he took up the pistol, 
drew out the ramrod, and extracted the wad- 
ding and the ball from the pistol, which he 
then replaced on the table. Putting the ball into 
his waistcoat pocket, he drank off a glass of strong 
beer, and felt himself quite safe. 

'' When Mr. Ford roused himself up, he looked 
very carefully to his pistol, took the cap off and 
inspected the bore. He then made all things 
right, and the pistol was put away again into his 
pocket. He now began to talk of going to bed, 
but at the offering of Sport to go and show him 
the way, he declined, saying, he would not trouble 
him, as he should take a walk up and down in 
front of the house, and finish his pipe there. He 
would then shut the &ont door, and no doubt he 
should have a very comfortable night. 

" Mr. Ford, on going to the front door found, 
as he had expected, George and the well-trained 
Neptune waiting there. He gave the former all 
the instructions he thought necessary and then 
went into the house, banging the door and making 
a noise with the bolts and fastenings, without 
putting them to the purposes they were placed 
there for. George made a trial of the door, and 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



228 TALMB AKD BBOOLLBCTIOirS 

found that, although it was closed, he coald easily 
open it. The lawyer then went up stairs to his 
bed room, humming a song ; he stirred the fire, lit 
the other candle, and sat himself down yery 
quietly in an arm chair, with his room door wide 
open. He had not been seated long, before he 
heard a noise at the end of the gallery, and was 
pretty sure he also heard some cautious footsteps 
in the same place. Then came a clanking, as if 
some person had struck two pieces of metal 
together, and after that, a moan. He rose up, 
took the Ughts and went into the gallery, at the 
end of which there stood a man in armour, with 
a shield in one hand and a batoon in the other, or 
at least, something very much like one ; the end 
of which every instant emitted a flame of fire; 
and the figure also appeared to be surrounded by 
a bluish sort of light. 

" The ghost layer put down the candles, one on 
each side of the gallery, and walked up close to 
the figure, who immediately threw out his arms 
as if to make him go back ; at the same time 
muttering in a very dismal tone, 'away, away, 
from here.' Mr. Ford, in a very quiet manner, 
put his hand into the breast pocket of his coat, 
drew out his pistol, cocked it, and fired at him. 
The ghost shook his head and held up his left arm 
on which the shield was, and took the batoon in 
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the same hand ; holding out the pistol ball in his 
right hand so that it could be plainly seen^ as 
much as to say that he had caught it. 

"Mr. Ford cried out, 'dear me, I have missed 
the first shot; let me try the second/ On that, 
he very quickly took out another pistol and 
pointed it at the ghost; who, the instant he saw 
the second pistol, cried out with much rehemence, 
^ Oh, for God^s sake, don^t shoot I, Sir. Don^t 
shoot. In pity, don^t shoot. I be only the gar- 
dener, Sport, Sir.^ By this time there was another 
added to the party; it was Neptune, who had 
broken away from George, ran past his master, and 
taken hold of his ghostship. By the time George 
came up, he had given Sport such a shaking, that 
part of his armour had fallen off. Mr. Ford was 
laughing so heartily that he had not power to tell 
the dog to come away. Neptune having shaken 
the ghost out of his helmet or steel cap, at last 
seized hold of his neckerchief, and there held him. 
He cried ' murder, murder,' a great many times, 
and begged and beseeched of Mr. Ford to take 
the dog away, and then he would confess all his 
wickedness. Yes, that he would. 

'"What was that you put down the chimney in 
the servants' hall V ' A raven, Sir.' ' What was 
that you made such a noise with when you 
frightened the female servants ? ' 'A large cow's 
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horn. Oh^ Mr. Ford, do take the dog away, and 
I will tell you all about it, from first to last. You 
may depend upon it.* Neptune, upon being 
spoken to, let go his hold and stood by the side of 
his master, ready at a word to resume the attack, 
if required to do so. 

" ' One day. Sir, after Mr. Parker left, I found 
a sort of lumber loft, in which there was a lot of 
old armour ; and in searching about, I discoyered 
a door that had been shut up for a length of time, 
and which opened from the loft into the end of 
the gallery. Soon after that. Sir, I went to Lon- 
don, where I saw a play with a ghost in it, and 
that put me up to act the ghost here. I soon 
found out what it was that made such a bluish 
sort of light, bought some, and brought it with 
me.* ^ How did you get into the loft from your 
cottage?* ' I had a small door made leading from 
my bed room into the loft. I told the carpenter, it 
was the place inwhichlshould keep my winter fruit. 
And now, Sir, pray forgive me. I am very sorry 
for my wickedness, and will do anything you 
desire.* Mr. Ford told him to go to bed, and he 
would do the same. George went into the cottage 
to sleep, and Neptune took up his berth on the 
hearth rug before the fire place. ' What is the 
matter, Neptune ? Oh, thirsty is he. Then you 
shall have some nice cold water^ my noble dog.* 
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Indeed^ the poor fellow was thirsty from his tussel 
with the man of herbs. 

" In the mornings after Mr. Ford had taken his 
breakfast. Sport went to him in a very contrite 
manner, and begged that he would not be too hard 
upon him. Mr. Ford said he should send every 
particular to Mr. Parker, and that he (Sport) had 
best not say anything relative to last night's affray. 
He also told him to go to a doctor and have all 
his wounds attended to, and tell him what- 
ever he thought proper; there would be no one 
to gainsay it. He might rely on Greorge not 
saying a word; so, if he chose, he could wait until 
Mr. Parker came home, and then hear what he 
thought about it. 

" ' Now, George, for the partridges. This is 
the way to the farm. How was it you cama to 
let go of Neptune last night ? You was to have 
come with him in a leash.' ' Oh, Sir, after you 
left us, we stood with the door a very little way 
open, and when you fired, he was ready in an 
instant. In we came, Neptune pulling like a 
horse, and just as we had got to the foot of the 
stairs, he gave such a spring up three or four 
stairs at once, that he threw me down, and got 
loose. When I came up, he had hold of the man ; 
and did he not shake him ? ' ' Well, we are to say 
nothing about it until Mr. Parker comes home. 
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Bat this I can tell you ; J think yon behayed 
yery well and showed yourself a lad of courage;, 
and I shall make you a handsome present. So 
here we are^ and there is Don and the ostler with 
the gun casa' 

'* When Mr. Parker came home^ he had a long 
talk with Sporty who^ after a time, said it was the 
intention of himself and wife to go to America^ 
as his wife had a sister there and they wished to 
be together. His nephew, Edward, who had 
worked in the garden for twelye years, had been 
corresponding with Hannah, Mrs. Parker's maid, 
oyer since she had been in France with them ; and 
if Mr. Parker would only let Edward be gardei^r 
and giye him permission to marry Hannah, he 
would leaye them all his furniture. ' I think you 
cannot do anything better. Sport, than what you 
haye just offered,' said Mr. Parker. ' Now, answer 
me one question truthfully, and then I will tell 
you about Edward being head gardener here. 
Did your nephew eyer know of your ghostly 
freaks ? ' ^ No, Sir. As I am a sinner, there is 
no one but my wife who eyer knew anything 
about it; and she, poor soul, used to pray of me 
not to do it.' ^ Then, Sport, go and send Edward 
here, and come in with him yourself.' 

" Mr. Parker then called his wife, toW her in a 
few words what he was about to do, and beggodof 
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her to have Hannah present. On their meeting, 
Mr. Parker said, ^ Why I wished for yon to come 
was, that I might inform yon that Mr. Sport is 
about to leave for America, He has spoken very 
highly of Edward and Hannah; and as Mrs. Par- 
ker and myself wish to reward a faithful couple, 
who have a regard for one another, it is our wish 
that you, Edward, take the gardener^s place, marry 
Hannah, and live at the cottage. May you be 
as happy and comfortable as an industrious couple 
like you, with God^s blessing, might reasonably 
expect.^ '^ 

On the evening that was agreed upon, every, 
body at the little farm was in high glee. Fanny 
had just seen Charley, who had come up to tell 
her that they had made out the boat. He and 
another had taken a spy glass and got up into 
a tree in the wood close by, from where they saw 
the boat, and was certain that she would be in 
shore in good time. Everything was ready for 
their coming; so therefore she would have her 
partner to dance ^^ Haste to the Wedding^' with. 
Charley had also a message for Emma and Jane. 
Hewaa to tell them to come uptothefarmas soon 
as they could, and to find out if Frank knew 
about it. 

Mrs. Boeh, Fanny, and Jane bad just made 
ev^ything ready on the bam £k)or, for the dance ; 
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Jack^ the boy^ had slung two ropes from the 
rafters to hold the lights^ and the females went 
into the kitchen and laid the cloth. They did 
everything that could be done, so that they should 
not be taken away from the dancing ; when just 
in the dusk of the evening, Frank came in a great 
hurry to tell Mr. Roch that some of his cows had 
got out and were going off, and he had better 
make haste. Of course he was shown into the 
kitchen and then to the dancing place. He was 
very much surprised at their cleverness, and said 
he should run down and have a look from the 
beach, and be back before eight o'clock. On his 
going down, he saw the boat, which had lowered 
her cargo at a place agreed upon. Near to the 
water Frank came up with Charley. " Come, my 
good Charley, give me a shove off. There, you 
know I must have a look into the boat. Come, 
lend a hand ; they will want a small boat to bring 
them in. They will anchor the large boat off.'' 
On their coming up to the boat, he hailed, ^' How 
is aU hands on board? How do you do, gentle- 
men ? Found all right in the west, I hope ? Well, 
John, you are back in good time. A dance to-night; 
just in luck's way." All being made right with 
the boat, they were soon on shore. A man took 
the gentlemen's bags away to the house were they 
lodged. Charley said, "perhaps you gentlemen 
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would not be above joining the party at the farm; 
they have their harvest home there to-night/' 
Frank cried out, " yes, and I can tell you there 
will be a dance/' Mr. Bond said he should like 
to go, as he never was at a harvest home, and Mr. 
Adams said the same. 

In about an hour, the travellers, Charley, and 
Frank met at the farm. It appeared that they 
had been waiting for them, as they had not been 
there two minutes before a tap with the bow on 
the back of the fiddle, put them all in position. 
The Oxonians soon had partners. What is the 
dance ? The College Hornpipe, or Jack Robinson. 
Away they went, Mrs. Roch looking the picture of 
happiness; had a smile and a word for every one. 
Her husband, who had begun the dance in an in- 
dolent manner, warmed before he had got down 
to the third couple, and looked as pleased as his 
wife. Fanny and John followed. There were very 
few but what had their coat or jacket off in a short 
time; and when they got to the end of the dance, 
most of them refreshed themselves at a table at 
the bottom of the bam, on which was placed dif- 
ferent sorts of beverage. A large bowl of syllabub 
was on the table, as well as one on the table at the 
top of the bam. Every one entered into the 
amusement as it was intended; that being to 
make themselves as happy as they could. On the 
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second dance being finished, Frank started for the 
beach ; and it was lucky that he did so, for he had 
walked but a short distance when he was chal- 
lenged by the officer in command of the station. 
He reported the boat as coming from the westward, 
that he had been off and into her before she had 
brought up, and wished to know if there was 
anything that he could do for his honour. He 
was told to keep a good look out. After waiting 
for half an hour, he set off back again to the fsirm, 
and arrived there just at the conclusion of a 
dance, in time to see Jane make a curtsy to Mr. 
Bond, and then busy herself with Mrs. Roch, 
who seemed to think that her company were 
constantly in want of something to refresh them. 
On Frank speaking to Jane, he said he hoped 
she was pleased with the gentleman she had danced 
with. *' Which do you mean? Because I have 
danced with Mr. Adams as well as Mr. Bond.'^ 

'^ The d you have. Oh, I don^t care who you 

« '^ There, Frank, hold your tongue; I shall 

dance with who I like; and so just at this minute 
I shall dance with you, and mind you do not run 
away after the dance, for we are to have supper, 
and I want you to be close to me, as you are so 
quick at waiting.^^ 

The supper did the good people credit ; there 
being a plenty of everything. The way &e 
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travellers played knife and fork would not have 
done dishonour to either of the harvest men. 

Charley, who had been into the wood, seemed 
to return with some very important intelligence. 
He called Dick and John out, and informed them 
that the preventive man, who was on duty to the 
westward, next to Frank, had been watched from 
his berth, and had come to the bight and laid up 
in the hedge, close to where they had intended to 
land the tubs. That Cobden thought the best 
thing to do, everything being ready, was to take 
up the tubs and run them to the westward, at the 
place where the preventive man had just come from. 
Dick said, " here is off then; the man who is laid 
up will not show himself when the boat goes off; if 
he does, I can say I left some clothes on board. 
The night will do, it being so dark. We can take 
up the tubs and be at the westward gutter in half 
an hour. The carriers are up in the wood, and it 
is about the same distance to either place.^^ 

Dick and two other men then went down to the 
bight, took a boat and went off, very much to the 
satisfaction of the preventive man, who flattered 
himself that all was going on quite right, and that 
they would be soon back. Messrs. Bond and 
Adams, who had made up their minds to be among 
the party, went with Charley and John into the 
wood; and upon Charley calling out, "What are 
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you all about?'' some one answered, ^'looking 
out for squaDs/' " All is right, lads, oflf to the 
westward, or else the things will be waiting/' 
Away went nearly a score of men, at the rate of 
five miles an hour. They had not been on the 
beach five minutes before they saw a boat coming 
close in shore. One of the men called out, 
"What have you got in that boat?" They an- 
swered, " Squalls." " Come on, lads ; all ready." 
Cobden took the first couple. Dick said, " come, 
captain, you next. Keep close to the leader. Mr. 
Adams next. Oflf with you." 

In an incredibly short time every tub was on 
their shoulders; and Dick, in the boat, put off 
to the west, got on board the boat that had been 
to France, turned into the cuddy, and slept 
soundly. The gang had a hard pull up a rise, for 
about two hundred yards ; but none did it more 
readily than the two collegians. They went into 
the wood by a road well known to most of them, 
and, on their coming to a small open space, a halt 
was called. Cobden said, " Now, you that go up 
to Chumford, be oflf before the others leave the 
wood. Those who go to Wheel, take the other 
road; and the last lot we will take care of our- 
selves." They were soon up and away. Those 
who remained, after they had laid up a dozen tuba 
in a secure place, went back to the farm. Jane, 
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who had been on the alert^ had noticed the looks 
of Charley, and perceived that there was some- 
thing afloat. She got near enough to overhear 
that there was a man laid up on Frank's guard, 
and that something in the way of smuggling was 
about to take place. She went into the kitchen 
and said, "Prank, I want you here. Be smart.'' 
On their going out, she began, " dear Frank, you 
must be oflF in an instant." She then related to 
him what she had overheard, and concluded by 
saying, " Now, Frank, mind, if my brother should 
be engaged in this affair, never have it upon your 
conscience that his sister's information was the 
cause of his conviction." ''Dear Jane, may God 
bless you, I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart. Tour brother is safe for me. To think of 
Wame laying up on my guard; and that he has 
done so it appears. However, I will match him. 
One kiss, dear girl, and I shall be there in just 
three minutes." 

Frank, on reaching the shore, had a long look 
to seaward; nothing being perceived that way, he 
hummed a tune and went some distance from the 
hedge; he then returned, went close by the hedge, 
giving Wame an opportunity of making himself 
known. How long this might have been carried 
on we cannot say, for there were two men cam^ 
along the beach, who said, " Can you give us a 
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light?'' ''Oh, yes, gentlemen, I can." They 
then went and sat down on a seat which was placed 
there for that purpose. 

The Oxonians, for it was our two firiends,^8at 
within forty yards of the hedge. One of them, on 
lighting a match* which Frank had given him, said 
he had seen a man in the hedge, with something 
in his hand, pointing that way. "Are you sure. 
Sir r' asked Frank. " Quite sure.'' " Then here 
goes; we will soon see." Frank, on saying these 
words, took a blue light from his belt and struck 
the top of the case on the seat, when instantly the 
whole of the beach and shore was illumined with 
a bright pale blue light. So strong was the light 
that you might perceive a small object half a mile 
off, and there in the hedge was seen a man with a 
pistol in his hand and his face towards them. The 
light had a spike in the bottom end for the pur- 
pose of fastening it to any place. Frank stuck 
the light into the seat and went towards the hedge. 
On seeing Wame get on his legs, he cried out, 
''what the deuce is the matter with you, Wame? 
Why did you lay in the hedge like a dog in a 
bucket, and on my guard too, instead of being on 
your own?" 

Warne said, " why I came here, I have good 
reasons for. I overheard some persons convers- 
ing, who stated there was to be some smuggled 
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goods landed here^ and a boat left about two 
hours ago. I expected them^ but your setting off 
that blue Ught will no doubt put an end to it. 
I think you will get into a row with the captain 
when he comes to hear the rights of it/^ Frank 
exclaimed^ " Wame, I think that ship won't fight. 
Just answer me these few questions : How was it 
that you did not come and tell me that there 
was some goods about to be run? How long 
have you left your guard and been here, on 
mine ? If you go and look at the stern of the 
large boat, you will see Charley's skiff made fast 
there; and for your kindness in looking after 
other people's business instead of your own, I will 
give you a closer. The captain has been here and 
I had a long walk with him ; so a pretty kettle of 
fish you have caught. I think you have behaved 
in a sneaking kind of manner, and to tell you a 
bit of my mind, if you and I were not on duty, I 
would give you as good a drubbing as ever you 
had in your life. I am not certain that it is right 
for me to let you go. Our orders say, we are to 
detain all persons found on our guard who are 
armed." 

The light had attracted others to the beach, 
and among them was John and two coastguard 
men. Wame, on hearing what Frank had just 
said, became outrageous, took out his other pistol^ 
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and said he would blow Frank's head off if he 
dared to lay a finger on him. He to say that of 
him — ^no right there with arms. A pretty things 
indeed. He had a good mind to knock the pistols 
about his head. John said^ ''you had both better 
let it rest as it is, and not carry it any further.'* 
Frank became as hot as Wame. '' He knock the 
pistols about my head. I will let him se6 that I 
care no more for them than I do for a scupper's 
nai]. I will knock his head with my fist." Say- 
ing these words, Frank made a step towards 
Warne, when John caught hold of him. At this 
instant, one of Wame's pistols went off, whether 
by accident or design cannot be stated ; as Wame 
afterwards said he had no thoughts of its going off. 
It missed Frank, but not John. The ball struck 
him very slightly in the low^ part of the arm, 
merely raising the skin. Frank now ran in at 
Wame, who had put the other pistol into his belt, 
and after a blow or two had passed, Wame went 
down appearing to hare had enough, for he was in 
no hurry to get up again. 

The other two coastguard men, who had been 
looking on, now ran in between them, saying, 
''What in the world are you about? Surely you 
are both mad. Here is burning of lights, firing 
off pistols, and you two at loggerheads. What is 
it all about ? Is there no one to say a word ? " 
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By this time the gray dawn of the morning 
began to appear^ and the captain with another 
person, was observed approaching towards the 
scene of action. On their coming up, the captain 
began by asking what had been the cause of the 
disturbance. One of the late comers told him all 
that he had heard. The captain ordered all of 
them to be at his house by ten o^clock in the 
morning, and also to find out by that time, as 
much as they could of the night^s adventures. 
The captain then left the beach with his com- 
panion, returning the salute of our two friends. 
Where had they been at the time of this affair? 
Why, very quietly seated on the bench, thinking 
it was the best adventure they had ever been 
engaged in. 

Warne and another went off to the deserted 
station, while Frank and the one that remained, 
took a boat and went off to the one that was lying 
at anchor. On their coming alongside, they 
hailed in a seaman's phrase, " Boat, a-hoy.^' Dick 
tumbled out and cried, "Squalls. HoUoo, my 
hearties, who are you ? What's afloat, that you 
turn us out at this early hour ? " Frank laughed, 
and told his mate to have a look into the cuddy. 
He held on while his partner got into the boat, 
went to the bow, and lifted up a couple of dread- 
noughts. He then got into the boat again, and 
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they were about starting, when Dick cried out, 
" Wait a bit, I shall be ready to go ashore in a 
minute ; and I will row you two there for a glass 
of rum each/' " Come on, my fine fellow, and 
don't be long about it/' '* Here I am. Come, 
let us have it ship-shape. Put the bow from the 
shore. One, two, three, off." Dick had his boat 
roimd first, and took the lead ; but Frank and his 
mate rowed in good style >and were soon up to him. 
They kept pretty even for nearly two-thirds of the 
distance, when the two pulled half a boat's length 
in advance, and were about fifty yards from the 
beach when the mate's thowl broke, and Dick 
went in the winner. He said if they met, he 
would be glass for glass. 

On the coastguards leaving the three travellers 
to themselves, Mr. Adams saw some blood on the 
arm of John's jacket. "Why, John, what is the 
matter? Surely you were not hit just now." 
" Yes, Sir. I rather think I was. Though it is 
very slight, not worth speaking about." *' Come 
into this cottage, and we will have a look at the 
arm." 

When the arm was uncovered they saw a bruise 

and the skin broke, as John had truly said, not 

worth speaking about. Mr. Adams bound up 

, the arm in the best way he could, and told him 

that he had better show it to a surgeon if he found 
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it became painfiil. " Now, £riend, let us home, 
haye a wash, and then look about us/^ 

John, on going home, found that his sisters had 
not yet come away from the farm, so he went very 
quietly to bed and soon forgot all the bustle of 
the night in a sound sleep. 

In the cottage where John had his arm bound 
up, there were two little girls in bed in the next 
room, whose sharp ears caught a word or two 
about coastguards, a shot, a wound in the arm, 
and that John had to show it to Mr. Nash, the 
doctor. When they got up, the eldest was sent to 
the farm for some milk, and on Fanny taking the 
jug to her, she commenced her tale of consterna- 
tion with *' Lor, Miss Fanny, only think of that 
wicked coastguard man shooting poor John Ran- 
dall on the beach, this morning?'' " What story 
have you got hold of now? You and your sister 
are such tale bearers that we never know when to 
believe you.'' *' Oh, how can you say that. Well, 
there, we know this to be true, for two gentle- 
men brought John to our house to dress his arm, 
and we heard all about it. That John and Frank 
had quarreled, and that Frank shot John in the 
arm." 

Fanny called the sisters and told them this un- 
fortunate piece of news. Jane said that she did 
not believe it, but she would speak to the girl. 
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'*Now, little girl, you say that my brother is 
wounded in the arm from being shot by a coast* 
guard man. Did you hear who it was that shot 
John ? " *' No, only that John was shot, down on 
the beach; and that it was Frank Slade who was 
on duty there last night/' '* Who took my brother 
home from your house?*' '* Oh, he went away by 
himself/' "Thank you. Fanny, don't believe a 
word about it ; and you^ Emma, don't give way so. 
I will soon find out how John is and be back 
again in a little time." 

Away went Jane, at a rapid pace, sometimes 
running, then walking; and as her thoughts came 
across her mind, she gave utterance to them bjr 
saying, " If Frank shot at my brother, he wiD 
nerer be my husband. Frank, Frank, I will not 
believe it. You are too much of a good man to 
shoot at one who is unarmed." On she went, 
with another run, and did not stop until she got 
in-doors. "Good morning, my dear mother." 
She went upstairs into John's room, knelt down at 
his bedside, and ofiered up her heart-felt prayers 
to God, on seeing her brother with a smile upon 
his countenance, sleeping soundly. She felt his arm 
and found a small bandage wound round it, inside 
the sleeve of bis shirt, which, with a sister's cau- 
tion, she carefully turned up and satisfied her- 
self that the wound was not very serious. She 
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was about to turn down his sleeve again, when ob- 
serving that he moved himself round, she called 
'^ John" which awoke him, and he sat up in the 
bed. Jane held up her finger, requesting him to 
speak softly, so as not to didjurb the old folks 
bdow. She then pointed to his arm and said, 
''How was it done?'' "By a pistol ball,'' he 
replied. " Was it by a coastguard man ? " " Yes, 
dear sister." "Oh, John, was it by Frank?" 
"No, my poor gui. Frank knodced the man 
down that did it." 

Jane, who had hitherto borne up so bravely, on 
hearing these words, burst into a flood of tears, 
fell down upon her knees and offered up to her 
Maker a silent thanksgiving. She then arose and 
kissed her broths, who only said, " Tell Fanny." 
Jane then went down stairs and told the old folks 
of her having promised to return to the farm to 
breakfast, and wishing them " good morning," 
she went away, walking until out of sight of 
the hoi;ise, and then she commenced running. 
When Jane had come within two fields of the 
&rm and was crossing the stile, she saw her cousin 
and sister looking out of the window, and took 
a ready method of letting them know that she had 
good news to impart, by taking off her bonnet and 
throwing it up in the air. The girls at the win- 
dow instantly waved their handkerchiefs and ran 
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down to meet her. " Oh, Jenny, well, have you 
seen John? What is it all about? Do tell us 
all about it/' " Now, you know I was not long 
going/' Jane having informed them of all that 
had taken place, they went in to break&st in a 
very merry humour. Frank was praised for 
knocking Wame down, and Jane was thanked for 
going home and back again so quickly. It was 
about as happy a meal as they had ever sat down 
to ; and just as they had finished, Mr. Boch said, 
" Here is that man again with a tale of 'Mr. Boch, 
your cows are got out.'*' On his saying these 
words, all the females rose from the table and went 
to the window, " How do you do, Prank? Come 
just in time for breakfast. Fanny, put in another 
spoonful of tea and make the water boil up. Poor 
fellow, he does look a little tired, being up all 
night. Come in, Frank. Come in, dear fellow/* 
Frank, who had come rather doubtingly, upon 
being so warmly welcomed thought he had never 
had such good luck before. What could it be all 
about ? " This is some mistake, I am sure. 
There is no mistake in this ham and fowl.'' One 
of the females cut some thin bread and butter. 
Another brought a plate of cake ; and, on Jane 
bringing him a cup of tea, with plenty of cream 
in it, he could not refrain from saying, '' You 
dear, lovely looking creature, you all look so good 



y Google 



OP THE BOTTTHBBBT COAST. 249 

humonred and generous this morning that I could 
almost ask you for a kiss^ dear Jtcae" What was 
his astonishment when his coy sweetheart^ with- 
out saying a word^ came up and gave him a 
kind salute^ at which all the others clapped their 
hands. ^^Why, in the name of goodness, what is 
the matter with you all?'^ Mr. Boch cried out, 
laughing, '' ' None but the brave deserve the fair.' 
Frank, did you or did you not knock Warne down 
after he had fired a pistol? '' '' Yes, I did. The 
nasty, sneaking, pitiless coward, and should like 
to serve him so again, that I should.^' 

On Frank declaring that he could neither eat 
nor drink any more than what he had already 
taken, he was requested to relate the night's, or 
rather morning's adventure. He gave a very fair 
account of the whole proceeding, and said that he 
should like to see John before he went to the cap- 
tain's house. He thought from what the man 
said who came and relieved him, that Warne would 
get into a mess, for it was said that there had been 
some goods run down at the gutter, while Warne 
had been so kind as to come and lend him a hand 
to keep guard down by the bight. Jane then said, 
" Frank, don't you go and tell people that John 
is wounded in the arm, for it is only a bruise." 
Frank, upon hearing this, jumped up and ex- 
claimed, " What, is my dear friend John hit by 
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that rascal^ Wame? Pll warm him/* Frank then 
went to Randall^s house and saw his Mend's 
parents^ who informed him that John was getting 
np^ that they had placed his breakfast on the 
little table^ and if he would have some they would 
make it a larger one. John soon came down^ and 
after saying all that could be said before the old 
people^ he went away with Frank towards the cap- 
tain's. As they were walking along the road, 
Frank said^ that if the captain happened to hear 
of his being at the dance^ he should^ most likely^ 
be discharged. John said that if Frank liked to 
join him and Charley, they would find plenty for 
all; besides, he could learn the same trade as him- 
self. On their parting, Frank said, " John, you 
go to the farm. I will come there the instant it 
is possible for me to leave.'' 

Ten o'clock found them all at the appointed place. 
The captain, who had made himself acquainted 
with as much of the transaction as it was possible 
for the coastguard to find out, began to question 
Wame : — '' How came you away from your guard, 
last night ? " " Sir, I saw three men together on 
the bank of a hedge, so I crawled up on the other 
side and got close to them, when I heard one say, 
'The boat will bring them on shore at the turn of 
the tide. It will be all right, for they are to come 
in at the bight.' Then they said something about 
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looking out for squalls^ and I thought I had better 
go to the bight/' '^ When you went to number 
two guards which you call the bight^ or turn on the 
beach, how was it that you did not tell Slade of 
the probability of there being some goods run, on 
his patrol ? " "When I got there, I did not see 
him, so I hid myself in the hedge/' " When you 
did see him, what did you do ? '' "I thought it 
was best not to speak to him, fearing that I might 
be seen by some of those who intended to assist 
in carrjdng the tubs/' " How came you to show 
yourself when you did ? " " Oh, I could not help 
that ; the blue light showed all around so plainly." 
" You said that you would knock your pistol about 
Slade's head. Why did you say so ? " *' Because 
he called me ' a dog in a bucket.' " " You fired 
oflF one of your pistols at Slade. Now, mind what 
you say to this." " The pistol went oflf by acci- 
dent." " Is that the pistol ? " " Yes, Sir." " Try 
the cock, Smithers. Hand it here, let me try it. 
It seems very safe ; requires a strong pull." 

''Now, Slade, after I left you, what did you 
do ? " ''I went along the beach. Sir, as far as the 
bight, then walked back and sat down on the seat 
for nearly an hour." *' Well, Slade, tell after that 
time." '' I then went in land for nearly half a 
mile, and stopped there for half an hour." " What 
did you do there ? " "I had a jig and a bit of 
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something to eat. I then ran back, and, after a 
while, there came two persons, who sat down on 
the seat and asked me for a light. I gave them a 
light with some matches, when one of them struck 
a light and said he saw a man skulking in the 
hedge. On that I tapped the blue light, and saw 
Wame. I said, ' Why are you lying there like a 
dog in a bucket?* One word brought on another. 
I told him, if I was not on duty, I would give him 
a drubbing. I called him a sneaking fellow, and he 
then fired. We then had a tussel. You then 
came up. Sir ; and I believe that is the whole of 
it.'* " Did you not say you would take him in 
custody?** '* Yes, Sir, I did say I thought I ought 
to do so.** /'Wame and Slade, you are both sus- 
pended until I hear from the board. Warne be- 
haved in a very wrong manner, against all orders, 
going away from one place and putting himself on 
another. From what I hear, there were goods run 
that night, and at the gutter on which Wame was 
put to guard. He was very wrong in not speaking 
to Slade. The firing of the pistol was most un- 
warrantable. Lucky for him no one was hit. 
You, Slade, went away from your guard, and when 
you came back, was, after a time, fighting with a 
person who you ought to have taken into custody. 
Any person found concealed with arms in his pos- 
session, unbeknown to the officer or the man on 
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duty, should be detained and examined by the 
commanding officer. K either of you have any- 
thing to make known^ you had better now declare 
it.^' 

On their being dismissed, Wame looked very 
chap-fallen. Frank went off to Bandall^s house, 
where he heard that John had started to the farm. 
He soon followed and saw his friend, whom he in- 
formed of the result of the moming^s examination, 
and saying that, during the few holidays he had, 
he should like John and Jane to accompany him 
on a visit to his uncle. John said he should like 
to do so, but Jane must be spoken to about it, as 
there was no time to lose. On its being mentioned 
to her, Jane readily agreed to start on the morrow, 
be gone two days, and return in time to help 
Fanny to make a dress. 

Next morning, away went the three a journey 
of about fifteen miles. " Uncle, I have brought 
the young person and her brother, who I wrote to 
you about. You said that you should like to see 
her. They^re in the kitchen.^' "Well, Frank, 
I hope I shall like her, because — '^ " Oh, here she 
is, uncle.'^ " Let the servant, Mary, get breakfast 
in the parlour. Be quick.'' " Uncle, this is Jane 
Randall, who I hope will soon be your niece ; and 
this is her brother John, my best friend.'' " Jane, 
come and shake hands with an old man." " Indeed 
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I will^ Sir, with pleasure ; you look so good 
humoured/' ''And give Frank^s uncle a kiss. 
There's a good girl, you are welcome, and so are 
you, young man. Now, I like the looks of you 
both, and shall be glad when I have you for rela- 
tions. Now for breakfast.'' 

Jane presided at the table, and after they had 
done eating and drinking, sat for some time 
talking. ''John, when do you think of being 
married ? " " Why, Sir, after the boat season, I 
intend getting on with the door and window 
frames for a new lodging house, and when that is 
finished, Fanny and myself will be married and 
live in it." " Why not make two sets. It is surely 
cheaper to make two than one." "Yes, Sir; if 
you could get the second one and somebody to 
live in it." " Well, I will tell you what I wish to 
do. I wish to leave here and go to the sea-side to 
live. I should like to have a good house for 
Frank and his wife to Uve in, and a small cottage 
close to it for myself, I knowing that it is always 
best for young people to be by themselves. There- 
fore, young friend, when you are about to build 
a house for yourself, build one for Frank; and 
if you want two or three hundred pounds to go 
on with, you can have it at an hour's notice." 
" Uncle, don't joke like that. John might make 
serious work on what you say, and then you might 
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alter yotor mind/' " Jane^ put on your bonnet^ 
come and take a walk with me, and let those two 
men wait tiQ we come back." 

The uncle and Jane walked up a street and then 
turned into a second one. The old man went into 
a large room and asked if Mr. Drew was within. 
On being told he was^ and that he would attend 
on him instantly, he and Jane took a seat. On 
seeing Mr. Drew, he said, '^ I wish to speak to you 
in private.'' '^This room, Mr. Slade. What can 
I do for you?" *'Put three hundred pounds to 
the credit of John Bandall, Jun., of Seamouth, 
carpenter. Jane, you go and take this piece of 
paper to the person I spoke to, and put what he 
gives you into this yellow bag, and wait there till 
I come." Jane took the slip of paper, walked to 
the person mentioned, and gave him the check. 
He read it, and asked, *' Is your name Jane Ran- 
dall?" "Yes, Sir." The clerk told out £9 in 
gold and one in silver. Jane put it into the bag, 
as directed. She had not to wait long for the un- 
cle. They went into a mercer's shop and asked 
to be shown some brown silk. *^ I want you to 
look out a good one," the uncle said to Jane. On 
leaving the shop, he said to her, "nearly thirty 
years ago, I courted a young person of the name 
of Jane Shorley ; the first time I saw her, she had 
on a brown silk dress. I cannot help thinking 
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you are something like her, so I want yon to liaye 
it made and let me see you in it/' '' OI^ Sir, 
what became of her V* " She was Eying as lady's 
maid to a lady, whose fiunily I served with milk; 
when she left London to go to Holland, the vessel 
was lost and all the passengers; only three of the 
crew were saved/' " Mr. Slade, it is very nnfor- 
tnnate my making you think so much of your lost 
Jane, and so long ago. My mother's name was 
Shoriey, and I am named after her eldest sister. 
John can tell you all about her." 

When Mr. Slade saw John, he asked him 
where his aunt was lost. *^ Gt)ing to Amsterdam, 
in the ' Trophy.' " *' What was the name of her 
mistress?" "Mildnaan." "To be sure it was. 
Lady Sarah Mildman. Jane is my Jane's neice, 
and she shall be so from this minute. Come here 
and sit close beside your uncle, Jane. Only think, 
you must call me uncle from this hour." " Uncle, 
here is your yellow bag." " Jane, I gave you that 
ten pounds before I knew the good fortune that 
has befallen us; keep the remainder for a wedding 
dress, and now tell John what we have done at the 
bank." 

John and Frank began to thank the old man, 
when he stopped them by proposing that they 
should have a walk. On their walking out, they 
told him of the proceedings the day before. He 
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said he should not like Frank to be turned out^ 
but that they would wait and see what was done 
in it^ and act accordingly. 

After dinner^ it came on to rain^ so the old man 
asked Jane if she played draughts. " No, uncle^ 
but I can cribbage^ and Tm sure I play quite as 
well as Frank or John." '' Come, Jane, you and 
I will play them both for a penny.'* A very com- 
fortable afternoon and evening was spent by the 
four ; Mid, the next day, after tea, they left the old 
man, arriving safely at Seamouth in good time. 

Jane's father and mother were very much 
pleased with the account they heard of Frank's 
uncle. Mr. Randall then read a chapter to them, 
and begged of them all to remember the words : 
" How wonderful are thy works, O Lord." There 
was not one who heard him but was pleased with 
the remarks that he made. 

Two days after their return, Frank was told by 
Smithers to be at the commanding officer's house 
by ten o'clock the following morning. On his 
going there and seeing the captain, he was in- 
formed that, owing to his previous good conduct, 
the Board had passed over his dereliction of duty, 
and hoped that he would be more attentive for the 
future. Having thanked the officer for his kind- 
ness, he was told to resume his duty the next day. 

He afterwards learnt that Wame was sent off that 

s 
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same morning, to one of the Martello towers^ on 
the east part of Sussex. Frank wrote immediately 
to his uncle^ and then accompanied John and 
Charley to look out the ground for the lodging 
houses ; when he heard that Charley and Emma 
were to be married in three weeks. Charley told 
him that Emma and himself were going to live 
with the old folks^ and that his mother's cottage 
was to be let or sold, as she was going to live with 
her sister ; so if his uncle chose to look at it, he 
should have the first offer. Frank went to speak 
to Jane, while the other two and Dick went to the 
Oxonians' house. The gentlemen said that they 
were going into the west, partridge shooting, and 
would, if possible, be down when John was mar- 
ried. They both expressed themselves highly 
pleased with their smuggling adventure, and gave 
twenty pounds for the three to share amongst 
them, sajring that they all three had behaved in a 
most manly way from first to last, and hoped that 
if ever they were engaged in another smuggling 
afiair, they would be equally successful. 

FranFs uncle came over to the wedding, bought 
the cottage, and said he should come and live 
in it as soon as it was repaired. The old man was 
very much pleased to see his Jane in a brown silk 
dress, and said she looked much better in that 
than she did in white, when dressed as a bride's 
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maid at her sister's wedding. He told Frank he 
was a lucky fellow to fall in with so many nice 
people, and then he went and promised the work 
people he would give them a good supper when the 
house was completed, and give all the single men, 
one shilling; the married men, two shillings ; and 
those with a family, three shillings each. He told 
them he should soon be with them again. To 
which they replied, that he might be sure, come 
whenever he would, it could not be too soon for 
them. 

A small party were assembled at the farm, one 
evening, in the month of May, of the next year, 
when the following conversation took place :— 
'' Only think, my dear Emma, that we should be 
so hard at work, making wedding dresses, for 
Fanny and myself. You have not forgotten how 
busy we were, helping you with your dress, about 
the time that Wame fired and wounded John. 
What a fuss we made with Frank at breakfast the 
next morning. Only think of Mr. Bond and Mr. 
Adams coming to lodge at John's for three months, 
and those two brothers, John and Henry Buyway, 
are going to lodge at Frank's. Uncle says he is 
very fond of seeing cricket, and he has persuaded 
Mr. Roch to let them play cricket in the square 
eight acres, this summer. He also says that Frank 
used to play well, and would do so again, if he 
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practised^ and he will have plenty of time for that 
now he is out of the service^ for he had his dis- 
charge down on Monday. The little yacht will be 
finished in a fortnight^ and I hope John and Frank 
will not be disappointed with her/' 

'^ Jane^ my dear sister, how good of Mr. Slade 
to provide everything so nice, and to think that 
we are all to go to his little cottage and have the 
wedding dinner; and then you are to go to your 
new house. You, Fanny, will only have to go 
next door to them to your new house. Both houses 
will be completed to-morrow, and on Tuesday 
next the .wedding takes place. Mrs. Roch, what 
do you intend giving them for breakfast ? I will 
tell you why I ask. I know that Charley intends 
having a large dish of lobsters and two of prawns 
sent here, for I was to tell you so.'' '^ Oh, then 
we will dress them up with parsley, and they will 
look nice. Now, I will tell you what Fanny and 
I «aid. There will be so many to breakfast, that 
we agreed to have three couple of fowls, a ham^ 
and some cakes; then the lobsters and prawns, 
will make a pretty show. Well, you know, break-, 
fast will commence at eight o'clock, and you are to 
be at the church by half-past ten. Then you are 
to take a ride for a time, and be back to dinner at 
four o'clock, at Frank's uncle's. After that, you 
are to come here and take tea, and have a dance 
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on the green plat in the garden. I promise you a 
nice syllabub and some of our best home-made 
wine. And only think^ we have not said a word 
about the wedding cakes. They ought to be very 
good^ for they will cost a guinea each. How do you 
girls intend to dress ? " " Why, we think of wear- 
ing light blue silk dresses with white bonnets and 
shawls. Charley tells me that both Frank and 
John are going to have white trousers and waist- 
coats, blue frock coats and neck ties.'' 

Fanny said, " oh, that will be just the thing. 
It will make my John look so smart that you will 
not be able to find a better looking man that day, 
I am sure.'' '' Fanny, dear," replied Jane, '' you 
forget that my Frank will be there, and if you 
think John is fit to be a lord, Frank is quite as fit 
to be a duke." Mrs. Boch and Emma laughed, 
saying, "they are both very nice looking, but if 
you really wish to see good looking men, you girls 
have only to look at our husbands." " We shall 
soon look at our own," said Jane, '^ and have no 
wish to look at other women's husbands." They 
all had a good hearty laugh at Jane's reply, and 
everything went on very pleasantly during the re- 
mainder of the evening. 

Tuesday was a beautiful day, and every plan 
was carried out as fully and satisfactorily as had 
been proposed. The brides looked very pretty 
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in their neat dresses, and each of the bridegrooms 
thought himself the luckiest of men. Indeed^ 
they were two good looking couples. Everything 
went on very well till they were dancing on the 
green in the evening, when, all of a sudden, there 
was a discharge of seven or eight fire arms at the 
back of the house. Again, and again. 

" Holloo, John,'' cried Frank, " there they are; 
I thought the rogues would not forget us.'' " I 
should not have Uked it if they had, brother 
Frank." '^ To be sure not, brother John. What 
shall we give them?" '^ Half-a^rown, each." 
*' Come along then. Here, my hearties, get your- 
selves something to drink our healths. There's 
five shillings for you." On Frank and John join- 
ing the party on the green, they heard a regular 
hollow, then three lusty cheers, and a loud " good 
night, and may God bless you all." 

In a wood, about three miles from C r, and 

contiguous to a gentleman's park, are a number of 
roads, which cross or meet one another — four 
bridle and four cart roads. In two places they 
are cut straight so that they intersect in many 
places. It is a very pleasant spot in summer, and 
the favourite walk of many. High trees shading 
the walks, aud the underwood being hazel, it is the 
chosen locality of many pic-nic parties. At one 
of these cross roads, it is related, a most violent 
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striiggle once took place between some revenue 
oflBicers and some smugglers. The^ latter had run 



some tea in bags and dollops from the coast^ and 
laid it up in the underwood. A woman went to 
the town and gave information at the private 
house of one of the officers, whose name was Brand., 
The woman had to wait till Brand came home, so 
the servant girl asked her into the kitchen and 
there tried aU she could to find out her business 
with her master, but to no purpose. The girl, 
however, recollected that the closet in the room 
where Brand transacted his business opened at the 
back of another closet, in the adjoining room. 

When Brand came home and the girl had shown 
the woman into his room, she went to the closet 
adjoining, and overheard the following: — "Are 
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you sure that you have not made a mistake ? " 
*^ Oh, no. Sir. There are one hundred bags of 
tea and two hundred dollops. A bag weighs five 
pounds, and a dollop two or three pounds. There 
is also a large quantity of tobacco.^' '' At what 
time do they intend taking them away in the 
morning ?'' "At six o'clock. They will have 
two carts and there will be seven or eight on 
horseback.'' "My good woman, do you think 
they will fight if they should happen to come 
before we have taken the goods away ? " " Sir, 
I cannot say that all of them will, but I know two 

that will fight like d s ; they are very strong, 

I can assure you." " Now, let me see. At the 
first eight roads, you say, on the right, between 
the cart and bridle road." " Yes, Sir." "Well, 
you come here on Saturday, then you shall have 
the money." 

When the woman had taken her departure. 
Brand went to a brother officer, by the name of 
Strong, and told him of the information he had 
just received. Strong said he thought if they took 
two others with them, that four would be quite 
enough. Brand then proposed to take four or 
five soldiers, to which his brother officer replied, 
that he always found three or four, at the most, 
quite sufficient. '^ I will caU at your house at three 
o'clock in the morning," said Brand. '^ Oh, I will 
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be ready/' Strong replied. Brand then went to 
a captain of dragoons^ who told him that he 
might have as many soldiers as he thought proper. 
The next mornings when he called at Strong's 
honse^ Brand was informed that Strong had gone 
on the road, with two other persons, but that he 
would be sure to overtake them. Brand and four 
dragoons now rode on, but seeing nothing of the 
other party, entered the wood, where they saw a 
man with a large dog. They asked him whether 
he had seen any one pass that way this morning. 
He said, ^' Yes,'' but did not know which road 
they had taken. His dog began to bark very 
loud, and the man, wishing them " good morning," 
turned into a bridle road. He had not left them 
more than a minute, before their ears were saluted 
with a cry of distress. '^Push on, brave lads. 
That is Strong's voice. It is best for us to say, 
' Here.' " 

The servant girl, the night before, after listening 
to the conversation between Brand and the woman 
informer, went and asked her mistress to spare her 
for a few hours, which she did. The girl made 
the best of her way to a place six miles off; she 
walked and ran the distance in an incredibly short 
time for a female. She went to a house and 
asked for Thomas. ''He is two miles away." 
''Then take me to him as feist as your horse can 
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gallop, Mrs. Wright. I have come about the tea, 
and you know where I live/' The two females got 
into a light cart and Mrs. Wright applied the 
whip. They were soon at the place where Thomas 
was, who on seeing them, gave the girl two or three 
hearty smacks. ''Be quiet, Tom. What will 
Mrs. Wright say ? '' " Why, she would think I 
did not deserve such a nice girl as you, if I had 
not done so.'' « Tom, the tea." " Oh, that is all 
right. It is safe in Valdoo, and will be all over 
the country to-morrow." ''Thomas, listen. A 
woman came this afternoon, and asked for master. 
It came into my mind that she wanted to see him 
about the tea, but I could not get anything out of 
her. I was at my wit's end, when I thought of 
the closets, and after I had taken the woman 
to master, I had only to go on tip-toe to the 
closet in the next room, for I had opened the 
doors a short time before Mr. Brand came in." 
The girl then related all that she had overheard, 
and when she had finished her tale, the poor girl 
nearly fainted away. They took her into a house 
to recover herself a little, when Wright, who had 
joined them while she was relating her tale, said, 

" Tom, you must go over to S d, and tell Fox 

about it." Tom replied, " If I leave Bessy this 

side of C r, I will be d first." The poor 

girl burst into a flood of tears, so Mrs. Wright 
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called her husband ont of the room^ and left her 
and Thomas together for a few minutes. On her 
bringing in some tea^ an egg^ and a rasher of 
bacon^ she saw Betsy smiling^ and discovered that 
Tom and her required only one chair. 

It was, however, finally settled that Tom should 
drive Betsy into town, come back to the "Bat 
and Ball,^' bait his horse there for a couple of 
hours, go off to Valdoo at one o'clock, and wait 
there till Wright and some others came. The 
drive to C r was very pleasant, with the excep- 
tion of the girl exclaiming, " oh dear, Tom, what 
will my mistress say ? '' To which Tom replied, " if 
she is very much displeased, you had better leave 
and come to cousin Wright's. It will only be a 
few months earlier.'' She did not, however, leave 
then, and got off with a very slight reprimand. 
"Where have you been to, so long?" "Oh, I 
pray, ma'm, you will excuse me. I had . to go fur- 
ther than I expected." 

We will now return to Mr. Brand and his 
party, who, putting spurs to their horses, were soon 
at the cross roads, where they came upon about a 
dozen men, some on foot, and some on horseback. 
Strong was found tied to a tree and his two assis- 
tants tied back to back. When Strong's party 
came to the place, they saw a man. Strong said, 
"here^ fellow, come and show us where the tea is 
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lying/' The laugh the man gave was in so deri- 
sive a manner^ that Strong lost his temper^ and 
said^ '' if you do not leave off laughing and take ns 
to where the goods are^ I will drive abullet through 
you.'' '^The deuce you will. Who are you, I 
should like to know?" '' Take hold of him, and 
we will give him two dozen with our stirrup leath- 
ers/' said Strong; who, with his two men, had 
alighted. The man still laughed, and let them 
take hold of him. They had been so engaged in 
his capture, that they had not observed a dozen 
men, who had quietly surrounded them. These 
men had a strange appearance, for most of them 
had blackened their faces. A stout burly man, 
who appeared to take the lead, said, '^ we know 
what to do ; lash him to that tree, and let sailor 
Bob pay him out two dozen, that he was about to 
give our friend, laughing Ned." Whereupon, the 
officer bid them beware of what they were doing; 
threatening them, in the King's name, that if they 
laid a finger upon him, they would be all hung. 

When he found that he could not make any im- 
pression on them that way, he began to offer them 
money, and said that if they would let him go they 
might take their things away without interference. 
These offers were cut short by Bob giving him 
five or six smart blows on his back, which made 
him cry out, and was heard by the approaching 
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party. The barking of the dog, however, had 
warned the smugglers of their approach, so they 
were not taken by surprise. When Brand and 
his followers came up, he said, "in the name of 
the King, I command all here to keep the peace. 
Lay down your weapons and disperse.^' "Indeed,'' 
replied the stout man, " you have forgotten one 
thing — ^that is, we are the strongest party, and 
we should keep our weapons, if you were twice 
our number.'' 

Across one of the bridle roads two or three poles 
had been put up, and there came out of the 
underwood four men, each with a horse laden with 
a good sized pack. Two men went with the 
horses, and two came running back with a pistol 
in one hand and a large stick in the other. By 
this time. Brand had released Strong and his com- 
panions. Strong, the instant he was set at liberty, 
ran into the underwood, while the other two 
took part in the affray. The officer and soldiers 
rode up to the poles and tried to break down the 
fence. " Mr. Brand," cried the stout man, " you 
had better leave off; for I can tell you that the 
goods you came for, are, most of them, ten or 
twelve miles away. The things that were on those, 
horses were all that remained. They are clear of 
the wood by this time, in fiill trot, and they are 
better horses than yours, so it is of no use for you 
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to think of coming up with them. Now, Sir, the 
best thing that you can do, is for you and your 
party to go one way and we will go another/' 

The officer and his party parleyed with them- 
selves, and at last said, '^ the goods are here^ no 
doubt ; so let us stand manfully to them. Mind, 
lads, we all share alike. Huzza, huzza; down with 
the rails.'' Two of the dragoons, that being as 
many as could ride abreast, began to hack with 
their swords, and soon laid all flat. They then 
went on to where the horses came out, until they 
came to a spot well trodden down; on the other side 
of which, were the free traders, some mounted, 
but mostly on foot. Every one had some differ^' 
ent sort of weapon. Pistols, swords and bludgeons 
were in the hands of those daring men, waiting 
the charge of the dragoons, who came on cheering 
and firing their pistols, which was quickly returned. 

Two of the dragoons' horses were soon down, 
one by a shot in the throat, and the other fell over 
a stump. Their riders were up in an instant, and 
met sailor Bob and two others. Bob cried out, 
'* best five of nine with the best of you," as he 
warded off a blow at his head. It took all the 
soldier knew to defend himself from Bob's vigorous 
attack. As for the rest, it seemed as if they had 
withdrawn from the rough ground where they he* 
gan, to the opening at the end of the roads, by 
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mutual consent. Brand was set on by two smug- 
glers. He knocked one off his legs by a blow on 
the side of his head with a stick that he had 
picked up, having broken his sword in the first of 
the affray at the first blow; and he and Ned had 
a pretty set to with cudgels, as if they were play- 
ing for a prize. 

After a few minutes, they rested awhile, leaning 
on their sticks ; when Ned said, " you are a west 
country man, or I should have broken your hea/l a 
dozen times.^^ Brand said, "yes, I am; and truly 
sorry to meet you in such a cause. Where it will 
end, I know not; death either has or will take 
place, I fear.^' Ned said, " you were wrong; you 
ought to have listened to what Capt. Stout told 
you. It was the truth; the goods are taken away. 
Now, Sir, let us cry ' bout' and stop it.'' " ^ Bout' 
then be it," said Mr. Brand. Ned then gave a 
loud whistle, which caused a pause in the affray 
to all but two — a smuggler and one of Strong's 
men. They fought with pistols and sticks at first, 
but had thrown them away, not liking them, and 
took to the fair old English style of boxing on one 
of the roads, giving and taking pretty freely. 

'* Hold," cried the stout man. " Halt," cried 
Brand. But the boxers still fought on. " Stop, 
stop," was of no use. " One more round ; one, 
only one. Sir." '' Well done, long-un." " Bravo, 
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long-un/' "Well hit. Blacky/' "That was a 
regular good one/' They both went down toge- 
ther, and got up again in the same manner. This 
fight did more towards making a truce between 
the parties than may be at first conceived. The 
stout man said, " this is more honour than profit. 
I thank the Almighty God that, though many 
are wounded, none are killed/' To which Brand 
replied, " I thank God, too/' At this moment, 
appeared sailor Bob, leading his late opponent, 
who was limping. Bob was very tender over the 
poor fellow, notwithstanding that he himself was 
bleeding from wounds in the head and arm. He 
sat him, down on a piece of green turf, then went 
into the underwood and returned with a bottle. 
He gave the soldier a drink first, then took a Ipng 
pull at it himself, walked over to Blacky, who did 
not refuse a drop, and then handed it to the 
long-un, with " here, old chap, will you take a 
nip ?" Other bottles soon came to hand, and it 
was " drink round, brave boys. Drink round." 

It turned out that sailor Bob and the dragoon 
had had, as Bob said afterwards, a very pretty 
fight. They had a rest between the "rounds," as 
Bob called them, and all was fair play above board 
till the dragoon fell down and sprained his ancle. 
" Come, time is up," said Bob. " It is all up with 
me," replied the soldier, " I have hurt my foot or 
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ankle and cannot stand. So it is all up with me/^ 
'' Well, you are a brave fellow, and no one shall 
hurt you/' Bob then led him off to the rest of 
the party. 

The wounded were now looked to, their wounds 
being boimd up in the best manner they could do 
it. '' Up and away,'' said Capt. Strong. A cart 
passing by at this time, the soldier was put into it 
and taken to the Bat and Ball, where he was 
kindly taken care of. Mr. Brand and Ned were 
the last on the ground. ^'Ned," said Mr. Brand, 
'' there is one thing I should like to do before we 
part, and that is to shake hands with you." "With 
all my heart, and I should be glad to meet you 
again in a friendly manner." They shook hands 
heartily and rode off to their respective parties. 
On nearing the town, Mr. Brand met Strong with 
a score of dragoons. He had been back to the 
town, and gone to the officer, telling him that 
there were fifty smugglers, and that he had no 
doubt but that every one of Brand's party were 
murdered. They sent a surgeon on to the 
maimed soldier, had their own wounds and bruises 
attended to, and then reported the adventure to 
the custom house. 

A few months after this occurrence of the fight 
between the soldiers and smugglers in the wood, 
a gentleman went into a tradesman's shop and 

T 
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said^ ''Mr. Kant^ can you ixifomi me wbo that 
person is who appears so angry with those two 
boys?'' ''Oh, that Sir, is Mr. Strong, the 
custom house officer. The kids are, or have 
been, making fun of him, most likely. Did you 
hear anything said by the lads?'' "Oh, yes. 
One said, 'Jack, I am in want of scnne good 
stirrup oil.' The other replied, 'why, are you 
going to run into the wood? Ha, talk of old 
Nick, and here he is. Gire him two dozen.' The 
first lad began again, 'wiU you take tea this 
morning, Sir?' Strong rayed out, 'you young 
blackguards, I will have you up before a justice 
o£ the peace, and will make you suSer for in- 
terrupting me in this way ; this is not the first 
or second time. I'U giye any one a shilling that 
will tell me the names of these lads.' The boys 
then said, 'give it to us, we will tell you our 
names. Mine is Run-away.' The other cried out, 
' mine is Brushwood.' " 

Mr. Kant then said, " you hare heard of the 
tea row, as they call it?" " Yes, I haye.'* "Well, 
Sir, Strong has been the butt of the whole town 
ever since. So much so, that in a short time he 
is going to another town, far away firom here." 
" Oh, there was a Mr, Brand." " Mr. Brand, Sir, 
is as mudi respected as Strong is disliked. He 
has had a windfall latdy. An old aunt died. 
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leaving him a good round sum, and he talks of re- 
tiring from the custcmis/' " Can you tell me if 
they got anj information out of the woman, more 
than what she gave in her first account, as to who 
the parties were?^' '^She has never been seen 
from that day to this. The poor soldier that hurt 
his foot, has been discharged from the service, and 
is now a man of all work to Mr. Brand, who is 
about building a new house. He acts as ostler, 
gardener, and boots; and a very civil fellow he is. 
He often says that he shall always think of sailor 
Bob more as a brother than in any other way, for 
he was at BoVs mercy twice, being on the ground, 
and that Bob is the best swordsman he ever crossed 
blades with, though he himself had been consi- 
dered one of the best swordsmen in his regiment. 
The long-un, whose name is Foster, is now a con- 
stable ; he has a horse and cart, and gets a good 
living with it. He and Strong fell out on account 
of his calling him a coward.^' 

*' Mr. Kant, I thank you for your kindness in 
answering all my questions so readily. Be so 
kind as to add one more favour, by letting your 
lad go and show me where Mr. Brand resides. I 
am a stranger to him, but have some professional 
business to transact with him.'' The lad went 
and showed the house* The knock was answered 
by our old acquaintance, Bessy* ''Is Mr. Brand 
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at home?'' ^'Yes, Sir/' '^TeU him, Mr. Free- 
man wishes to see him." On meeting, he accosted 
Mr. Brand with, "my name is Freeman. I was 
your aunt's professional adviser. Sir. I come to 
lay before you a statement of her effects, and shall 
be happy to show you over the land, also give any 
information that you may require. My clerk, who 
came and informed you of your aunt's decease, told 
you, I think, that I had been her confidant, and 
would inform you of her wishes. I am now ready. 
Sir, to give up to your lawyer, or any other person 
that you may appoint, the deeds and titles; or if 
it is your wish that I should be your legal adviser, 
I shall then hope to gain your confidence, as I 
did your late worthy aunt's." 

" Mr. Freeman, from the straight forward man- 
ner in which you speak, I am sure, by my leaving 
those papers in your hands, I shall leave them with 
a gentleman." A warm shake of the hands fol- 
lowed these words, commencing an intimacy that 
they never had cause to regret. " Mr. Freeman, 
we dine in an hour; if agreeable, we will take a 
walk till then." In their stroll, Freeman was in- 
formed that Mr. Brand would leave the customs 
on the morrow, and that Strong was going to Dover 
the next week. They walked to the site of the 
intended house. '' Who is employed to build your 
house?" ''^^The bricklayer's name is Loader, the. 
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carpenter's name is Wright, or rather there are 
two of them. How they had the job was, from an 
attempt upon our parts — ^Mrs. Brand's and myself, 
to repay a little towards a great obligation that we 
were indebted to Wright, jun., and his intended 
wife, our servant Betsy — ^no less than their pre- 
serving our two children from being burnt to 
death. I will tell you all about it. 

*^ Mrs. Brand said, the other day, ^ Betsy says, 
'^ why, ma'm, you want a carpenter to your house. 
I am sure that if Mr. Brand went over and looked 
at two houses built by Wright and his cousin, he 
would see as good sound work as could be done/'' 
I went over to a place five miles off, to see their 
work, and was pleasingly surprised at the good- 
ness of it. I then went to Wrighf s house, but 
neither of them were at home, so I said to Mrs. 
Wright, 'be so good as to tell your husband that 
I would thank him and Thomas to come into the 
town to-morrow, if they are not engaged, and take 
orders of me respecting their building a house. 
Tell them I have been to see the two houses they 
have just finished, and am highly pleased with their 
work.' 'Mr. Brand,' said the good woman, 'do 
you really mean it ? My husband and his cousin 
to go to town and build a house for you. Oh, 
Sir, it is your fun. It is a joke. It cannot be, I 
am sure.' I then told her that it was Mrs. Brand's 
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and mj wish for them to do it. ' Oh dear, Sir. 
There will be no sleep for them to-night. Oh^ how 
I long to tell them. I shall say to them^ who do 
you think has been here to-day? No^ I shall not 
do it that way ; it will be fan to say, you must go 
to town, to-morrow, and take an order.' She then 
had such a hearty laugh that made the house ring 
again. ' Dear me. Sir, how foolish I have been, 
running on in this way, and never asking you to 
take anj^hing. There, do sit down. Sir. Would 
you take any of our home-made wine? I have 
currant, raspberry, elder, perry, and mead.' While 
calling over the names, she placed them with a cake 
on a table that you might have seen to shave by. 
I had not the heart to refuse ; and delighted the 
good, kind-hearted woman by taking a second 
glass, and saying, I would take the liberty the 
next time Mrs. Brand passed that way, of caUing 
in, for her to taste her nice cake and wine. And, 
now, Mr. Freeman, let us mend our pace, or we 
shall have a cold dinner.'' 

On arriving at Mr. Brand's house, his wife and 
Mr. Freeman were introduced. A nice plain din- 
ner was partaken of by good appetites. The cloth 
being removed, various spirits, and tobacco and 
pipes were soon in requisition. Two or three 
friends coming in to smoke a pipe, Mr. Brand 
said, '' Mr. Freeman, Betsy has told me that yonr 
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room k qtdte ready^ and wishes toknowwliere she 
is to send Walker for yonr portmanteau/' "My 
dear Sir^ I cotdd not think of giving you so mucli 
trouble/' "Where do you put up?'' "At the 
'Wheatsheaf.'" "Oh, very well. I can assure 
you that I have orders to keep you prisoner this 
night. We shall have those three gentlemen's 
ladies here presently, and a game of whist is to be 
the order of the evening. Come, gentlemen, fill 
your glasses, chaise your pipes, and drink to the 
health of our new acquaintance, Mr. Freeman." 
Such an agreeable proposition was instantly com- 
plied with. Freeman, after thanking them, said 
he hoped to have the pleasure of their company 
at his house before long, and begged to assure 
them they should have a hearty welcome, whether 
they were few or many. 

The tea table, on their being summoned to par- 
take of that refreshing beverage, was a scene of 
more introduction. In the course of this sociable 
meal, if I may be allowed so to call it, some had 
taken coffee, and others, tea. Mrs. Brand said to 
Mr. Freeman, "Will you take tea. Sir? " This 
had such an effect on the risible faculties of that 
gentleman, that it was some time before he could 
beg pardon and reply in the affirmative. "My 
good, kind lady, I humbly beg your pardon for 
this apparent rudeness, but I will endeavour to 
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explain it. In tlie morning, I saw a person and 
two mirthful looking lads having some angry words 
together in the street. After something had been 
said about stirrup oil, one of the merry rogues 
said, ' will you take tea this morning, Sir ?'* in such 
a comical manner, that it caused Mr. Strong to 
roar out, with indignation, a threat of taking them 
to a justice of the peace. I hope, madam, you and 
the good company will excuse me/' 

They all had a hearty laugh ; and the conversa- 
tion ran on the tea affair, when one lady said, 
'' do, Mr. Brand, tell us a little about it. I have 
often asked, and you always say 'Mrs. Andrews, I 
will tell you another time.' Now that we are aU 
met together, I am sure it will be thought very 
kind of you to relate it, for we have heard so many 
versions, that we do not know which to believe.'' 

Mr. Brand then related the whole circumstance 
as it actually occurred. " Oh dear. Sir, what a 
situation to be placed in, fighting with a desperate 
smuggler for half an hour." " Oh, the fight I had 
with the last one did not take up five minutes." 
' What sort of a person was he?" " Why, madam, 
he seemed, by his words, to be a person far above 
his dress, and I have no doubt if ever he is dis- 
covered, it will prove to be so. There is one thing 
I can say, he had a control over the whole of the 
people, as much as I had over our party." '' What 
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sprt of made man was he?^' ''Much like our 
friend^ Mr. Freeman, only taller, and had like him, 
a smiling countenance. Oh, he wore a wig, and 
was of good temper, for I hit him hard once on 
the arm« and he played his cudgel as light as ever. 
He is also a man of courage, for when the pistols 
were firing, he stood as quiet as a post, looking 
on ; and from beginning to end, he had nothing 
but a stick, which he well knew how to use.^^ 
, Mr. Freeman laughingly said, '' I wear no wig, 
and I hope the ladies here won't for an instant 
suppose that I was your opponent.'' Another 
hearty laugh from all made the house sound from 
top to bottom, causing the passers by to look up 
and remark, "what is afloat up there, to-night?" 
Mr. Brand said, '' I think you must excuse me 
from telling about the fire till another day. And 
now for a game of cards. Shall we be able to 
steady ourselves for a quiet game at whist, or 
shall it be a merry round game of Pope Joan ? " 
'' Pope, Pope," was the cry. " Oh, perhaps Mr. 
Freeman don't know the game." '' Very little, 
very little, indeed, madam; though I shall soon 
recollect how to play." The game went on quietly 
till Mr. Freeman played intrigue. ''Please to 
hand me from the board." " Mr. Freeman, you 
ought not to intrigue. What will Mrs. Freeman 
say? You ought to have played matrimony." 
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*' So I will, madam^ ii you giro me time. There 
is the king ; and as that is a stop, there is Pope to 
conclude. Now, ladies and gentlemen, pay for the 
cards you have not played, and I will take the con- 
tents of the board." " Capital, capital. Yon have 
begun to recollect, and made a clearance of the 
board without the Board of Customs being ap- 
pealed to. You call that playing a little, do you? 
Very good, very good, indeed.^' Never was a host's 
suggestion more literally followed ; for it was a 
round merry game, and enjoyed by all, winners 
and losers declaring that they never played a game 
more pleasantly than on that evening. The supper 
was, as every thing else had been, very good ; the 
songs, jokes, and laughter kept them together till 
ajate hour, when they said they had spent as 
pleasant an evening as they possibly could, and no 
doubt Mr. Freeman would have said the same, had 
his own good lady been there. 

After breakfast, the following morning, Mr. 
Brand said to Mr. Freeman, ''I think this mom- 
ing^s post will bring me intelligence that my resig* 
nation has been accepted. If it does so, and you 
will stay to-day, I will go over with you, to-morrow 
morning, by coach.'' '' Look you, Sir ; my wife 
expects me home to-night, and will be very uneasy 
if I do not go/' ^' We can soon obviate that by 
sending Walker over, on horseback, with a note. 
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He shall stop there all nighty and meet the coach 
with the horse in the morning. And^ Sir^ let me 
just say^ that I hare some very important business 
to speak to you about^ so I will not take 'No/ for 
an answer. I shall not be more than an hour at 
the oflBce, so you can go into the * Wheatsheaf/ 
and have a look at the newspaper.'' ''Well, Sir, 
you are my client, and I comply with your first 
instructions.'' " Good, and now for the consulta- 
tion. There have been three invitations received 
this morning, for Mr. and Mrs. Brand and their 
friend, Mr. Freeman. Now, which of the three 
shall we accept for our evening's amusement ?" 
''Whose invite came first?" "Mr. Andrews'." 
"Then let A stand first, and that will carry costs." 
Mr. Freeman walked about the town and gave a 
few orders. He favoured Mr. Kant with a visit, 
and gave some orders, saying, "let them be 
packed and sent to Mr. Brand's, directed to Mr. 
Freeman." " Mr. Freeman is your name. After 
knowing you so long, I never heard your name 
before. Are you about to stay in town to-night ?" 
" Yes, Sir." " And takes tea at Mr. Andrews' ?" 
"Yes, Sir." "Well, really Mr. Freeman, you 
delight me. Mrs. Andrews is my own sister, and 
I shall feel highly honoured in meeting you there.'^ 
"Thank you, thank you, Mr. Kant." After 
leaving Mr. Kanf s shop, he met Mr. Brand, who 



y Google 



284 TALB8 AHD SBOOLLBCTIOIIB 

appeared to be in higli spirits, and thns b^an, 
'^ The Board hare behaved very handsome; they 
have superannated me on a higher pension than 
I expected, and sent me a very nice letter upon 
my resignation. Very kind of them, is it not ?'' 
On their arrival at Mr. Andrews' house, they 
met a larger party than were assembled the night 
before. Mr. Freeman appeared to be the lion 
of the evening. There were all the guests of the 
previous evening, and as many more besides. The 
three who sent the invites had met and agreed 
that whoever was honoured by the acceptance of 
the same, his house shoxdd be the place of assem- 
bly. I would just observe that they were all a 
little finer dressed, and not one of the ladies who 
had met the night before, but what had on a 
different cap and dress. After tea, a great difficulty 
arose, there being too many for one table, indeed, 
quite enough for two; but everyone expressed a 
desire to be at the same table where Mr. Freeman 
played. Poor Mrs. Andrews had twice said, ''now, 
ladies and gentlemen, be pleased to take your seats.'' 
This had no more effect than if she had not 
spoken. '' Please to take your seats.'' Still un- 
heeded. Mr. Brand said, ''cut for tables. The 
highest eight at one table, the lowest at the other." 
This had the desired effect, and the game soon 
commenced, being played with much spirit until 
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sapper was announced. A most comfortable 
evening was enjoyed by all who had the good 
fortune to be present. 

The coach starting early the next mornings our 
two travellers took a cup of coflfee and went their 
way in high spirits. Mr. Freeman said, " if you 
please^ Mr. Brand, we will breakfast at my house, 
and afterwards walk over to your late aunt's resi- 
dence.^' " As you please, my good Sir,'' replied 
Mr. Brand. On the road, they saw Walker, ap- 
proaching, on horseback, and a person drivingalight 
cart. When they came up to them, the parcels 
were transferred from the coach to the cart, and 
all moved off towards Mr. Freeman's residence. 
''Welcome to my house, Mr. Brand. You are 
anxiously expected by one, whom you have met 
before." On entering a comfortable looking room, 
there was a lady seated on one side of the fire- 
place, and a very gentlemanly looking man on the 
other. Brand was introduced to the lady, Mrs. 
Freeman. "My brother, Mr. Brand." After 
shaking hands with the lady, he approached Mr. 
Freeman's brother, and was going to offer him his 
hand, when he suddenly stopped, struck with amaze- 
ment, on beholding his opponent of the wood with 
his arm out-stretched, smiling countenance and 
eyes, which seemed to say,/'come, let us be friends." 
'rCan it be possible;" exclaimed Mr. Brands 
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" Oh^ how glad I am/' Then followed such a 
hearty grip of the hands that might have made a 
Freemason envious. Turning to Mr. Freeman, 
sen.^ Mr. Brand said, ''how is this. Sir, that you 
have not mentioned your brother to me before ? 
Only think of my telling the company the other 
evening, that the fighting man in the wood was 
like Mr. Freeman, and for him not to say that it 
was his brother .'' 

"Come, come, gentlemen, seat yourselves to 
breakfast, and Freeman will tell Mr. Brand all 
about it from beginning to end. You, Edmund, 
sit on the other side of him, and see that he wants 
for nothing.^' Mrs. Freeman was soon buigr with 
the duties of the breakfast table. ''Those pheasants 
have been kept a long time, in the hope that you. 
Sir, would come and partake of them; they are 
the last of this season. Edmund shot them ten 
days ago. Why, Mr. Brand, your plate is empty. 
Charles, how remiss you are. Why don't you 
carve ? I should have thought your ten miles ride 
would have given you gentlemen a better appetite.'' 
" My dear Mary, I think th^e is no fault to be 
found with our eating, only look at the bones; 
they are the only part left." 

Mr. Freeman, after a minute's pause, said, " I 
will now attempt to give the required explanatum, 
as fear as I can, without implicating others. I will 
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be as ezpUdt as possible* Previous to mj com- 
mencing, I mnst inform my wife and brother, that 
Mr. Brand is no longer in the customs; he having 
retired from them yesterday. Nearly twelve 
months ago, there lived a person here in great dif- 
ficulties, for want of money. He came to Ned, 
told him the state of his affairs, and begged the 
loan of a sum of money, at the same time telling 
him what he intended to do with it, which was, to 
procure from France a cargo of light goods, prin- 
cipally tea; saying he had a cousin who was the 
master of a little craft, that would go over for a 
small sum, merely enough to pay the expenses. 
My brother said, ^ it is a dangerous affair. I like 
jrou for one thing, your candour shows your hon- 
esty. I will lend you the money .^ All things 
went well. Stout and his wife's brother, fighting 
Bob, went over to France. The wind and other 
things favoured them so much that they came back 
three days before they were expected. The goods 
were hid or laid up in Yaldoo copse, until they 
were ready to be run up the country, or rather till 
the people up the country were ready to receive 
them. Two of the helpers were talking about the 
goods wheh in bed, and were overheard by two 
females, unknown to the men. The next even- 
ing, one of the women said to her sweetheart, ' do 
you know anything about some tea in a copse?' 
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^ To be sure I do; I am in hopes of making some 
money by it/ She then told him that Mrs. 
Lightly had heard it as well as herself^ and thought 

she was gone to C r, to tell about it. He took 

a horse and rode off to inform the people^ but had 
not gone far^ before he met a man on horseback, 
riding very fast." ^ Holloo, what is your errand ?' 
' A split about the tea.' ^ I came here to speak 
about the same thing.' They then commenced 
taking it away as soon as it was dark^ and would 
have had it all off before Strong and his friends 
came^ had it not been for the breaking of a cart 
wheels which caused a delay^ and that was the reason 
of some of the packs being put on horses. Ned 
was told that it would be a hasty move, and, per- 
haps, a row would take place, so he went over to 
see the fun; intending only to be a looker-on. 
When Strong saw Ned, he began talking to him 
in such a blustering manner, that he got mixed up 
with it before he had time to look round. Then 
you made your appearance. The dog had let them 
know of your approach, and that there were five 
of you, by barking sharply five times. Ned and 
I have often talked of seeing you upon the subject, 
but hearing that Strong was about to leave, we 
thought it would be best to let him go away first. 
When Ned heard that I was going to see you, he 
said, 'Charles, do not lose sight of Mn Brand till 
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you have told him all the truth about the tea 
fight/ After Ned and you parted, they all went 
to a certain place and had a surgeon ; who did all 
that was necessary for the bruised and wounded, 
also promising not to speak about it. All the 
goods got safe to their destination without the loss 
of a bag or dollop. My brother had his money 
returned ; and the poor fellow, having got out of 
his difficulties, left these parts, to go and settle on 
the other side of London/^ " What became of 
Blacky ?^^ '^ Oh, that was the man who borrowed 
the money ; and I believe there has not been any 
smuggling here since. Now, there stands the 
culprit ; pass what sentence you please, and ob- 
serve how strictly it will be adhered to/' 

"Edmund George Freeman, alias Laughing 
Ned, you stand convicted of being assembled with 
many, the others being still at large, in a tumul- 
tuous manner in Valdoo copse, and did there and 
then see, without interference, one of His Majesty's 
officers receive several strokes from a leathern 
strap ; and did also, on the same day, break and 
damage the hat of another officer, his head being 
inside. You being found guilty of the same, we 
sentence you to banish all your serious thoughts, 
put on a smiling countenance, and on pain of my 
displeasure, not to leave our company for more 
than five minutes at a time, till we retire for the 

u 
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night/' They then shook hands once more, and 
both said how pleased they were to be on snch 
friendly terms with one another. 

On a certain time, a large quantity of brandy 
was brought over from France and sunk for safety. 
The preventive men kept such a strict look-out, 
that it was decided to let them remain for a time. 
The free traders at last hit on a plan that they 
thought would succeed. The tubs were sunk about 
a mile and a half from the mouth of an harbour, at 
the mouth of which, the guard boat of the pre- 
ventives took her station every evening, with two 
hands in her, who took spell and spell in looking 
out from the boat to the top of the harbour, which 
might be a distance of two miles and a half. Mid- 
ships was a small creek, called Joiner's Lake. 

The plan thought of, was to be carried out in 
this manner: they were to procure an old boat 
of upwards of twenty feet in length; the tubs, 
about 300 in number, were to be placed in the 
boat, and then loaded with stones until her gun- 
nels were brought down to within an inch of the 
water. That two men, who were well acquainted 
with the run of the tide, were to be in the boat, pro- 
vided with paddles to guide her; and it was also 
requisite, that they should both be good swimmers. 

The time selected, was on a calm dark night in 
autumn. Two boats went off, the crews of which 
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soon hauled up the half ankers and loaded the one 
intended to run the goods. They then left her, 
made fast to a mooring and pulled ashore. Making 
their way across the land to the harbour, they 
shoved off another boat to help the one that carried 
the tubs, if she should be so fortunate as to pass 
the guard boat without being discovered. The 
signal, if it was all right, was to be a whistle. After 
waiting for some time, they began to think the 
crop had fallen into the hands of the preventives, 
when their ears were gladly saluted by the wel- 
come signal. It was instantly answered ; the boat 
pulled away and soon put a rope into the laden 
boat to tow her, and made way for the creek. 

" How do the two men with the cargo get on, 
Ned? I think it is time to let go.'' " Then be 
it so. Bob.'' "The tide is just the thing." "I 
say, Bob, give a steady pull, and I think we shall 
clear her fifty yards or more." " Hush, there she 
is, fully to be seen, again. Pull, but keep your 
head down. Now we are a-breast of her." 
" What was that, Ned ? Hark." " Only one of 
the men waking up the other, to take a spell at 
keeping a good look out. Now we leave them. 
The tide carries us in bonny." " Hush, there is 
the old church." '^Now we near the point." 
'^Silence." "Now, what do you say for the signal?" 
" No, no. Wait till we are past the mill. Now, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



292 TALB8 Aim BBOOLLBCmOlTB 

Ned, give it out. Well done." "Oh, there is 
Bob Hayland^s answer/^ "There is the boat; 
give us the rope; all right. Give way, boys. You 
had better take out a couple of score or she will 
take the ground so far off.^' " Oh, the chaps will 
only want that. Give the rope to them, and they 
will soon lighten her. Here we are, Cowser; 
come on, Ryder, slap into the water, Hoorah, for 
Newport, lads,'^ "I say, Ned, they aint been 
long lightening her.^^ " No, Bob. Did not the 
chaps come into the water with a good will?^^ 
" Indeed, they did, right up to the middle of their 
waists. What is to be done with the boat?^^ 
" Oh, she is to be pulled up in the dry, and there is 
five or six fagots, so we will make a fire of her.^^ 
A score of men took hold of the boat, which 
was an old one, that had been built in France, 
and bounced her up to the spot. Two saws and 
three or four sledge hammers were soon in the 
hands of men who knew how to use them. The 
seats were cut asunder, the gunnel served in like 
manner, and she was soon in two. Each end being 
stuck up, a light was soon procured, and then, such 
a blaze that light up the roads to the different 
gangs of smugglers, on their journey. " There, 
Bob, that is the way to prevent anyone getting 
into trouble, ^ whose boat was it that took the 
tubsP My peepers; how she blazes.'' "Come, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF TJOB BOVTSRBJX COAST* 293 

it is time for us to be gone^ or we shall have a lot 
here to help put the fire out. Besides^ the pre- 
ventire men will be here, to see what is up/' 

The flames were seeu at the preveutive station, 
where, so little did they think that the tubs they 
had been looking out for had been run, and the 
boat that had brought them safe into port was 
then burning, that the officer sent a young extra 
man to go and see what it was, call up the neigh- 
bours and report on his return to the station. The 
man went to the fire, and by the time he arrived 
there were many people who had been attracted to 
the spot by the alarm of fire. He soon heard 
enough to convince him that the tubs which, for 
the last ten days, had kept them on double duty, 
had been run, and the boat that brought them had 
been burnt. He instantly returned, and informed 
the officer of what had taken place. They then 
went off to the guard boat. "What boat is that?^' 
was instantly called out by the watch, who declared 
that they had been on the look out, all night. 
They could not conceive how it had been done, 
till the next d^y, when some of the smugglers 
were foolish enough to boast of what had been 
done ; and that the crop would be sold for more 
than six hundred pounds. The two men in the boat 
had ten pounds each for tiieir trouble, and it was the 
best speculation that had been made for years. 
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THE CRICKETING FRENCHMAN; 
A TALE OP THE LAST CENTURY. 



About the year 1793-4, a gentleman with his 
servant landed from a lugger, on the Sussex coast. 
They had very little luggage, and there were every 
appearance that the trip had been taken in a 
hurried manner, and it turned out to be so. The 
gentleman had been in France during the last four 
years, and it was the disturbed state of that coun- 
try that had driven him away in such haste, with 
no other apparel but what was in the French 
fashion. He wore a loose coat and pantaloons, 
indeed, he was dressed as most French gentlemen 
were at that time. Two or three of the inhabi- 
tants of the small town where he landed, on seeing 
him walking through one of the streets, looking 
for lodgings, said, " here is another Frenchman, 
glad to get away from his own country, and come 
here for safety .^^ The gentleman, whose name 
was Newman, entered an Inn, where he was soon 
seated at dinner, in a comfortable room. He wrote 
a letter to his tailor, in London, requesting him 
to make two suits of clothes, so that he might 
come up to London without being t^l^n for a 
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Frenchman^ and would thank him to be as quick 
as possible, for he left France in a great hurry, 
with only a small quantity of linen ; that he was 
thankful to put his foot once more on English 
ground ; and should remain at the Inn if he found 
it as comfortable as he expected, till his apparel 
arrived. Mr. Newman, in his walks, was called 
by everyone, ''the Frenchman/^ Harry, the ser- 
vant, told the people about the Inn that his master 
was an Englishman, and so they would find if they 
put him out of temper. 

They had been there about a week, and dull 
enough Mr. Newman found it, when a turn took 
place. Harry, who had been many years with 
his master, came in one morning with a cheerful 
countenaince, saying, " oh. Sir, only think. You 
will be as pleased as I am, when I tell you that 
there is to be a cricket match, to-day .^^ ''A 
cricket match, Harry! Where? Between whom ?'^ 
'' About four miles from here. Sir, and it is be- 
tween the villagers of Little GraflTon and Great 
Graffon. It is said that some as good cricketers 
as any in this country, will play there.'^ " Well, 
Harry, you find out which is the road and the 
time that it takes place, and you shall drive me 
over there in a gig/^ 

On their arrival at the place mentioned, they 
saw a booth erected at one end of a large common, 
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And a village close by. '' Now, Harry/* said Mr. 
Newman, '^ you take the horse and gig, put it up 
at some place, and come back to see the play. I 
will get out and walk up this way. I don^t think 
they have begun, for there appears to be a crowd 
round the booth, but they have pitched the 
wickets.'' On Mr. Newman approaching the 
ground, he heard the voices of many people as if 
in altercation, and at length he heard one person 
say, '^ well, Mr. Blacksmith, I'll tell you what we 
will do; we will take the first man that comes on 
the ground that will play.'' To which another 
replied, in a laughing manner, '^well, I'll be 
hanged if you am't hit the iron while it is hot. 
Look, look, if here am't the Frenchman. Master 
Wheeler, I wish you luck with him." This speech 
was followed by such a hearty laugh from both 
parties, that it drove dull care away for many an 
hour, and no one laughed louder or longer than 
Master Wheeler, who said, *^ well, I don't mind, 
if he will play. I think we ten of Little Graffon 
and the Frenchman, can beat you of Great Graffon. 
At any rate, we will try." "Bravo, Master Whee- 
ler ; we little ones, bravo." "There, shut up, and 
don't ye brag; 'cause you won the last match 
t'other year, ye maunt think ye are going to win 
this." " No, I should think not. Bravo, Master 
Blacksmitti. Bravo for Great Ghraffon." ^^Whew 
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is Httle George? Ton go and ask the Frenchman 
if he will play/^ '* I say, Master Frenchman, we 
want a man on onr side to play cricket; what say 
you, will you play with us T' ^ Why, my friend, 
I haye no ohjection, if I can be of service to you/^ 
" To be sure you will. I say, the Frenchman says 
he will play. Hoorah, for our side/' The baker 
and blacksmith took the bats and the game com- 
menced. Mr. Newman attracted the attention 
of all new comers on the field, with his tall figure, 
nearly six feet high, dressed in a light waistcoat, 
close fitting pantaloons, Hessian boots, and high 
crowned hat. He was placed to the leg, to patrol 
four or five yards of ground, and looked a mcist 
singular personage for a cricketer. 

** Who have you got there?*' was the general 
inquiry. ''Why, a Frenchman.'' "Oh dear, if 
ever I saw such a mate. I never knew that they 
could play cricket in Prance, or any other place 
but England. I say, what do you think of that, 
hey, Mr. Grocer? Did you see how he took the 
ball. Drot im, they very nigh run out, that they 
did. There, the blacksmith has made a slapping 
hit. Look, look, how the Frenchman runs. My 
stars, how he throws ; she comes slap up to the 
wicket. Who would ever think he could do the 
like of that. Why, he could throw as far as the 
gamekeeper, Fd lay a quart. There he is again.** 
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" How many has blacky got ?'' " Thirty notches, 
and seven mates out/' "A good score — ^nearly 
eighty altogether/' '^ Ah, blacky will bring his 
bat out; that's what I think." "So do I.'' 
" HoUoo, there is little George and the baker going 
to try." '' Lor, how the blacksmith will crow if 
they can't get un out. HoUoo, there is little 
George's high home and easy." "Oh, there, 
didn't blacky slap into her. There she goes again." 
" What the deuce is Frenchy about ? By gom, he 
has caught blacky out. Who would ever think of 
that ? Did he not run and make as good a catch 
as ever I saw in my life." 

"Lor, look at the Little Graffoners, they be 
ready to eat un. How they be shaking hands we' 
un. He seems a good tempered sprt of chap. 
How he grins." "Who is to go in?" "Why, 
there is only the two painters," They then went 
in, and brought up the score to ninety-six notches, 
for Great Graffon. 

Now for Little Graffon. " Master Wheeler, who 
is to go in first ?" " Little George and myself, 
you come next." "Who is to go in last ?" "Why, 
the Frenchman, to be sure." " Oh, that's right 
enough." "Play." "Play." " HoUoo, Mjr. 
Blacksmith ; they tell me that you were caught ov^t 
by a Frenchman. How was that ?" " I'll tell jo\ 
what it is, farmer Smart, they don't know un. 
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don't think there is another man on the common 
that could have done it/^ 

Wheeler and George well maintained the honour 
of Little Graffon, against the good bowling of the 
blacksmith and the baker. The carpenter followed 
doughy, and seventy notches were scored when 
the Frenchman went in, ^^That is the man I 
want/' '' So do I/' "And I/' "They say so 
much about his catching the smith out, that I long 
to see whether he can hit or not." " Now, Master 
Blacksmith, sarve un out.'' "Why, Tom, darn 
if he did'nt stop that good un, as well as the best. 
Oh, there's a wipe; four got. There she goes 
again, for three. My eye, who would ever think 
of a Frenchman making runs so fast ? Hoorah, 
there, blacky has bowled long Fred." " How 
many notches have the little-uns got ?" " Eighty- 
five; the Frenchman made nine, and brought his 
bat into the booth like an Englishman." 

" I say. Master Wheeler, who is to bowl the 
second innings ? " " Why, the Frenchman. " 
" Who is to be short stop ?" " The Frenchman ; 
and I will try the other end." On our friend, 
Newman, being asked if he would bowl, he said 
he would try. The painter, who was not out, and 
the blacksmith went in first, but in the second 
over, the painter struck the ball and ran, the smith 
med " home," little Geor^ handed up the ball 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



300 THB CSIGKBTDTO FBBNGHMAJf ; 

smarts the Frenchman took it and down went the 
wicket. ''How is that; ont?" All smiles for the 
little-uns. The next man, who was the black, 
smith, played very well, and seemed as firmly fixed 
as the anvil in his own shop. He never played 
better, and it was noticed by all who knew him 
that he never played so quietly before. He seemed 
as if the welfitre of his village depended upon him 
alone, but still notches were got very slowly ; and 
three mates out. At last they made two byes, and 
the next ball was sent into the booth, which scored 
four more runs. " Well done, blacky ; that is the 
way to sarve her.^^ The first ball of the six the 
Frenchman gave, bowled the baker out. The 
butcher was done the same to by the last of the 
six. The smith, however, would not be denied ; he 
gave her a clean hit for five, but could get no one 
to stop with him. After another hit for four, from 
the Frenchman's bowling, the nex ball hit the bail. 
All out for sixty-two notches. '' 'Tis as good a 
match as ever was played, and I hope it will be 
played out.'' " So do we, that we do, with all our 
hearts.'' ''Who can that Frenchman be, and 
where could he have learnt to play cricket?" "I 
lun sure I can't imagine, but this I know, that 
from what I have seen, he does it as it ought to be 
done." "Here, Mr. Blacksmith, we want to 
speak to you for a minute. Come here; drink a 
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glass and tell ns a bit about that Frenchman/' 
'' The Frenchman, hey. All I can say about un 
is, he can bowl as well as any man I ever stood 
agin. He knocked my fingers about as I never 
had them hit a-fore. You mind my words, far- 
mer, he can hit as well as bowl.'' 

^'Play/' 'Tlay.'' And to play they went. The 
villagers of Great and Little Graffon looked on and 
watched every ball with as much interest as ever 
an All England match was noticed. Wheeler and 
the capenter continued together till the latter was 
caught out, at seven notches. Home-brewed, the 
publican, soon went out. " Who is next ? " 
" The Frenchman,'' cried Wheeler. At that name, 
all the spectators appeared anxious to have a look 
at the French cricketer. 

You may talk of a fine race horse being looked 
upon by critics before starting for the plate; and 
with hke interest was Mr. Newman eyed by the 
villagers, as he approached the wicket. " He a 
Frenchman ; well, he may be, or a Spaniard, for 
what I know, but he looks deucedly hke an English- 
man, and what's more, very much like a cricketer." 
^' I say, what do the old cricketers think of him ?" 
" They say that they must see a little more of him 
before they can give an opinion." '^ There, she's 
oflf. Steady, boys. That was a good hit, and got 
three runs." " How steady the bowling is, right 
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at the wicket, and what a good length blacky is 
keeping her/' " There is Wheeler bowled out. 
Lost his leg stump/' The baker then made a few 
smart hits, and began to think he had got a good 
sight of the ball, when the wicket-keeper put him 
out. Another soon went out. '^ Thirty notches 
to get, and four mates to go in.'' ''Bravo, 
Frenchy, bravo; do that again." "So he has." 
" That's a couple of two's. Now, mark the cob- 
bler. Very well played." '' Oh, if he stops there, 
he will fetch notches fast. The sun is getting very 
low; run boys. A good bye, and both good run- 
ners." '' How well the Frenchman follows up the 
balls. There, if that aint done nicely; the cobbler 
would have been caught out, only Frenchy run up 
against the bowler and very nearly knocked un over, 
just as he was going to take the ball, and then ran 
a notch." " There goes the little cobbler, his end 
has come at last. Well, twenty-one notches wanted 
and three mates to go in." 

" It is very nigh sundown, and here is the little 
farmer going in. Well done, farmer, every one 
adds to the score." " Bravo, Frenchy. There is a 
bye ; and look, if the umpires ain't drawed the 
stumps." " Well, there, it is a little dusky ; but 
it has been a good game — eighteen wanted and 
three mates to get out. There has been some good 
play on both sides." " Yes, I should just about 
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think there had been^ fanner Smarts and that's the 
truth on it/' "What's this, Wheeler and little 
George going to meet the Frenchman. Hold hard, 
we shall hear what they say." Wheeler began 
with " Mr. Frenchman, all my mates, that is the 
men of Little Graffon, whom you have played with 
to-day, want you to come and have a bit of supper 
with them to-night, and have sent we two to ax 
you. They be going to have it in the club room, 
at the ' Shoulder of Mutton,' and I daresay there 
will be forty or more ; and we should all like to 
see you amongst us." "Well, friends, I shall 
be most happy to join your party, and will, if you 
allow me, walk with you to the house." 

On their arrival at the Inn, they saw the majo- 
rity of the players smarting themselves up as much 
as they could. They had washed their hands and 
re-tied their neckerchiefs, knowing that many of 
the top men of the neighbourhood would be at the 
supper. The players sat down on each side of the 
table. The Great GraflPons on one side, and the 
Little Graffons on the other. The landlord of 
each party sat at the ends of the table, as had been 
the custom for years past. A nice homely spread 
were placed before them, to which such honour 
was done that would have made an alderman en- 
vious of their appetites. All were smiles, and every 
one appeared pleased. The little ones looked up 
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and down the table^ and then made remarks^ snch 
as^ ^^ Home-brewed has put on a good aupper. I 
don^t think they will beat it, when we go to their 
supper, after the return match/' No one appeared 
to enjoy the good substantial food more than the 
Frenchman, for on being asked how he got on, 
he rq>lied, '^ so well, that I will thank Mr. Home- 
brewed for another slice of veal, and Mr. Smart 
for a slice of ham.'' The Frenchman won the ' 
heart of Mr. Smart, by saying that he thought he 
had never tasted such a nice ham before. Home- 
brewed said " he was sure it was a good one, for he 
always had his hams from farmer Smart, and that 
one made the fourteenth. The farmer knew, with- 
out being told, to look out for a good one, as it 
was for the match, he had sent him one for the 
last fourteen years, and hoped he would do the 
same for many years to come." 

The supper being ended, pipes, grog, and beer 
were brought forward, a song was sung, and then 
a little was said about cricket. Some said, there 
had been the best play this day, that had ever been 
seen there. "Yes, yes. It was a very good 
thing for Little GraflFon that they had a good 
cricketer, though a Frenchman, to help them. For 
my part, I think if Mr. Trip, their absent man^ 
had been there, that Great Graffon would have 
won; but there, I only say it." Then* two or 
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tliree on that side said the same. At last^ one 

of the Great Oraffoners said, well, he did think 

the Little Oraffoners would have been of no use. 

''There, do shut up. Little Oraffon no use to 

Great Oraffon. Why, you know very well that 

the little ones always were a match for the great 

ones, that every one knew. At running, jumping, 

singing, or cricket, the little ones, at most times, 

had the best of it.'' " Aye, and you may say, or 

fighting too.'' ''There, for shame. But I will 

tell the little ones, they had better not try that. 

I tell them as a friend, they will have the worst of 

it, if they do. For my part, I should like to see 

it tried, and I am sure my mates, the whole of the 

eleven, would Uke to have a turn with the other 

eleven." " To be sure we should. Yes, there and 

then." " And I am sure we, on our side, will be 

nothing loth." " Not we. I should think not." 

" Now, I think the best way to settle it will be 

for each to look out his man, and then go down 

and fight it out like men, decently and orderly.' 

"Very well." "Now, Master Wheeler, who 

would you like to fight with ?" " Why, I should 

like to fight with the biggest painter." " Thaf s 

agreed, Mr. Wheeler, here I am." " Now, long 

Ned, who will you take ?" " Oh, I should like the 

butcher." " Here I am, Ned ; at your service." 

"Now, Little Oeorge?" "I will take the other 

w 
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painter/' "Here I am, laady for a brush." 
"Master Blacksmith, who will you take?'' "Well, 
now, you all know me, and that I can take a blow 
as well as give one^ and that I am no coward, so 
I will tell you what I will do, I will fight any one 
but the Frenchman. Now, mind, any one bat the 
Frendiman.'' "What, the blacksmith afiraid of 
a Frenchy, I thought, Mr. Black—" "Stc^, my 
friends, a few minutes and hear a word or two 
from me," said the Frenchman. 

" I came here, this morning, in the expectation 
of seeing a match of cricket, with no thoughts of 
being invited to play, as you kindly did« Eveiy 
one in the cricket field did their best I did so 
myself, and never enjoyed a game better. Ycm 
were pleased to give me a name that I have no 
right to. I have been fortunate enough to arrive 
in England in a hurry, after having been in France 
for the last four years. You have heard of the 
disturbed state of that country, no doubt. I 
thou^t I should be allowed to come away quietly, 
but a friend came one evening and said, 'dear Sir, 
you mu^ go away instantly, this night, or you will 
be arrested in the morning. My wife's brother 
has a warrant for your arrest.' On that, Harry, 
my servant, and myself in half an hour mounted 
a couple of good horses and made off to the coast; 
on reaching there, twenty guineas soon obtained 
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a boat^ that brought us over and landed U9 at the 
littte town four miles oE I am waiting for some 
apparel made in the English fiuahion^ and when 
that arrives^ I shall go to Ijondon> nnless you have 
another cricket match in the neighbourhood; then 
I might be induced to stop and see it, though I 
would rather play. So, gentlemen, I thank you 
for your kind attrition to what I have said. I 
have now only to say you have had cricketing, 
eating, drinking and singing* Some waQt a little 
fighting. I do not see why th^ should not be in- 
dulged. I think I should like a little fun that way 
myself, so, gentlemen, I will give you all a chance. 
Now I will begin with you. Sir. Do you want to 
• fight ?^^ '^No, Sir, not I.'' "Do you, Sir?^^ 
" No." " Or you r " No. " " Mr. Wheeler r' 
"By no means.'' "George?'' "Not I, Sir." 
"Bakers, butchers, grocers?" "No, no, no." 
"Well, Mr. Blacksmith, there is only you to be 
asked. Now, what do you say?" "Oh, Sir, I 
found you out the first ball you threw in. A 
Frenchman indeed. I will tell you that I would 
sooner play cricket than fight with you. You 
have too much of the Broughton style about 
you for me. But there, you are a gentleman and 
a downright cricketer, and there is ray hand on it." 
Mr. Newman took the honest fellow's hand and 
shook it heartily. Then said that gentleman, " as 



y Google 



SOB THX CBIOKBTnrO VEBVCHMAV. 

none of you want to fight^ let ns sit down and 
have another glass eacli, to drink success to 'Crick- 
eters and Cricketing/ It is a thorough English 
game^ and there is no other game to equal it. I, 
gentleman^ have been in many countries; have 
seen many games^ though none that comes up to 
it. No more than any other country comes up to 
dear old England. Go where I would^ I was always 
proud of the name of an Englishman.^' 

^'So here's to Hie fan of the hate and the ball, 
' May the best side win', be the toast of all ; 

Then let us onnelyes regale, 

With a glass of home-brewed nut-brown ale." 

Bravo^ bravo ; hoorah. Cheers three times three. 
Hoorah^ hoorah. 
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It was the law some years ago, that if a vessel or 
boat was eight leagues, or twenty-four miles from the 
English coast, that they would, on oath being made of 
the same, be condemned by the Board of Bevenue ; and 
it has been known for a cruiser to run into a small 
harbour with the tide, s^d their boats to three small 
vessels lying there, tow them out on the turn of the tide, 
take them into another harbour, lay them up at the top 
of high water, and, on the tide leaving them dry, put a 
saw through the deck, sides and keel. I have seen seven 
small vessels, within a hundred yards of each other, in 
which the saw had done its work of dividing stem from 
stem. If a craft or boat was seen without a name on 
her stem, she would be instantly seized. 

The free traders give the name of " crop" to a cargo, 
and in speaking of the tubs, they are called '' things." 

The kegs are prepared, in the spirit stores of France, 
for carrying or sinking, by women and children, at the 
expense of the French merchant, who also finds rope 
and cordage without stint or measure. If the goods are 
to be put into a small craft, they run a couple of ropes 
round the vessel, outside of her bulwarks, and stow 
them on the ropes, with one end of the keg touching 
the vessel's side. Sometimes they will have two or 
three tier, one above the other. These are all loaded 
with a sufficient quantity of stone, so that if they see 
any vessel or boat that might be opposed to them, they 
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can, bj cuttiiig a rope, let them down into the water in 
a minute, making a clattering noise while filing, lap, 
lap, like cards when placed by children pigeon-house 
fashion on a table. 

It has been known for the French spirit m^x^hants to 
supply the free trader with goods, one cargo under 
another ; and, again, if the vessel should have been 
taken, to provide another for an old customer. If an 
English trader should have occasion to leave this side of 
the water, he would be sure to be well received by the 
merchants in France. 

A keg of brandy holds about fourteen quarts, and is 
usually sent over thirty or forty degrees above proof. 
A bag of tea weighs five or ten poimds. All interme- 
diate weights used to be called " dollops." A bale or 
parcel of tobacco weighs from one pound to fifty. 

It is the custom in some districts, when a wedding 
takes place, and more especially in places where there 
are no bells, for a number of young men to assemble 
and discharge a salute of fire arms round the abode of 
the iwwly married pair ; the gunners generally receiving 
a tnAe to drink the bride and bridegroom's health. 

The master man or manager, is a name given to the 
party who arranges the time of landing the k^, pay- 
ing the carriers, and finally settling witib the captain, 
who usually has a few tubs consigned to himself. 

" Up, up, and away," was an old saying when the 
traders were waiting to start, with their horses already 
loaded ; the liders keeping ofi^ their backs till the last 
minute. 
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DEATH OF MR. JOHN CLAYTON. 
(Trom the Brighton Herald J 

We have to announce the death, on Tuesday, the 
28th ult., at his residence, Fishbourne Cottage, of Mr. 
John Clayton, aged 90 years. Mr. C. enjoyed the full 
possession of his Unities up to the last moment. He 
was by no means aii ordinary man. In his early days 
he had been a keen sportsman — a first rate shot, and 
capital cricketer — devoted to all athletic sports ; and no 
man took a deeper interest in matters connected with 
** the field and the flood." He had associated with the 
Osbaldistones, the Berkeleys, and other leading sports- 
men of the day, and was an unerring recorder of their 
feats, having a most retentive memory, which served 
him to the last. He would tell anecdotes of O'Brian, 
the Irish giant — of Spring and Langham, and their 
great " mill " near Chichester — of the early days of the 
Broadbridges, and of Lilly white, the " nonpariel '* Sus- 
sex bowler. Mr. Clayton had lost his left hand by the 
bursting of a gim; but this did not debar him from the 
use of the pen, and he correspondeded with the Brighton 
Herald from the moment of its debut up to within a year 
of his death : a period of above 50 years. He was a 
great observer of the habits of birds and beasts, and 
was referred to on these points even by such a writer as 
Mr. Jesse, who, we are sure will be sorry to hear of the 
demise of one of his contemporaries and correspondents. 
In his last moments, Mr. Clayton was tended by the 
affectionate care of his daughter and grand-daughtezs, 
and his end was as peaceful as his life had been. 
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